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Holy Mass (all Masses live-streamed) 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am. Weekday Mass, 
10am. Mon-Fri, except 2nd Thursdays. Millport: Sunday, 
12.15pm; 2nd Thursdays, 10am. 
 
Reconciliation or Confession 
Largs: Saturdays, 5-5.45pm; Mondays, after 10am Mass. 
Millport: After 10am Mass every 2nd Thursday. 
 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

7/3: Feria of Lent. For the grace 
to be just in dealing with others. 

Lent, Week 1 
Liturgical colour: purple 

8/3: Feria of Lent. For the grace 
to welcome God’s Word. 

Lent, Week 1 
Liturgical colour: purple 

9/3: Requiem Mass for 
Jemima McLaren, RIP.   

Proper 
Liturgical colour: purple 

10/3: Feast of St. John 
Ogilvie. For the grace to face 
trials calling on God’s help.  

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

11/3: Feria of Lent. For the 
grace of conversion for all sinners. 

Lent, Week 1 
Liturgical colour: purple 

12/3: Feria of Lent. --- 
13/3: 2nd Sunday of Lent. 
For the grace to be faithful to our 
baptismal covenant. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: purple 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 5/3, 6pm Bridget Gallagher, D 
Sun 6/3, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 6/3, 12.15pm Joseph & Ellen McGonigle, D 
Mon 7/3, 10am Baby Ethan Pearson, S 
Tues 8/3, 10am Helen Keane, D 
Wed 9/3, 10am Gemima McLaren, RIP 
Thurs 10/3, 10am [Millport] Joseph Milgrew, A 
Fri 11/3, 10am Murphy Family (living) 
Sat 12/3, 6pm Murphy Family (deceased) 
Sun 13/3, 10am James Meighan, D 
Sun 13/3, 12.15pm Intention of Celebrant 
A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 

SI = Special Intention; RIP = Requiem Mass 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, 
Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa 

Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, 
Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, 
Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, 
Sheena Lane, Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny 
Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, 
Eileen Walker, Cynthia McGinty, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair 
Murphy, Isabella McInally, Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, 
Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth 
Reader, Toni Caughey, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh 
Millar, Anton McCann, Rena Lee, Brian Gilligan, Mary 
Chalmers, Baby Michael Allison, Stephanie Fisher, Liam 
McDermott, Mari Richards, Jean Gregan, Frank McCarthy, 
Baby Ethan Ferguson, Harry Sammons, Henry 
McMonagle, Kenneth Manners, Joseph Bennett, Joyce 
Clark, Suzanne Kerr. Recently Deceased: Douglas Mack, 
Jemima McLaren, Ina Ashworth, Wanda O’Dwyer, Patrick 
O’Donnell, Dynpha McAleenen, Stephen Grant, Hugh 
Wright. Anniversary of Death: Marie O’Donnell, Paola 
Theron, Nadia Maltby, Jim McGill. 
 

NOTICES 
 
MRS JEMIMA PORTER McLAREN, RIP (St. Mary’s): I 
share the sad news of the death of Mrs. McLaren this past 
weekend in Burnlea Care Home. May she rest in peace. 
Sincerest condolences to her sister, Margaret Boyle, and to 
all who knew and loved her. The Requiem Mass will take 
place on Wednesday 9th March at 10am at St. Mary’s 
church; the corpse will be brought to the church on 
Tuesday 8th March at 6pm, and thereafter to the Clyde 
Crematorium. 
 
LITURGY THIS WEEK: In this first full week of Lent, the 
Word of God suggests we ask for graces such as: to be just 
in dealing with others; to open our hearts like rich soil to 
welcome the seed of the Word; and to pray for the 
conversion of all sinners, ourselves included. 
     The words of Ash Wednesday echo in our ears 
(“Remember you are dust”) as we perform the burial rites 
for Jemima McLaren on Wednesday and recall the heroic 
martyr John Ogilvie on Thursday. Life may be short, but 
we can live it, all of it, for Christ! 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS (St. Mary’s): I invite our 
parish groups to come forward and to offer to lead the 
Stations of the Cross at 7pm on Friday evenings during 
Lent. There are five slots available: 11, 18, 25 March and 1 
& 8 April. There are many forms in which the Stations can 
be prayed. I only ask that in planning them, you stay to 30-
40 minutes maximum. 
 
