
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY (B), 31st DECEMBER 2023 
“THE LORD HONOURS THE FATHER IN HIS CHILDREN, AND UPHOLDS THE RIGHTS OF A MOTHER OVER HER SONS.” (ECCL:3:2) 

SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Registered Charity No. is SC010576 

Tel: 01475  740019. 
Website: rclargsandmillport.com 

YouTube: https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream  
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk   

 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee 

PP’s email:  peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk   
 

SVDP phone number: 07950 586214.  
Please direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 

Safeguarding Mobile Phone Numbers: Contact our Parish 
Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) Largs – Mr. Lewis Docherty on 

07707 598929; 2) Millport (…..). 
 

Parish Buildings Caretaker & Hallkeeper:  
Edward Stewart, 07796 209986 

 
Crosshouse Hospital chaplain: Fr. Stephen McGrattan at 

crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01563 521832;  
Ayr Hospital  chaplain: Fr. Benjamin Mkeri  at 

ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01655 882145. 
 

Holy Mass (all Masses in person & live-streamed): 
Largs:  Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am.  

Weekday Mass, 10am, Mon-Fri, except 2nd Thursdays.  
Holidays of Obligation: Vigil, 7pm; Day Mass at 10am only.  

Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; 2nd Thursdays, 10am.  
Holidays of Obligation, 12.15pm only. 

 
Reconciliation or Confession: 

Largs: Saturdays, 5-5.45pm; Mondays, after 10am Mass. 
Millport: After 10am Mass every 2nd Thursday. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration & Prayers for Vocations to the Priesthood 

on Mondays at 2pm, Largs (Hall). 
Charismatic Prayer Meeting on Fridays at 2pm, Largs (Hall). 
Prayer Line: Please ring 07746 923 680 for prayerful support. 

Tea & Coffee in St. Mary’s Hall after Sunday 10am Mass 
 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Helen McShane, Colette McCafferty, 
Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, May Holland, Eithne Brown, 
Mary Lyden, Ylena Green, Mary Boyce, Hugh Millar, Anton McCann, 
Rena Lee, Jim Lee, Brian Gilligan, Liam McDermott, Frank 
McCarthy, Baby Ethan Ferguson, Harry Sammons, Henry 
McMonagle, Joseph Bennett, Margaret Bennett, John & Elizabeth 
Robertson, Barry Smith, Natasha McNicol, Suzanne Kelly, Margaret 
Fitzpatrick, William McGrath, Jacqueline Docherty, Mgr. Thomas 
Canon Egan, Kenneth Collins, Mary McCaffrey, Margaret Maguire, 
Tom Maguire, Margaret MacMillan, Betty O’Donnell, Linda Scott, Ann 
Clark, Fr. Eamonn Flynn, Mary McQueen, Esther Murphy, Bill 
Callison, Sheila Davidson, Marc Codona, Sheila Ferguson, Sandra 
Canning, Kristine Wallace, Freeda Gutherze, Bella White, Jordan 
McGhee, Frank Murray, Deborah Mulqueen, John Harkin, Jim 
Gallagher, Elaine Peebles. Recently Deceased: Kevin McAtee. 
Anniversary of Death: Archie McBride, Mary McLowghlin, Cynthia 
McGinty, Sarah McDougall. 
 
Sat/Sun. Psalm Response, if sung: Blessed are those 
who love the Lord. 
 

WHEN YOU ENTER CHURCH, GOD MAY 
CALL YOU … BUT NOT ON YOUR 

MOBILE PHONE! PLEASE TURN IT OFF! 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
           SUNDAY, Year B                      WEEKDAY, Year II 

COMMEMORATION READINGS &  
MASS INTENTION 

31/12: Feast of the Holy 
Family - white 

Proper 
Margaret Gilchrist, D (6pm Vigil) 
All Parishioners (10am) 
Jean Barrie, D (12.15pm) 

1/1: Solemnity of Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God 
– white  

Proper 
Sarah McDougall, A 

2/1: SS. Basil the Great 
and Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops & Doctors (d. 
379 & 389 – white  

