SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A), 21* MAY 2023
ETERNAL LIFE IS TO KNOW THE ONLY TRUE GOD AND JESUS CHRIST WHOM HE HAS SENT (John 17:3)
SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 SNE
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR
College Street, Millport, KA2S8 0BG

Tel- 01475 740019.
Website: rclargsandmillport.com
YouTube: https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream

Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

SCO010576
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee
PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

SVDP phone number: 07950 586214. Please direct all enquuiries
and requests directly to this number.

Safeguarding Mobile Phone Numbers: Contact our Parish
Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) Largs - Mr. Lewis Docherty on
07707 598929: 2) Millport (.....).

Crosshouse Hospital chaplain: Fr. Stephen McGrattan at
crosshousehospital@gallowayvdiocese.org.uk or 01563 521832: 2)

Ayr Hospital chaplain: Ir. Beryamin Mkeri at
ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01055 882145.

Holy Mass (a/l Masses in person & hive-streamed))
Largs: Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am. Weekday Mass, 10am, Mon-

Fri, except 2" Thursdays.

Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; 2 Thursdays, 10am.

Reconciliation or Confession

Largs: Saturdays, 5-5.45pm; Mondays, after 10am Mass.
Millport: After 10am Mass every 2" Thursday.

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Helen McShane, Colette McCafferty,
Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa
Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Francis Livingstone,
Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, Donal Hughes, Jonny
Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen
Walker, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella Mclnally, Eithne
Brown, Mary Lyden, Ylena Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader,
Toni Caughey, Mary Boyce, Hugh Millar, Anton McCann, Rena Lee,
Jim Lee, Brian Gilligan, Liam McDermott, Frank McCarthy, Baby
Ethan Ferguson, Harry Sammons, Henry McMonagle, Kenneth
Manners, Joseph Bennett, Margaret Bennett, Suzanne Kerr,
Stephanie Fisher, Val Manners, Charles Shaw, Janice Hamilton,
Peter Kelly, James Martin, Chris Hyde, Robert Macmillan, Patricia
Brown, John & Elizabeth Robertson, Barry Smith, Natasha McNicol,
John Stewart, Suzanne Kelly, Helen Raymond, Margaret Fitzpatrick,
William McGrath, Jacqueline Docherty, Mgr. Thomas Canon Egan,
Kenneth Collins, Mary McCaffrey, Margaret Maguire, Tom Maguire,
Peter Aitken, Mary Hudson, Margaret MacMillan, Betty O’Donnell,
Mother Mary Bennet, Linda Scott, Ann Clark, Marco Romano
Sambucci, Tom Lennon. Recently Deceased: Lizzie Parke, Lawrie
Dewar, Thomas Kerr, Patricia O’'Neill, Rita D’Arcy. Anniversary of
Death: Hugh Maxwell, Elizabeth Lammie.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Day Largs Millport
Sunday 2 only 9.20-9.55am (S) 4-5pm (S)
Monday 9.20-9.55am (R) -

2-3pm (R) (H)
Tuesday 9.20-9.55am (R) -—-
Wednesday 9.20-9.55am (R) -
Thursday 1, 3, 4 | 9.20-9.55am (R) 1.45pm (R)
(&5)
Thursday 1 only 6.30-8pm (R) -
Thursday 2 only -—- 9-9.55am (R)
2-3pm (R)

Friday 9.20-9.55am (R) -
Saturday 2 only 5-5.55pm (S) -

S = Silent; R = Rosary; H = Hall
Please note: no adoration or rosary prior to a funeral.

Psalm Response if sung (Vigil & Sunday Masses): | am

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
COMMEMORATION READINGS &
MASS INTENTION
21/5:  Seventh Sunday of | Proper
Easter - white. Sutherland Family (SI) (6pm V)

All Parishioners (10am)
Diaz Cortez, D (12.15pm)

(d. 1595) - white

22/5: Requiem Mass for | Proper

Elizabeth  Anderson-Parke, | Lizzie Parke, RIP

RIP. [Millport, 12 Noon]

23/5: Ferla - white Faster Week 7, Tue
Lawrie Dewar, RD

24/5: Our Lady, Help of | Easter Week 7, Wed

Christians - blue Rita D’Arcy, RD

25/5: St. Mary Magdalen of | Easter Week 7, Thu

Pazzi, Religious (d. 1607) - | Ian Wallace, D

white

26/5: St. Philip Neri, Priest | Easter, Week 7, Fri

Daniel Haughian, D

27/5: Feria - white

28/5:
red.