MILLPORT ROSARY GROUP: Thursdays at 2pm in the 
church. For more information, contact 01475 530 417. 

 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to 
the conflict in Ukraine. 

 
PRAYERLINE: Please ring 07746 923 680. 
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SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE (St. 
Mary’s): The annual recurrence of this important Day of 
Prayer will be celebrated at St. Mary’s on Tuesday 8th  
March at 3pm. Please make attendance at this Prayer 
Service a real priority and commitment of love and hope 
during the Holy Season of Lent. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
SYCAMORE (St. Mary’s): I encourage everyone to 
consider going along to the Sycamore evenings, even just 
once or twice during Lent. The dates are March 9th,16th, 
23rd, 30th and April 6th. The time is from 7.30-9pm. For 
more information, contact Gordon McMillan on mobile 
07977 403 462, or email gordonmcmillan7@gmail.com. 
 
SYNOD ENCOUNTER (St. Mary’s): Sunday, 6th 
March, from 2pm. It may be too late to book your 
place at the St. Mary’s Synod Encounter, but you can still 
try. To register your participation, simply either put your 
name and contact number into the post box in the church 
porch, or email Fr. Peter at 
largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, or phone either 07398 109 
094 or 07592 059 069, and leave a message with your 
name and contact number. 
 
SYNOD ENCOUNTER (Millport): Helena Rameckers 
of the diocesan Synod Team, with logistical support from 
Linda Reynolds, will lead the Synod Encounter in 
Millport on Sunday 6th March, from 3pm. I 
encourage everyone to attend. It’s important, though, that 
you register to participate so as to facilitate the practical 
arrangements. Please write your name and contact 
number on a piece of paper and pop it in the box available 
at the back of the church. Alternatively, telephone Linda 
on 01475 530 417 or drop her an email at 
lindajanette72@gmail.com  
 
LENTEN RETREAT ONLINE: The Ignatian 
Spirituality Centre in Glasgow is offering an online retreat 
based on the life of St. Ignatius. It can be followed 
individually or in a group. More details are available at 
the following link: https://iscglasgow.co.uk/lent22.html 
 
THE PRO-LIFE GROUP (St. Mary’s) will meet on 
Monday 7th March in the church hall.  New members will 
be made very welcome. 
 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (St. Mary’s): 
New members are needed, men or women. The Society 
meets weekly in the small meeting room behind the 
sacristy in the church every Thursday either after 10am 

mass or at 10.30 when there isn’t a Mass. Anyone can 
come along and just introduce themselves. 
 

TABLE OF FORTHCOMING PARISH EVENTS 
Event Date Time & Place 

Synod Encounter 6 March 2pm, Largs Hall 
Synod Encounter 6 March 3pm, Millport 
Day of Prayer for  
Victims of Abuse 

8 March 3pm, St. Mary’s 

Fr. Peter on retreat 9-16 March --- 
Sycamore 9 March 7.30pm, Largs Hall 
Stations of the Cross 11 March 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Evening Devotions 13 March 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Sycamore 16 March 7.30pm, Largs Hall 
Stations of the Cross 18 March 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Service of the Word 20 March 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Sycamore 23 March 7.30pm, Largs Hall 
Stations of the Cross 25 March 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Parish Pastoral  
Council (virtual) 

29 March 7pm, St. Mary’s 

Sycamore 30 March 7.30pm, Largs Hall 
Stations of the Cross 1 April 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Penance Service 5 April 2pm, St. Mary’s 
Sycamore 6 April 7.30pm, Largs Hall 
Agape 7 April 6.30-8pm, St. 