Proper 
John Rourke, A 

3/1: The Most Holy 
Name of Jesus – white   

Proper 
Margaret Gilchrist, D 

4/1: Christmas Feria – 
white   

Proper 
Valentine Manners, D 

5/1: Christmas Feria - 
white         [First Friday] 

Proper 
Christopher Clements, SI 

6/1:               --- --- 

7/1: Solemnity of the 
Epiphany of the Lord – 
white  

Proper 
Ronald Harvey, A (6pm Vigil) 
All Parishioners (10am) 
Francis Balmer, D (12.15pm) 

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = 
Sick; SI = Special Intention; RIP = Requiem Mass 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Day Largs Millport 
Sunday  --- 4-5pm (S) 
Monday 9.20-9.55am (R) 

2-3pm (R) (H) 
--- 

Tuesday 9.20-9.55am (R) --- 
Wednesday 9.20-9.55am (R) --- 
Thursday 1, 3, 4 
(& 5)  

9.20-9.55am (R) 1.45pm (R) 

Thursday 1 only 6.30-8pm (R) --- 
Thursday 2 only 
Every Thursday 

--- 9-9.55am (R) 
2-3pm (R) 

Friday 9.20-9.55am (R) --- 
2nd Saturday only 5-5.55pm (S) --- 

S = Silent; R = Rosary; H = Hall 
Please note: no adoration or rosary prior to a funeral. 

 
NOTICES 

 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD: This beautiful 
Solemnity of Our Lady on 1st January invites us to entrust 
the New Year to our Mother and Queen. It coincides with 
the 57th World Day of Prayer for Peace for which the Holy 
Father has written an important Message entitled, “Artificial 
Intelligence and Peace.” You can find the text here: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/p
eace/documents/20231208-messaggio-
57giornatamondiale-pace2024.html  
 
LITURGY THIS WEEK: After the special feast of Our Lady 
on Monday, the Church invites us to renew our devotion to 
the Holy Name of Jesus on Wednesday. This Name is 
itself a prayer invoking the Lord’s presence and power over 
us in defence against temptation. As a verb, Jesus, “God 
saves”, describes the entire plan of action of the Trinity in 
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our regard, to save us from sin and death. One syllable of 
the Name can accompany our breathing in; the other, our 
breathing out. In this simple way, Je-sus is identified with 
our very breath of life. His Name can thus accompany our 
very last breath as we die to this life to be born to the next. 
     On Tuesday, we commemorate two very close friends, 
Basil and Gregory, who sought to live monastic life in the 
desert but ended up both being bishops in what is today 
Turkey. They were steeped in prayer and true doctrine and 
defended the early Church from the heresies extant at that 
time, at great personal suffering for themselves. 
     The remaining two days of the week are Christmas 
ferial days. They invite us to spend a little more time 
contemplating the incredible mystery of the Crib, a gift from 
the Heart of Jesus (Friday is First Friday). 
 
AGAPE (St. Mary’s): On Thursday 4th January, from 6.30-
8pm. Silent exposition from 6.30-7pm; a Eucharistic 
testimony, 7-7.15pm; Rosary, litany and simple 
benediction, 7.30-8pm. 
 
BULLETIN LIST OF THE SICK: Many ask for a name to 
be added to this list, but few for any to be withdrawn! Some 
names on the current list have been there since I arrived 
in the parish. If the person continues to be ill, that’s 
perfectly fine, of course. However, I do wonder if some 
names are still listed because no-one has thought to ask 
me to remove them? I make a plea to those who know, or 
are relatives of, the sick listed to inform me in writing 
(otherwise I will forget!) if a given name or names can now 
be withdrawn since the person is either better or has died. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (St. Mary’s): Our next 
meeting is on Tuesday 9th January at 7.30pm in the parish 
hall. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 6.30pm for 
PPC members and also for any parishioner who wishes. 
 
ECUMENICAL SERVICE, WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY (St. Mary’s): St. Mary’s will host this 
year, on behalf of LDCT, the annual Service to mark the 
Week of Christian Unity. It will be on Sunday 21st January 
at 5pm. Please set this date aside and join in prayer and 
praise to God that “we may all be one” (John 17:21). 