Pentecost Sunday -

Proper

Special Intention (RG) (6pm V)
All Parishioners (10am)

Sarah McDougall, D (12.15pm)

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased:
8§ = Sick; ST = Special Intention; RIP = Requiern Mass

sure | shall see the Lord's goodness in the land of the
living.
NOTICES

LIZ71E. ANDERSON PARKE, RIP Millport): The
Requiem Mass for Lizzie will be on Monday 22" May at 12
Noon at the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour,
Millport, followed by burial in the Millport cemetery.

NO MASS AT 10AM IN ST. MARY’S ON MONDAY
22" MAY DUE TO THE FUNERAL IN MILLPORT.

CORPUS CHRISTI (St. Mary’s): The Solemnity of the
Body and Blood of Christ takes place on 10/11 June this
year. To mark the occurrence specially this year, I have
mvited the group known as Life in the Eucharist (LITE),
which works out of St. Columba’s Parish in Glasgow (run
by the Blessed Sacrament Fathers), to come and visit us. As
part of their work, they promote faith in and devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament also under the patronage of Blessed
Carlo Acutis. The group will mount an exhibition in the
parish hall of the Fucharistic Miracles documented by Bl.
Carlo on the website he created for this purpose. The
exhibition will be open from 1lam-8pm on Saturday
10" June and from 11lam-6pm on Sunday 11". There will be
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videos, a side exhibition on Bl. Carlo, the sale of religious
items, including for children, and more. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament will be held all day in St. Mary’s from
11am-6pm on both days. I encourage your attendance for
some part of these activities.

LITURGY THIS WEEK: This last week of Eastertide is a
time to be united with Mary and the Apostles in the Upper
Room as they prayed unceasingly for the Holy Spirit of
Pentecost to come. A Pentecost Novena is available at the
back of our churches to help you join them spiritually. Let’s
use it to pray for ourselves individually and for our parishes
collectively - indeed, for the whole Church!

On Wednesday, we honour Our Lady, Help of
Christians. It was i commemoration of several great
historical events, in which Christianity triumphed through
Mary's intercession, that Pope Pius VII , on September 15,
1815, mstituted the feast of Our Lady, Help of Christians,
to be celebrated on May 24",

We ask Our Lady’s help also for Lizzie Parke whose
funeral takes place this week (Monday).

On Tuesday, we observe a quiet “feria” day and then on
Thursday and Friday, the Church puts before us, first, the
Carmelite Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, a contemplative who
prayed for the reform of the Church and the conversion of
the world, and, then, the warm and attractive figure of Philip
Nerl, a servant of the poor and of young men, the founder
of the Oratorians and a great lover of cats!

And don’t forget it’s still May, so keep those devotions
to Our Lady going strong!

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN WHO DO NOT
ATTEND ST. MARY’S PRIMARY: Parents with children
not at St. Mary’s, and who have not yet registered their
children with the parish for the reception of the Sacraments,
are mvited to pick up and complete the form provided at
the back of the church (or go to the parish website at:
https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/2022/01/18/sacrament
s-for-children-not-attending-st-marvs-primarv-school/)  For
the children to receive the sacraments during the 2023-2024
session, parents must submit the application form no later
than 31" July 2023. This notice applies to parents from both
parishes, Millport and Largs.

FATHER DUNCAN McVICAR: Fr. Duncan, PP m
Ardrossan and a Schoenstatt priest, will come to St. Mary’s
to give a talk on Our Lady on the evening of Tuesday 23"
May at 7pm. I encourage everyone to come along.

A MUSICAL EVENING WITH MARY (St. Mary‘s):
Friday 26" May from 7.30-8.30pm. The evening will include
favourite hymns, solo singing and instrumentals, poetry and
prayer. Come along to celebrate the Queen of the May!