Mary’s 
Stations of the Cross 8 April 7pm, St. Mary’s 
Palm Sunday 10 April Sunday Mass 

schedule 
Evening Devotions 10 April 7pm, St. Mary’s 

 
 

LENTEN EXERCISE SUGGESTIONS 
 

Date Pray Abstain Alms 
Mon 7/3 Psalm 4 Complaining Be patient 
Tues 8/3 Joel 3:1 Tea/coffee Smile 

Wed 9/3 Song of Songs 
6:7 

Fragrances Say I love you to 
someone 

Thu 10/3 Jude 24 Dairy Pray for an enemy 
Fri 11/3 Is 49: 13-17 Fish & meat Make a gift that 

hurts 
Sat 12/3 Rom 16:25-27 Politics Encourage 
Sun 13/3 Phil 3:7-8 Sweets Ask forgiveness 

 
 
ASSISTED SUICIDE: Message from SPUC: “Liam 
McArthur MSP is planning on bringing a bill to legalise 
assisted suicide in Scotland later this year. MSPs need to 
hear from you why assisted suicide is dangerous and 
should never be legalised in Scotland. To help you contact 
your MSPs, SPUC has created an easy to use web tool. 
Please go to www.spuc.org.uk/assistedsuicidescotland, 
and enter your postcode to send an email to all eight of 
your MSPs.” 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SANCTUARY (St. 
Mary’s): As mentioned at the end of the 10am Mass last 
Sunday, I hope to provide a “face-lift” for the sanctuary in 
the course of 2022. The purpose is to enhance the beauty 
of the sanctuary and so contribute to the worthier 
celebration of the Liturgy. The steps would include: 
1. Removing the wooden screen at the back of the 
sanctuary so as to reclaim the space behind it and the light 
that would bring. 
2. Relocating the items currently stored behind the screen 
to more suitable storage space. 
3. Painting the sanctuary and laying a new carpet. 
4. Elevating the crucifix 4/5 feet. 
5. Installing a plinth roughly where the crucifix is at the 
moment. It would probably be of granite comparable to 
the altar, lectern and baptismal font. 
6. Purchasing a new tabernacle to be placed on top of the 
plinth so that the Blessed Sacrament is once again the 
central focus of the sanctuary. The current tabernacle, 
which is the original one, is badly time-worn and fraying. 
7. Improving the lighting in the sanctuary. 
8. Restoring the side altar to Our Lady. 
     In terms of costing, the proposal would be to pay for 
the removal of the wooden screen, the painting of the 
sanctuary, the improved lighting and the new carpet from 
parish funds. The cost would be roughly £20-£25k.  
     The removal of the screen would constitute 
extraordinary expense, whilst the other tasks would be 
considered as ordinary maintenance expense.  
     For the new plinth and tabernacle, given especially the 
significance of the tabernacle, I would like to ask any 
parishioner who wishes to donate to the cost. A worthy 
tabernacle of sufficient size and proportion for the 
sanctuary could cost anything from £2,000 to £5,000. 
The cost of a plinth is currently under investigation.  
 
UKRAINE: Special collections will be held at all Masses 
over the weekends of 12/13 and 19/20 March. Gift Aid 
envelopes will be provided. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: All notices should be submitted to 
the parish house by no later than 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 

MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS 
FOR LENT 2022 

 
“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall 
reap our harvest,  if we do not give up. So then, while we 
have the opportunity, let us do good to all” (Gal 6:9-10) 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Lent is a favourable time for personal and community 
renewal, as it leads us to the paschal mystery of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For our Lenten journey in 
2022, we will do well to reflect on Saint Paul’s exhortation 
to the Galatians: “Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in 
due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So 

then, while we have the opportunity (kairós), let us do good 
to all” (Gal 6:9-10). 
 
1. Sowing and reaping 
In these words, the Apostle evokes the image of sowing and 
reaping, so dear to Jesus (cf. Mt 13). Saint Paul speaks to 
us of a kairós: an opportune time for sowing goodness in 
view of a future harvest. What is this “opportune time” for 
us? Lent is certainly such an opportune time, but so is our 
entire existence, of which Lent is in some way an image. All 
too often in our lives, greed, pride and the desire to 
possess, accumulate and consume have the upper hand, 
as we see from the story of the foolish man in the Gospel 
parable, who thought his life was safe and secure because 
of the abundant grain and goods he had stored in his barns 
(cf. Lk 12:16-21). Lent invites us to conversion, to a change 
in mindset, so that life’s truth and beauty may be found not 
so much in possessing as in giving, not so much in 
accumulating as in sowing and sharing goodness. 
 