 
FORTHCOMING SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 1) 30/31 
December, a special collection for St Margaret’s Children 
and Family Care Society (donations to the Crib will also go 
to this cause); 2) 6/7 January, for the Justice and Peace 
Commission of the Bishops of Scotland. 
 
PERSONAL VOTE OF THANKS: I have been 
overwhelmed by the Christmas kindness of parishioners 
on both sides of the Clyde. I wish I could thank everyone 
personally for the many cards, gifts of all sorts, good 
wishes and, especially, prayers and the offering of Masses 
for my intentions. God repay you from His bounty! 
 
JUBILEE OR HOLY YEAR, 2025: Pope Francis has called 
the whole Church to celebrate a Holy Year in 2025. People 
will remember the GREAT JUBILEE YEAR of 2000 and 
before that the Holy Years of 1975 and 1950. The Holy 
Year is a massive opportunity for the spiritual revitalisation 
of the Church and so I would like to invite, encourage and 
even challenge all parishioners under my care to respond 
to the Spirit of God and to get involved in preparing for and 
celebrating this forthcoming Holy Year. 

     To this end, 2024 has already been deemed by the Holy 
Father as a Year of Prayer, to prepare for 2025. It would 
be good, therefore, to raise the stakes as regards the 
individual and collective prayer life of our parishes. At the 
same time, we can hopefully participate in initiatives and 
events taking place at deanery, diocesan, national and 
universal level. We are little cells in the great Mystical Body 
of the Lord, but each cell strengthens the whole Body and 
is fed by it. 2025 will help us come out of any isolationism 
or parochialism and, as Jesus once commanded the 
apostles, help us throw out our nets into deeper waters. 
     It’s my intention to try and set up a Jubilee Committee 
to coordinate and organise things in a way that is open and 
accessible to all. I will discuss this with the Parish Pastoral 
Council at our next meeting on 9th January and, in 
“synodal” fashion, see how this might develop. 
     I ask all parishioners, especially our children and sick, 
to pray for the success of this proposal, measuring 
success only by what the Lord desires. 
 
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL: The Jubilee proposal blends in 
well with the Eucharistic Revival of our parishes which we 
have begun very carefully and gradually since Corpus 
Christi 2023. At the last meeting of the Cenacle, the core 
group praying and planning the tempo and direction of the 
Revival, we have begun to look at modest initiatives that 
can be undertaken in the medium term, with a view to 
progressing these in the long term.  
     Corpus Christi every year will be a particular focus and 
time of celebration. What’s most important is not the 
multiplication of activities, but the deepening of faith, hope 
and love in relation to the Eucharist, both personally and 
as a worshipping community. 
     As praying to prepare for the Jubilee is important, so 
prayer for the Eucharistic Revival is important. Early in the 
New Year, we hope to produce a little prayer card to this 
end. Then, little by little we can feel our way ahead with the 
help of Blessed Carlo and all the saints who had a 
particular devotion to the Eucharist. 
 
SYNOD: The other significant initiative and process taking 
place in the Universal Church at the moment is, of course, 
the “Synod on Synodality.” The most recent official phase 
of this was in Rome during the month of October. Since 
then, a number of documents and suggestions have been 
put forward with a view to encouraging already the 
implementation of a synodal style of praying, deciding and 
acting in the local churches and parishes. 
     However, Synod 2021-2024 is by definition not yet 
complete. There is a second universal phase scheduled in 
Rome for October 2024. There are also conflicting 
approaches and views on what exactly synodality will 
mean in practical terms for the people of God “on the 
ground.” While I hope that we can all be as open as 
possible to where the Spirit is taking the Church on this 
path, I think it more prudent to await the outcome of the 
October 2024 phase of the Synod. It will be at that point 
that the Holy Father will draw things together and give 
more concrete expression and direction for the whole 
Church. 
 
I realise that there is a lot to take in as regards the last 
three items above, but hopefully over Christmas, you will 
get a little time to reflect and pray on them, and for them, 
and consider what your contribution might be as we move 
forward. 


