

RCIA SCHEDULE 2026-2027
	DATE
	TIME
	LESSON
	CHAPTER
	SUMMARY
	NOTES

	
	
	
	
	PERIOD OF EVANGELIZATION AND PRECATECHUMENATE
	

	Tuesday, 1 September
	19:00 - 20:00
	

	Welcome and Intro
	Registration – Who’s who? – Why are we here? – What will we be doing? – How will we be doing it? – A chance to share – A chance to ask – What are Evangelization and Catechesis? Volume I distributed.
	 Course material is covered in three volumes. The volumes will be distributed one at a time as the course proceeds.

	Tuesday, 8 September
	19:00 - 20:00
	I/1




	Coming to Faith




	I Believe… – The Desire for Happiness – Fulfilling that Desire – Coming to Know God – Revelation – God Reveals Himself – God Keeps Speaking – Magisterium – Sacred Scripture – Obedience of Faith
	N.B. Books are provided only for the Candidates. Sponsors and volunteers are directed to the free online version at:  https://mycatholic.life/rcia/


	Saturday, 12 September, Vigil 

Sunday, 13 September
	18:00


10:00
	
	
	RITE OF ACCEPTANCE into the Catechumenate and/or into the Process for being received into Full Communion with the Church

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE into the Catechumenate and/or into the Process for being received into Full Communion with the Church
	This is the formal introduction to the parish community who will accompany you with their prayers throughout the process. Sponsors to be in attendance.

	
	
	
	
	PERIOD OF CATECHUMENATE
	

	Tuesday, 15 September
	
	I/2
	God and His Creation
	One God – God’s Name – Father – Almighty – Maker of Heaven and Earth – Creation of Man in the Imago Dei – The Unity of Body and Soul – Male and Female – Original Paradise – The Fall of Man – Of All Things Visible and Invisible
	Between September and December, Fr. Peter will meet each candidate for a one-to-one to talk about any matters of faith or spiritual life they wish.

	Tuesday, 22 September
	
	
	
	NO MEETING due to the Parish Festival
	Everyone is invited to participate in the Festival events.

	Tuesday, 29 September
	19:00 - 20:00
	I/3
	The God-Man and His Mother
	Professing Faith in a Person – Jesus, Christ, Son & Lord – Through Him All Things Were Made – God Becomes Man – Why He Did It – What He Did – 100/100 – Fully God and Fully Human – God’s Perfect Plan – Mary’s Immaculate Conception  – Mother of God – The Virgin Mother – The Final Outcome
	

	Tuesday, 6 October
	19:00 - 20:00
	I/4




I/5
	God Suffers Death




Death has no Victory!
	Jesus Makes Some Enemies – Who is Responsible for His Crucifixion? – The Havoc Caused by Disobedience – Free and Perfect Obedience Untangles Disobedience – A More Philosophical Explanation – The New and Perfect Sacrifice – Jesus is Buried – He Descended into Where?

A Real Historical Event – Resurrection or Brought Back to Life? – A Work of the Trinity – The Veil is Lifted – The Ascension – At the Father’s Right Hand – His Return in Glory…and Grace – A Time of Judgment – Will Cremated Bodies Also Rise?
	

	Tuesday, 13 October
	
	
	
	NO MEETING due to the School October Break
	Perhaps quietly review during this week where and how you are with things.

	Tuesday, 20 October
	19:00 - 20:00
	I/6
	The Holy Spirit
	What is the Holy Spirit? – Where Do We Meet the Holy Spirit? – Images of the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit’s Activity in Salvation History
	

	Tuesday, 27 October
	19:00 - 20:00
	I/7
	The Church
	Some Initial Distinctions – Symbols of the Church – A Bit of Historical Perspective – The Mystery of the Church – Marks of the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic – The Hierarchy and the Pope – The Threefold Office to Preach, Shepherd and Sanctify – The Laity – Consecrated Life
	

	Tuesday, 3 November
	19:00 - 20:00
	I/8
	The Glorious and Final Things!
	Communion of Saints: Earth, Heaven and Purgatory – A Sad Note about Hell – The Final Age to Come – Our Blessed Mother: The Queen of All Saints! Volume II distributed, Volume I returned.
	

	Tuesday, 10 November
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/1
	The Greatest Act on Earth
	The Great Mysterium Fidei – Liturgy 101 – Is the Liturgy Boring? – Who Celebrates the Liturgy? – How the Liturgy is Celebrated – When Do We Celebrate? – Where Do We Celebrate? – Diversity vs. Unity
	

	Saturday 14 November, Vigil Mass

Sunday 15 November
	18:00



10:00
	
	
	RITE OF ANOINTING OF THE CATECHUMENS



RITE OF ANOINTING OF THE CATECHUMENS
	Rite to invoke freedom from the influence of evil and to strengthen the grace of perseverance on the journey. 