The first to sow is God himself, who with great generosity 
“continues to sow abundant seeds of goodness in our 
human family” (Fratelli Tutti, 54). During Lent we are called 
to respond to God’s gift by accepting his word, which is 
“living and active” (Heb 4:12). Regular listening to the word 
of God makes us open and docile to his working (cf. Jas 
1:21) and bears fruit in our lives. This brings us great joy, 
yet even more, it summons us to become God’s co-workers 
(cf. 1 Cor 3:9). By making good use of the present time (cf. 
Eph 5:16), we too can sow seeds of goodness. This call to 
sow goodness should not be seen as a burden but a grace, 
whereby the Creator wishes us to be actively united with his 
own bountiful goodness. 
 
What about the harvest? Do we not sow seeds in order to 
reap a harvest? Of course! Saint Paul points to the close 
relationship between sowing and reaping when he says: 
“Anyone who sows sparsely will reap sparsely as well, and 
anyone who sows generously will reap generously as well” 
(2 Cor 9:6). But what kind of harvest are we talking about? 
A first fruit of the goodness we sow appears in ourselves 
and our daily lives, even in our little acts of kindness. In 
God, no act of love, no matter how small, and no “generous 
effort” will ever be lost (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 279). Just as 
we recognize a tree by its fruits (cf. Mt 7:16, 20), so a life 
full of good deeds radiates light (cf. Mt 5:14-16) and carries 
the fragrance of Christ to the world (cf. 2 Cor 2:15). Serving 
God in freedom from sin brings forth fruits of sanctification 
for the salvation of all (cf. Rom 6:22). 
 
In truth, we see only a small portion of the fruits of what we 
sow, since, according to the Gospel proverb, “one sows, 
while another reaps” (Jn 4:37). When we sow for the benefit 
of others, we share in God’s own benevolent love: “it is truly 
noble to place our hope in the hidden power of the seeds of 
goodness we sow, and thus to initiate processes whose 
fruits will be reaped by others” (Fratelli Tutti, 196). Sowing 
goodness for the benefit of others frees us from narrow self-
interest, infuses our actions with gratuitousness, and makes 
us part of the magnificent horizon of God’s benevolent plan. 
 
The word of God broadens and elevates our vision: it tells 
us that the real harvest is eschatological, the harvest of the 
last, undying day. The mature fruit of our lives and actions 
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is “fruit for eternal life” (Jn 4:36), our “treasure in heaven” 
(Lk 12:33; 18:22). Jesus himself uses the image of the seed 
that dies in the ground in order to bear fruit as a symbol of 
the mystery of his death and resurrection (cf. Jn 12:24); 
while Saint Paul uses the same image to speak of the 
resurrection of our bodies: “What is sown is perishable, but 
what is raised is imperishable; what is sown is contemptible 
but what is raised is glorious; what is sown is weak, but what 
is raised is powerful; what is sown is a natural body, and 
what is raised is a spiritual body” (1 Cor 15:42-44). The 
hope of resurrection is the great light that the risen Christ 
brings to the world, for “if our hope in Christ has been for 
this life only, we are of all people the most pitiable. In fact, 
however, Christ has been raised from the dead, as the first-
fruits of all who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:19-20). Those 
who are intimately united to him in love “by dying a death 
like his” (Rom 6:5) will also be united to his resurrection for 
eternal life (cf. Jn 5:29). “Then the upright will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Mt 13:43). 
 
2. “Let us not grow tired of doing good” 
 
Christ’s resurrection enlivens earthly hopes with the “great 
hope” of eternal life, planting the seed of salvation in our 
present time (cf. BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi, 3; 7). Bitter 
disappointment at shattered dreams, deep concern for the 
challenges ahead and discouragement at the poverty of our 
resources, can make us tempted to seek refuge in self-
centredness and indifference to the suffering of others. 
Indeed, even our best resources have their limitations: 
“Youths grow tired and weary, the young stumble and fall” 
(Is 40:30). Yet God “gives strength to the weary, he 
strengthens the powerless… Those who hope in the Lord 
will regain their strength, they will soar on wings like eagles; 
though they run they will not grow weary, though they walk 
they will never tire» (Is 40:29, 31). The Lenten season calls 
us to place our faith and hope in the Lord (cf. 1 Pet 1:21), 
since only if we fix our gaze on the risen Christ (cf. Heb 
12:2) will we be able to respond to the Apostle’s appeal, 
“Let us never grow tired of doing good” (Gal 6:9). 
 
