SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (B), 10th DECEMBER 2023
“REPLENISHED BY THE FOOD OF SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT” (Prayer after Communion).
SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG

Registered Charity No. is SC010576
Tel: 01475  740019.
Website: rclargsandmillport.com
YouTube: https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee
PP’s email:  peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk  

SVDP phone number: 07950 586214. 
Please direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number.
Safeguarding Mobile Phone Numbers: Contact our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) Largs – Mr. Lewis Docherty on 07707 598929; 2) Millport (…..).

Parish Buildings Caretaker & Hallkeeper: 
Edward Stewart, 07796 209986

Crosshouse Hospital chaplain: Fr. Stephen McGrattan at crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01563 521832; 
Ayr Hospital  chaplain: Fr. Benjamin Mkeri  at ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01655 882145.

Holy Mass (all Masses in person & live-streamed):
Largs:  Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am. 
Weekday Mass, 10am, Mon-Fri, except 2nd Thursdays. 
Holidays of Obligation: Vigil, 7pm; Day Mass at 10am only. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; 2nd Thursdays, 10am. 
Holidays of Obligation, 12.15pm only.

Reconciliation or Confession:
Largs: Saturdays, 5-5.45pm; Mondays, after 10am Mass.
Millport: After 10am Mass every 2nd Thursday.

Eucharistic Adoration & Prayers for Vocations to the Priesthood on Mondays at 2pm, Largs (Hall).
Charismatic Prayer Meeting on Fridays at 2pm, Largs (Hall).
Prayer Line: Please ring 07746 923 680 for prayerful support.
Tea & Coffee in St. Mary’s Hall after Sunday 10am Mass

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Helen McShane, Colette McCafferty, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, May Holland, Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, Ylena Green, Mary Boyce, Hugh Millar, Anton McCann, Rena Lee, Jim Lee, Brian Gilligan, Liam McDermott, Frank McCarthy, Baby Ethan Ferguson, Harry Sammons, Henry McMonagle, Joseph Bennett, Margaret Bennett, John & Elizabeth Robertson, Barry Smith, Natasha McNicol, Suzanne Kelly, Margaret Fitzpatrick, William McGrath, Jacqueline Docherty, Mgr. Thomas Canon Egan, Kenneth Collins, Mary McCaffrey, Margaret Maguire, Tom Maguire, Margaret MacMillan, Betty O’Donnell, Linda Scott, Ann Clark, Fr. Eamonn Flynn, Mary McQueen, Esther Murphy, Bill Callison, Sheila Davidson, Marc Codona, Sheila Ferguson, Sandra Canning, Kristine Wallace, Freeda Gutherze, Bella White, Linda Reynolds, Jordan McGhee, Frank Murray. Recently Deceased: Dan Burke, Magnus Work, David Kiltie, Susan Tucker. Anniversary of Death: Agnes Devine, Giulia Gaddini, Anna Watt.

Sat/Sun. Psalm Response, if sung: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help.

PLEASE TURN OFF MOBILE PHONES WHEN IN THE CHURCH

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
        SUNDAY, Year B         	     WEEKDAY, Year II
	COMMEMORATION
	READINGS & 
MASS INTENTION

	10/12: Second Sunday of Advent – purple  
	Proper
Jim McCall, D (6pm Vigil)
All Parishioners (10am)
Fr. Sean Fitzgerald, D (12.15pm)

	11/12: Advent Feria – purple  
	Advent Week 2, Mon
John Francis Birt, A

	12/12: Our Lady of Guadalupe – white  
	Advent Week 2, Tue
Agnes Devine, A

	13/12: St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr (d. early 4th cent.) – red  
	Advent Week 2, Wed
Deceased Legionaries & Auxiliaries

	14/12: St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor (d. 1591) – white [Millport]
	Advent Week 2, Thu
Margaret Egan, SI

	15/12: Advent Feria – purple  
	Advent Week 2, Fri
Sister Teresa, SI

	16/12:               ---
	---

	17/12: Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday – rose 
	Proper
Gemma McDonagh, D (6pm Vigil)
All Parishioners (10am)
Sister Dominica, SI (12.15pm)


A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention; RIP = Requiem Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
	Day
	Largs
	Millport

	Sunday 
	---
	4-5pm (S)

	Monday
	9.20-9.55am (R)
2-3pm (R) (H)
	---

	Tuesday
	9.20-9.55am (R)
	---

	Wednesday
	9.20-9.55am (R)
	---

	Thursday 1, 3, 4 (& 5) 
	9.20-9.55am (R)
	1.45pm (R)

	Thursday 1 only
	6.30-8pm (R)
	---

	Thursday 2 only
Every Thursday
	---
	9-9.55am (R)
2-3pm (R)

	Friday
	9.20-9.55am (R)
	---

	2nd Saturday only
	5-5.55pm (S)
	---


S = Silent; R = Rosary; H = Hall
Please note: no adoration or rosary prior to a funeral.

NOTICES

THURSDAY MASS IS IN MILLPORT: As it is 2nd Thursday on 14th December, the 10am Mass will be in Millport, preceded by Exposition from 9am, with Rosary at 9.30am and Confessions after Mass.