Sponsors to be in attendance.



	Tuesday, 17 November
	19:00 - 20:00
	--
	Volume One Review
	General question and answer session and discussion on the material of volume I. Chance for candidates to question and query more deeply the themes covered.
	To be led by a volunteer. Fr. Peter on diocesan retreat.

	Tuesday, 24 November
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/2


II/3
	Sacraments: A Personal Encounter

The Sacrament of Baptism
	Getting Personal! – Three to Get In: Sacraments of Initiation – Two to Heal: Sacraments of Healing – Two for the Mission: Sacraments of Vocation

Effects of Baptism – Old Testament Prefigurations – Giving Us This Sacrament – Who Baptizes Whom? – The Celebration of Baptism
	

	Tuesday, 1 December
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/4
	The Sacrament of Confirmation 
	What Scripture Reveals – Effects of Confirmation – Receiving the Sacrament – Signs and Symbols – The Bottom Line is the Upper Limit
	

	Tuesday, 15 December
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/5
	The Most Holy Eucharist
	Essence Challenges our Five Senses – The One Eternal Sacrifice – The Divine Sacrament Made Present – Transforming Communion – The Mass Explained
	

	Tuesday, 22 December
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/6



II/7
	The Sacrament of Penance


The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
	The Names of the Sacrament – How I Prepare – Understanding this Glorious Gift – From Interior Repentance to the Grace of the Sacrament – Forgiveness is Not Enough…The Grace of Indulgences - Scriptural Foundation – 

The Suffering of Illness – Who Can be Anointed by Whom? – Effects of the Sacrament – How and When it is Offered
	Fr. Peter will meet individually with candidates between January and March for a one-to-one on what the sacrament of penance might mean for each person’s spiritual and moral journey

	
	
	
	
CHRISTMAS
	
BREAK
	

	Tuesday, 5 January
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/8
	The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
	The Mission of Christ – Entrusting the Mission – The Degrees of Ordination – Fulfilling Christ’s Mission Through Ordination – Some Practical Considerations
	

	Tuesday, 12 January
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/9
	The Sacrament of Matrimony
	God’s Design and Intention for Marriage – The Effect of the Fall – God’s Answer – Christian Marriage in the New Covenant – Matrimonial Consent – A Sacrament or Not – The Domestic Church
	

	Tuesday, 19 January
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/10
	An Introduction to Prayer
	Humility as the foundation of prayer – Prayer in the Old Testament – Prayer in the New Testament – Basic forms of prayer – The Holy Spirit teaches us how to pray – Three forms of Prayer – Struggles with prayer
	

	Tuesday, 26 January
	19:00 - 20:00
	II/11
	The Lord’s Prayer


Volume Two Review
	Summary of the Whole Gospel – Foundation of Prayer – The Seven Petitions of the Our Father - Volume III distributed, Volume II returned.

If time allows, a general question and answer session and discussion on the material of volume II. Chance for candidates to question and query more deeply the themes covered.
	

	Saturday 30 January, Vigil Mass

Sunday 31 January
	18:00



10:00
	
	
	RITE OF ANOINTING OF THE CATECHUMENS



RITE OF ANOINTING OF THE CATECHUMENS
	Rite to invoke freedom from the influence of evil and to strengthen the grace of perseverance on the journey. 

Sponsors to be in attendance.



	Tuesday, 2 February
	19:00 - 20:00
	III/1
	Who Am I?
	I Am an Imago Dei – The Beatitudes – The Effects of Freedom – Making Moral Choices – Good vs. good – Passions, Feelings and Emotions – Conscience – Erroneous Conscience: Am I Guilty? – Growth in Virtue and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Sin: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly – Gravity of Sin 
	

	Tuesday, 9 February
	19:00 - 20:00
	III/2
	The Law, Society, Grace and Salvation
	The Moral Law – Who are We? Human Society – The Trinity as the Basis of Society – Common Good – Justification – Grace – Merit – Holiness – From the Speculative to the Practical
	

	Sunday 14 February
	14:00
	
	First Sunday of Lent
	RITE OF ENROLMENT MASS with Bishop Frank at St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr, with all other RCIA candidates from across the Diocese.
	A wonderful and inspiring occasion to strengthen candidates on the home run to Easter! Sponsors to be in attendance.