PARISHES’ 2024 PILGRIMAGE TO ASSISI: 8-13
February 2024. More details and booking forms can be had
from the parish office (9.30am-1.30pm, Mon, Tue, Thu,
Fr1). For more information, contact Tim Bray on 07709 921

807 or bravim@outlook.com Please don’t leave booking
your place until the last minute: come forward now!

PARISH HALL COMMITTEE (St. Mary’s): The next
PHC meeting is on Tuesday 30" May at 7.30pm in the
parish hall, preceded by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in the Church. I will expose the Sacrament at
about 6.30pm, but invite PHC members to come just
when/if they can.

YOUTH HUB (St. Mary’s): The next Youth Hub will be
on Friday 26" May from 6.30-8pm. All children from P7 to
S3 are welcome to attend and enjoy the food, fun and
fellowship! Contact: Ed Stewart on Tel. 07796 209986, and

edwardastewart70@gmail.com, for further information.

YOUCAN: There exists a UK-wide group called YouCan
which 1s essentially a group for young adult Catholics. It 1s
mostly a WhatsApp community group regulated by an
admin and priest, with events for meeting up such as
pilgrimages. It currently has 232 from all over the UK, 17
of them Scottish. Please contact Chris Clements for more
information: christopherbruceclements@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S BOOK CILUB: A meeting to discuss the
setting up of a book club in our parishes will take place on
Tuesday 30" May alter the 10am Mass. If you enjoy reading
and discussing what you read, please come along. The aim
1s to deepen our understanding of our Catholic faith, but
also to share food, fellowship and friendship. We would
meet once per month at lunch time. If interested, you will
find a leaflet in the church porch explaining in more detail
the Book Club proposal. Please contact Fiona Phipps on
fiona@macvane.com to confirm attendance at the first
meeting or with any questions or suggestions you may have.
Everyone 1s welcome!

PRAYERLINE: Please ring 07746 923 680 if you need

prayerful support.

CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING (St. Mary’s): 2pm

on Fridays in the parish hall.

SPECIAL COLLECTION for Social Communications at
all Masses 20/21 May. Gift Aid envelopes.

BULLETIN NOTICES: By 12 Noon on Wednesdays.
INCOME FOR MARCH AND APRIL

Description Largs Millport
Loose Plate: March £2,459.66 £407.25
April £4,562.33 £750.46
Bank income: March £3,000.00 £100.00
April £2,843.00 £40.00
Papers: March £49.60
SCIAF: March £1,318.66
April £404.75 £13.04
Holy Places, April £889.03
Tabernacle Plinth £300.00
Seminarians, April £749.15
SVDP £23.07
Donations £450.00
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SUNDAY 215t MAY, 2023:
World Communications Day.

Pope Francis has written a beautiful message for this
occasion. It is worth reproducing here completely. It offers
much good advice on how fo engage well in real
conversation with others. | commend it to your attention!

Speaking with the heart. “The truth in love” (Eph 4:15)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

After having reflected in past years on the verbs “to go and
see” and “to listen” as conditions for good communication,
with this Message for the LVII World Day of Social
Communications, | would like to focus on “speaking with
the heart”. It is the heart that spurred us to go, to see and
to listen, and it is the heart that moves us towards an open
and welcoming way of communicating. Once we have
practised listening, which demands waiting and patience,
as well as foregoing the assertion of our point of view in a
prejudicial way, we can enter into the dynamic of dialogue
and sharing, which is precisely that of communicating in a
cordial way. After listening to the other with a pure heart,
we will also be able to speak following the truth in love (cf.
Eph 4:15). We should not be afraid of proclaiming the truth,
even if it is at times uncomfortable, but of doing so without
charity, without heart. Because “the Christian’s
programme” — as Benedict XVI wrote — “is ‘a heart which
sees’ ”. A heart that reveals the truth of our being with its
beat and that, for this reason, should be listened to. This
leads those who listen to attune themselves to the same
wave length, to the point of being able to hear within their
heart also the heartbeat of the other. Then the miracle of
encounter can take place, which makes us look at one
another with compassion, welcoming our mutual frailties
with respect rather than judging by hearsay and sowing
discord and division.