Let us not grow tired of praying. Jesus taught us to “pray 
always without becoming weary” ( Lk 18:1). We need to 
pray because we need God. Thinking that we need nothing 
other than ourselves is a dangerous illusion. If the 
pandemic has heightened the awareness of our own 
personal and social fragility, may this Lent allow us to 
experience the consolation provided by faith in God, without 
whom we cannot stand firm (cf. Is 7:9). No one attains 
salvation alone, since we are all in the same boat, amid the 
storms of history; and certainly no one reaches salvation 
without God, for only the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ 
triumphs over the dark waters of death. Faith does not 
spare us life’s burdens and tribulations, but it does allow us 
to face them in union with God in Christ, with the great hope 
that does not disappoint, whose pledge is the love that God 
has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 
5:1-5). 
 
Let us not grow tired of uprooting evil from our lives. May 
the corporal fasting to which Lent calls us fortify our spirit 
for the battle against sin. Let us not grow tired of asking for 
forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation, knowing that God never tires of forgiving. 

Let us not grow tired of fighting against concupiscence, that 
weakness which induces to selfishness and all evil, and 
finds in the course of history a variety of ways to lure men 
and women into sin (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 166). One of these is 
addiction to the digital media, which impoverishes human 
relationships. Lent is a propitious time to resist these 
temptations and to cultivate instead a more integral form of 
human communication ( ibid., 43) made up of “authentic 
encounters” ( ibid., 50), face-to-face and in person. 
 
Let us not grow tired of doing good in active charity towards 
our neighbours. During this Lent, may we practise 
almsgiving by giving joyfully (cf. 2 Cor 9:7). God who 
“supplies seed to the sower and bread for food” (2 Cor 9:10) 
enables each of us not only to have food to eat, but also to 
be generous in doing good to others. While it is true that we 
have our entire life to sow goodness, let us take special 
advantage of this Lenten season to care for those close to 
us and to reach out to our brothers and sisters who lie 
wounded along the path of life (cf. Lk 10:25-37). Lent is a 
favourable time to seek out – and not to avoid – those in 
need; to reach out – and not to ignore – those who need a 
sympathetic ear and a good word; to visit – and not to 
abandon – those who are lonely. Let us put into practice our 
call to do good to all, and take time to love the poor and 
needy, those abandoned and rejected, those discriminated 
against and marginalized (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 193). 
 
3. “If we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in due 
time” 
 
Each year during Lent we are reminded that “goodness, 
together with love, justice and solidarity, are not achieved 
once and for all; they have to be realized each day” (ibid., 
11). Let us ask God to give us the patient perseverance of 
the farmer (cf. Jas 5:7), and to persevere in doing good, one 
step at a time. If we fall, let us stretch out our hand to the 
Father, who always lifts us up. If we are lost, if we are misled 
by the enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to 
return to God, who “is generous in forgiving” (Is 55:7). In 
this season of conversion, sustained by God’s grace and by 
the communion of the Church, let us not grow tired of doing 
good. The soil is prepared by fasting, watered by prayer and 
enriched by charity. Let us believe firmly that “if we do not 
give up, we shall reap our harvest in due time” and that, with 
the gift of perseverance, we shall obtain what was promised 
(cf. Heb 10:36), for our salvation and the salvation of others 
(cf. 1 Tim 4:16). By cultivating fraternal love towards 
everyone, we are united to Christ, who gave his life for our 
sake (cf. 2 Cor 5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of 
the joy of the kingdom of heaven, when God will be “all in 
all” (1 Cor 15:28). 
 
May the Virgin Mary, who bore the Saviour in her womb and 
“pondered all these things in her heart” (Lk 2:19), obtain for 
us the gift of patience. May she accompany us with her 
maternal presence, so that this season of conversion may 
bring forth fruits of eternal salvation.  

FRANCIS 


