
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO  
SAINT MARK 

 
1. What is a GOSPEL? 

 
Message and Person of Jesus. 
Proclamation to elicit faith in Jesus. 
A Light on the Old Testament (past) and New 
Testament (future) 
CENTRE is death, resurrection, ascension of Jesus = 
Paschal Mystery 
Eucharist is Sacrament of Paschal Mystery; Gospel is 
its Word. 

 
2. According to MARK 

 
Associate first of St. Paul then St. Peter 
Numerous writings of 2nd century associate Mark with 
Peter in Rome 
Mark’s Gospel same outline as Peter’s preaching in 
Acts of Apostles 
Peter’s voice and experience ring out from text of 
Mark’s Gospel 

 
3. Why, for whom, in what context did Mark write his 

Gospel? 
 
Persecuted Church in Rome, as result of Nero’s 
persecution (64 AD) 



Mark’s Gospel tries to relate their persecution with 
that of Jesus 
Exhortation to fidelity in martyrdom given Jesus’ 
resurrection 

 
4. Style and literary method of Mark 

 
Seeks to portray Jesus present and speaking in the 
present 
Simple and straightforward language 
Vivid descriptions of events and people’s feelings and 
reactions 
Mark seems to address the listeners or readers of the 
Gospel 

 
5. Structure of Mark’s Gospel 

 
Mark uses geography: Jesus in Galilee (chapters 1-10) 
then Jerusalem (11-16) 
He also depicts the increasing authority of Jesus 
(miracles, teaching, resurrection) 
Seven subsections according to one theory (many 
other such theories) 
Some divide Gospel into two halves: centre is Peter’s 
profession of faith 

 
6. Mark’s “theology” or understanding of Jesus 

(Christology) and the Church (ecclesiology) 
 



The Kingdom of Heaven: parables and other sayings, 
but Jesus Himself is the Kingdom 
Mark uses certain titles to reveal Jesus 
(“Christological titles”) 
As regards the Church, the main theme is discipleship 
= being with Jesus and sharing his mission of 
preaching and healing. 

 
7. What does Mark’s Gospel say to the Church and the 

World today? 
 
Know the Gospel to know Christ and nurture faith in 
Him, in His authority and power and victory which 
are present now as then 
 
Know it to understand what discipleship means today 
as then: Be with Christ (interior life); share in his 
mission (exterior life) 
 
Be strong when persecuted, fidelity in suffering since 
Jesus has authority over death 
 
Learn the methodology of the Kingdom (parables) 
 
 