Jesus warns us that every tree is known by its fruit (cf. Lk
6:44): “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart
produces good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure
produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks” (v. 45). This is why, in order to
communicate truth with charity, it is necessary to purify
one’s heart. Only by listening and speaking with a pure
heart can we see beyond appearances and overcome the
vague din which, also in the field of information, does not
help us discern in the complicated world in which we live.
The call to speak with the heart radically challenges the
times in which we are living, which are so inclined towards
indifference and indignation, at times even on the basis of
disinformation which falsifies and exploits the truth.

Communicating cordi.ai.i.j

Communicating in a cordial manner means that those who
read or listen to us are led to welcome our participation in
the joys, fears, hopes and suffering of the women and men
of our time. Those who speak in this way love the other
because they care and protect their freedom without
violating it. We can see this style in the mysterious
wayfarer who dialogues with the disciples headed to
Emmaus, after the tragedy that took place at Golgotha.
The Risen Jesus speaks to them with the heart,

accompanying the journey of their suffering with respect,
proposing himself and not imposing himself, lovingly
opening their minds to understand the profound meaning
of what had happened. Indeed, they can joyfully exclaim
that their hearts burned within them as he spoke to them
on the road and explained the Scriptures to them (cf. Lk
24:32).

In a historical period marked by polarisations and contrasts
— to which unfortunately not even the ecclesial community
is immune — the commitment to communicating “with
open heart and arms” does not pertain exclusively to those
in the field of communications; it is everyone’s
responsibility. We are all called to seek and to speak the
truth and to do so with charity. We Christians in particular
are continually urged to keep our tongue from evil (cf. Ps
34:13), because as Scripture teaches us, with the same
tongue we can bless the Lord and curse men and women
who were made in the likeness of God (cf. Jas 3:9). No evil
word should come from our mouths, but rather “only such
as is good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may
impart grace to those who hear” (Eph 4:29).

Sometimes friendly conversations can open a breach even
in the most hardened of hearts. We also have evidence of
this in literature. | am thinking of that memorable page in
Chapter XXI of The Betrothed in which Lucia speaks with
the heart to the Innominato [the Unnamed] until he,
disarmed and afflicted by a healthy inner crisis, gives in to
the gentle strength of love. We experience this in society,
where kindness is not only a question of “etiquette” but a
genuine antidote to cruelty, which unfortunately can poison
hearts and make relationships toxic. We need it in the field
of media, so that communication does not foment
acrimony that exasperates, creates rage and leads to
clashes, but helps people peacefully reflect and interpret
with a critical yet always respectful spirit, the reality in
which they live.

Communicating heart to heart: “In order to
speak well, it is enough to love well”

One of the brightest and still fascinating examples of
“speaking with the heart” is offered by Saint Francis de
Sales, a Doctor of the Church, whom | wrote about in the
Apostolic Letter, Totum Amoris Est, 400 years after his
death. In addition to this important anniversary, | would like
to mention another anniversary that takes place in 2023:
the centenary of his proclamation as patron of Catholic
journalists by Pius XI with the Encyclical, Rerum Omnium
Perturbationem. A brilliant intellectual, fruitful writer and
profound theologian, Francis de Sales was Bishop of
Geneva at the beginning of the XVII century during difficult
years marked by heated disputes with Calvinists. His meek
attitude, humanity and willingness to dialogue patiently
with everyone, especially with those who disagreed with
him, made him an extraordinary witness of God’s merciful
love. One could say about him: “A pleasant voice multiplies
friends, and a gracious tongue multiplies courtesies” (Sir
6:5). After all, one of his most famous statements, “heart
speaks to heart”, inspired generations of faithful, among
them Saint John Henry Newman, who chose it as his
motto, Cor ad cor loquitur. One of his convictions was, “In
order to speak well, it is enough to love well”. It shows that
for him communication should never be reduced to
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something artificial, to a marketing strategy, as we might
say nowadays, but is rather a reflection of the soul, the
visible surface of a nucleus of love that is invisible to the
eye. For Saint Francis de Sales, precisely “in the heart and
through the heart, there comes about a subtle, intense and
unifying process in which we come to know God”. By
“loving well”, Saint Francis succeeded in communicating
with Martin, the deaf-mute, becoming his friend. This is
why he is also known as the protector of people with
impairments in communicating.