	
	
	
	
	PERIOD OF PURIFICATION AND ENLIGHTENMENT
	

	Tuesday, 16 February
	19:00 - 20:00
	III/3
	Loving God: The first three commandments of the Decalogue, known as the First Tablet
	The First Commandment – Our High Calling of Love – The Bottom Line of This Commandment – Graven Images – The Upper Upper Limit! – Practical Applications

The Second Commandment – The Bottom Line: No Swearing Allowed – The Upper Limit: God’s Name is Holy…and so is yours! – Practical Applications

The Third Commandment – The Sabbath Day after the First Creation – Worship in the New Covenant: The Eighth Day of Creation – Rest in the New Covenant: The Eighth Day of Creation – Duties of Society – Practical Considerations
	

	Tuesday, 23 February
	19:00 - 20:00
	III/4




III/5
	Loving Your Family. The first of the Second Tablet of commandments.


Murder, Anger, and Human Dignity
	The Fourth Commandment God’s Plan for Parents – Being a Holy Child – Family Life – The Fourth Commandment and Society – The Role of Civil Authorities – A Summary of the Bottom Line and Upper Limit of the Fourth Commandment – Practical Considerations

The Fifth Commandment – Bottom Line: Do Not Murder – Human Dignity Must Be Respected – When Killing is not Murder – Other “Medical Ethics” Considerations – Other “End of Life” Decisions – The Upper Limit – Practical Considerations
	

	Sunday, 28 February
	10:00
	
	
	FIRST SCRUTINY WITH THE PRESENTATION OF THE CREED
	Sponsors to be in attendance.

	Tuesday, 2 March
	19:00 - 20:00
	
	Our Faith expressed in Architecture: catechetical tour of the parish church
	Shape and direction of the building – The Doors, the Narthex, the Nave – the Sanctuary and its elements – Baptismal Font and Confessional – Images, statues, relics – Stations of the Cross
	We meet outside the front of the church, if weather clement.

	Sunday, 7 March
	10:00
	
	
	SECOND SCRUTINY
	Sponsors to be in attendance.

	Tuesday, 9 March
	19:00- 20:00
	III/6
	Chastity, Purity, Affection and Married Love
	The Sixth Commandment - We are sexual beings – the Upper Limit, God’s plan for sexuality – the Bottom Line, Abuses of sexual love – practical considerations – the Ninth Commandment – Purity – Other considerations – the Bottom Line and the Upper Limits
	

	Sunday, 14 March
	10:00
	
	
	THIRD SCRUTINY WITH THE PRESENTATION OF THE OUR FATHER
	Sponsors to be in attendance.

	Tuesday, 16 March
	19:00- 20:00
	III/7





III/8
	Stealing and Coveting





The Truth will set you Free
	Seventh Commandment - Is it mine or is it Yours? – The Bottom Line – The Dignity of the Human Person and the Economy – Reaching out to the Poor – International Considerations –
Tenth commandment – The root of the Problem – He who has money never has money enough – Getting in Order!

The Eighth Commandment – the Bottom Line: Offences against the Truth – Do I have a right to know? – The Upper Limit: Art, Beauty and the Pursuit of Truth – Practical considerations – Conclusion - Volume III returned.
	





It is unlikely we will have time to review Volume III.

	Saturday, 27 March
	09:30


20:00
	
	HOLY SATURDAY 


EASTER VIGIL
	Recitation of the Creed, the Ephphatha, Choice of Names, Sacrament of Confession for those already baptized. Simple confession for those not.

Administration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation. Reception into Full Communion with the Church. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, the EUCHARIST
PERIOD OF POSTBAPTISMAL CATECHESIS OR MYSTAGOGY
	Sponsors to be in attendance.


Sponsors to be in attendance.

	Tuesday, 20 April
	19:00- 20:00
	
	Diving Deeper: Baptism
	Sharing our Easter experience – Understanding where baptism was foreshadowed in the history of faith – Grasping the meaning of the signs and symbols of baptism – Seeing how baptism and its meaning apply to life.
	

	Tuesday, 11 May
	19:00- 20:00
	
	Diving Deeper: Confirmation
	Sharing our Easter experience – Understanding where confirmation was foreshadowed in the history of faith – Grasping the meaning of the signs and symbols of confirmation – Seeing how confirmation and its meaning apply to life.
	

	Tuesday, 1 June
	19:00-20:00
	
	Diving Deeper: the Eucharist
	Sharing our Easter experience – Understanding where the Eucharist was foreshadowed in the history of faith – Grasping the meaning of the signs and symbols of the Eucharist – Seeing how the Eucharist and its meaning apply to life.
	

	Tuesday, 15 June
	19:00-20:00
	
	Feast of Prayer
	Adoration of the Eucharist – the Rosary – “Lectio Divina” (=praying with Scripture)
	We meet in the church