LITURGY THIS WEEK: Monday and Friday continue the penitential colours of Advent this week. On Tuesday, we will contemplate Our Lady of Guadalupe, the principal apparition of Mary in the whole of the Americas. It is a heartening and delightful story which demonstrates Our Lady’s love and attentiveness both to the individual and to entire peoples. On Wednesday, we invoke “Santa Lucia”, whose virgin martyrdom sheds light in the darkness of the winter of unbelief. Paradoxically, St. John of the Cross, whom we commemorate on Thursday, teaches how the dark night of the soul (which has nothing to do with psychological states of mind or emotion) is where the Lord prepares a faithful soul for the vision of his Light. It echoes something of the darkness of the womb before birth into light, the experience of the unborn Jesus in the pregnant womb of Mary. What a feast for our souls, this week!

ADORATION ON FRIDAYS OF ADVENT (St. Mary’s): From 6.00-7.30pm there will be silent adoration of the Holy Eucharist. Confessions from 7pm.

PENANCE SERVICE (St. Mary’s): There will be four priests to hear confessions at the Penance Service on Thursday 14th December from 2pm. The Eucharist will be exposed throughout. I strongly encourage everyone to receive this wonderful Sacrament in time for Christmas.

“YEAR B” & THE GOSPEL OF MARK: From now until Advent 2024, we will be reading from the Gospel of Mark on most Sundays. An overall understanding of what is particular to this Evangelist in his proclamation of Jesus Christ is thus very useful. It helps to understand specific texts and approaches he takes in this, that or the other excerpt from the Gospel we hear. Come along, then, to my talk on Tuesday 19th December at 7pm, and we can share our impressions on Mark. If possible, read through the whole text from beginning to end in preparation for the talk!

MILLPORT ROSARY AND ADORATION: Sunday 10th December will be the last rosary and adoration until after the new year. It will start again with rosary on 11 January and adoration 13 January.

LEGION OF MARY (St. Mary’s): Wednesdays after the 10am Mass. New members welcome. Contact M. Ryan on 675593 for more information.

FROM THE PRO-LIFE GROUP: We will place boxes at the back of the church at Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. We would be very grateful for donations of gifts for a baby. (nappies, new baby clothes, baby wipes etc). These gifts will be taken to The Cardinal's Initiative in Glasgow for distribution to those in need. There will also be a box at the back of the Church in Millport.

PARISH FESTIVAL, 16-29 SEPTEMBER 2024 (St. Mary’s): Please get in touch directly with Celia Lewis if you wish to contribute in any minor or major way to the Festival. Contact Celia on: cecilylewislargs17@gmail.com 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH STALL: A very good selection of Christmas cards and gifts are on sale after every Mass.

SOME PRAYER OCCASIONS TO BE CRIMINALISED IN SCOTLAND: A new parliamentary Bill proposes criminalising prayer in designated ‘buffer zones’ around abortion clinics in Scotland, including inside private homes within a 200m zone. Please visit rcpolitics.org/buffer-zones for more information on what you can do to stop this disproportionate and intolerant law being introduced.  Please respond to the parliament consultation which ends on 20 December. For more information follow this link to the Scottish Catholic Parliamentary Office:  Buffer Zones – Catholic Parliamentary Office (rcpolitics.org)

CHURCHES HOMELESS ACTION NORTH AYRSHIRE - DONATIONS OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS: CHANA is teaming up with the charity Night Before Christmas Charity (NB4CC) to provide those who are homeless and being supported by North Ayrshire Council a Christmas present. Last year NB4CC gave presents to 182 people, including 122 children in North Ayrshire. Please contribute to this charity by visiting NB4CC's "Justgiving" page https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Nightbeforechristmascampaign or by putting your donation in an envelope marked "NB4CC" in the church collection.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 1)  For Libya, 9-10 December; 2) For the Holy Land, there will be one collection only at all Christmas Masses, 24-25 December. The collections will go abroad through SCIAF.

Advent Events & Christmas Mass Times
	12/12, 7pm
	St. Mary’s School Nativity Play

	14/12, 2pm
	Penance Service (4 priests)

	15/12, 
6-7.30pm
	Eucharistic Adoration, with Confessions from 7pm

	19/12, 7pm
	Talk on St. Mark’s Gospel

	22/12, 
6-7.30pm
	Eucharistic Adoration, with Confessions from 7pm

	24/12, 5pm
	Millport, Christmas Vigil Mass with Confessions at 4pm and Carols at 4.45pm

	24/12, 8pm
	Largs, Christmas “Midnight” Mass. Carols at 7.30pm

	25/12, 10am
	Largs, Christmas Mass of the Day

	21/1/24
	Word of God Sunday

	21/1/24, 5pm
	Ecumenical Service, Christian Unity Octave



Eucharistic Crumbs (9)

Presence to us was God’s first purpose for the Incarnation and the Eucharist. To sacrifice himself for our sins and so reveal his divine love was the second. But the third and principal end in view was to make it possible for us to share in God’s own divine life! To become divine!

We are given this share by literally being incorporated into Christ’s Mystical Body. We don’t take God’s place, of course, but by sanctifying grace and charity we become the full and true image and likeness of God. God could have given us this grace without becoming man, but he chose that all grace, both before and after Christ’s incarnation, would come because of Him and through Him. 

The God of majesty takes on the condition of frail mortal man so as to clothe man in the garments of sanctifying grace and supernatural charity and bring him to the Beatific Vision. The incorruptible and immortal One chose to make us the same by uniting himself to our corruptibility and mortality (St. Irenaeus). St. Augustine puts these words in God’s mouth: “Do you want to know how much I love you, how certain you ought to be that I am going to give you my divine reality? I took to myself your mortal reality.”