It is from this “criterion of love” that, through his writings
and witness of life, the saintly Bishop of Geneva reminds
us that “we are what we communicate”. This goes against
the grain today, at a time when — as we experience
especially on social media — communication is often
exploited so that the world may see us as we would like to
be and not as we are. Saint Francis de Sales disseminated
many copies of his writings among the Geneva community.
This “journalistic” intuition earned him a reputation that
quickly went beyond the confines of his diocese and still
endures to this day.

His writings, Saint Paul VI observed, provide for a “highly
enjoyable, instructive and moving” reading. If we look
today at the field of communications, are these not
precisely the characteristics that an article, a report, a
television or radio programme or a social media post
should include? May people who work in communications
feel inspired by this saint of tenderness, seeking and telling
the truth with courage and freedom and rejecting the
temptation to use sensational and combative expressions.

Speak‘ing with the heart in the Sjnodai.
process

As | have emphasised, “In the Church, too, there is a great
need to listen to and to hear one another. It is the most
precious and life-giving gift we can offer each other”.
Listening without prejudice, attentively and openly, gives
rise to speaking according to God’s style, nurtured by
closeness, compassion and tenderness. We have a
pressing need in the Church for communication that
kindles hearts, that is balm on wounds and that shines light
on the journey of our brothers and sisters. | dream of an
ecclesial communication that knows how to let itself be
guided by the Holy Spirit, gentle and at the same time,
prophetic, that knows how to find new ways and means for
the wonderful proclamation it is called to deliver in the third
millennium. A communication which puts the relationship
with God and one’s neighbour, especially the neediest, at
the centre and which knows how to light the fire of faith
rather than preserve the ashes of a self-referential identity.
A form of communication founded on humility in listening
and parrhesia in speaking, which never separates truth
from charity.

Disarming souls by promoting a language of
peace

“A soft tongue will break a bone”, says the book of
Proverbs (25:15). Today more than ever, speaking with the
heart is essential to foster a culture of peace in places
where there is war; to open paths that allow for dialogue
and reconciliation in places where hatred and enmity rage.

In the dramatic context of the global conflict we are
experiencing, it is urgent to maintain a form of
communication that is not hostile. It is necessary to
overcome the tendency to “discredit and insult opponents
from the outset [rather] than to open a respectful dialogue”.

We need communicators who are open to dialogue,
engaged in promoting integral disarmament and
committed to undoing the belligerent psychosis that nests
in our hearts, as Saint John XXIII prophetically urged in the
Encyclical Pacem In Terris: “True peace can only be built
in mutual trust” (No. 113). A trust which has no need of
sheltered or closed communicators but bold and creative
ones who are ready to take risks to find common ground
on which to meet. As was the case sixty years ago, we are
now also living in a dark hour in which humanity fears an
escalation of war that must be stopped as soon as
possible, also at the level of communication. It is terrifying
to hear how easily words calling for the destruction of
people and territories are spoken. Words, unfortunately,
that often turn into warlike actions of heinous violence. This
is why all belligerent rhetoric must be rejected, as well as
every form of propaganda that manipulates the truth,
disfiguring it for ideological ends. Instead, what must be
promoted is a form of communication that helps create the
conditions to resolve controversies between peoples.

As Christians, we know that the destiny of peace is
decided by conversion of hearts, since the virus of war
comes from within the human heart. From the heart come
the right words to dispel the shadows of a closed and
divided world and to build a civilisation which is better than
the one we have received. Each of us is asked to engage
in this effort, but it is one that especially appeals to the
sense of responsibility of those working in the field of
communications so that they may carry out their profession
as a mission.

May the Lord Jesus, the pure Word poured out from the
heart of the Father, help us to make our communication
clear, open and heartfelt.

May the Lord Jesus, the Word made flesh, help us listen
to the beating of hearts, to rediscover ourselves as
brothers and sisters, and to disarm the hostility that
divides.

May the Lord Jesus, the Word of truth and love, help us
speak the truth in charity, so that we may feel like
protectors of one another.

Frawncis

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 24 January 2023,
Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales,



