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Welcome to the Bulletin 
 
Welcome to the most recent edition of the Diocese of 

Galloway’s Safeguarding Bulletin. 

 

January was an extremely busy month for the Safeguarding 

Team, and we would like to thank all Parish Priests and 

Safeguarding Coordinators for your work completing and 

submitting your annual Safeguarding audits. A couple 

remained outstanding at the point of writing this issue, and so 

a summary will be published in next month’s Bulletin.  

 

On 5th February, we held a Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory 

Group meeting, which was Bishop Nolan’s final DSAG with us, 

and which was also attended by Lady Rita Rae, the new Chair 

of the Board for the Scottish Catholic Safeguarding Standards 

Agency. 

 

Information about the DSAG meeting and various other 

ongoing and upcoming pieces of work are included in this 

bulletin. As always, we welcome new volunteers to join us in 

any aspect of our ministry; please contact any member of the 

Operations Team. 
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INTERNATIONAL SAFEGUARDING CONFERENCE: 

REPORTING ABUSE: OBLIGATIONS, DILEMMAS AND REALITY 

In June 2022, a 3-day International Safeguarding Conference will take place at the Pontifical Gregorian 

University in Rome. The Conference (title above) will explore: the challenges of reporting abuse; institutional 

challenges and why victims/survivors of abuse delay reporting; and how Safeguarding personnel can make 

reporting abuse easier and accompany survivors through the process. Helena will be coordinating three 

preparatory meetings between March and May, where up to 20 Church Safeguarding personnel will be asked 

to share their views and experiences in these areas. These preparatory meetings will help to inform the 

Organising Committee’s work as they finalise the arrangements for the Conference itself. If you would be 

interested in participating in these preparatory meetings, which are likely to be held online, please contact 

Helena for more information, or to register your interest. Thank you. 



 

Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory Group 
DSAG met virtually on 5th February with a packed agenda; minutes are available here. Speaking at his final DSAG 

in Galloway, Bishop Nolan said he has been impressed by the commitment and professionalism of so many 

people who are dedicated to keeping our parish communities safe. Various DSAG members expressed their 

thanks to Bishop Nolan for the support he has provided, and wished him well in his new role as Archbishop of 

Glasgow. Attending her first DSAG meeting, Lady Rae took lots of notes and stressed that she would like to 

encourage people to apply to be directors of the new Board. She emailed later to say: “I was impressed and learned 

so much from the meeting”. 

 

SAFEGUARDING OPERATIONS TEAM (OT) 

Helena Rameckers—Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser safeguarding.adviser@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Mari Biondi—Operations Core Team mari.biondi@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Geraldine Butcher—Operations Core Team geraldine.butcher@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Hilary McKenzie—Operations Core Team hilary.mckenzie@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SOCIAL MEDIA SHARING 

This link can be used to share this document on 

Facebook while retaining the hyperlinks. Thank you 

to all the parishes who are doing so. 

SAFEGUARDING RISK ASSESSMENTS 

All parish groups working with children or 

vulnerable adults must complete an annual 

Safeguarding Risk Assessment. This has been an 

ongoing area of uncertainty among volunteers, and 

was highlighted as a priority in the feedback from the 

National Safeguarding Webinar in October. As a 

result, a small working group is developing an 

electronic risk assessment tool, which will contain 

drop-down boxes with pre-populated information for 

volunteers to use. A short training video will be 

created to guide people through its use. It is hoped 

that this will be trialled by two dioceses before the end 

of this year. 

CLERGY TRAINING DAY 

Clergy Training was postponed until Thursday, 9th 

June due to uncertainties around gathering all the 

clergy together with the new wave of Covid. Work is 

ongoing to develop presentations on: Standard 5; 

IGIv2 in our parishes; impact of trauma caused by 

different types of abuse, and how these might present 

in the adult population. We are looking forward to 

working with all the clergy during this event. 

TRAINING UPDATES 

Our Diocesan Safeguarding Trainers were all invited 

to attend one of two refresher sessions, where they 

were given access to the Induction Training sessions 

which were revised following the publication of 

IGIv2. The Trainers are now able to deliver Parts 1 

and 2 training across the diocese. If your parish audit 

identified a need for these training sessions and your 

hall is open to groups gathering once more, please 

contact any member of the OT to arrange a date for 

training. A short, refresher video of the key 

Safeguarding messages is also being developed by 

CARITAS pupils and should be available soon. 

SAFE RECRUITMENT 

The application form to commence ministries will 

soon be able to be completed online; more 

information to follow. 

SAFEGUARDING MATTERS: The most recent edition of the national newsletter is available here. 

https://irp.cdn-website.com/1debef1b/files/uploaded/20220205%20DSAG%20minutes.pdf
mailto:safeguarding@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://gallowaydiocese.org.uk/more-information
https://www.scsafeguarding.org.uk/Portals/0/Safeguarding%20Matters%20Jan%202022.pdf

