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the Body of the Church, our individual weaknesses weaken the whole Body. Sin, too, no 
matter how personal or private, wounds not only oneself, but the whole Body. 
 
The two parts to this petition are intimately linked. Sin in particular causes disorder. 
Sin is of its nature disorderly: it rebels against God’s order. That’s why sin causes a 
lack of peace within the sinner and between sinners. Sin is the disordered desire of 
something good in itself. By acting out, it distorts the truth of the good. It imposes the 
ego-centric personal will on reality in defiance of the divine will for reality and for me. 
In this petition we are asking the Spirit not to “let us” promote disorder in the Synod. 
This means to give us the grace not to impose our selfish will during the Synod but to 
see and embrace the divine will for it. To do that is to promote order. It is a selfless, 
God-centred order. Not just order in the sense of the proceedings, but in terms of the ideas 
and proposals. That is why we first implore and listen to the Spirit through the Word 
of God, that Word which created all order and restored all order through his Cross. 
 
2. “Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality 
influence our actions.” 
 
Again we ask “do not let”: i.e. we ask the Spirit actively to assist us. This time we 
invoke one of the gifts already in us by Confirmation, the gift of Knowledge. The 
Knowledge in question here is not so much an antidote to ignorance understood as an 
absence of information. Certainly, we want information. But the Knowledge in question 
here is precisely a gift. We are asking the Spirit to put into our minds and hearts God’s 
own Knowledge of His will and ways. We can have all the information but still go 
down the wrong path if we don’t have that inner, infused gift of divine Knowledge of 
where He is leading the Church in the Synod. He alone Knows the right path. 
 
Partiality is alien to the Spirit. He knows nothing of liberal, progressive wings or of 
conservative, traditional wings. He detests, “I am for Paul”, “I am for Apollos” etc., 
as we hear about in Corinth. Partiality zooms in on one part to the exclusion of the rest. 
It is not “truly Catholic”, a word which means wholeness and inclusion. Partiality 
closes the borders around its part; but the Spirit wants open borders between all the 
parts, so that they work together in a wonderful diversity in unity. Partiality negates 
unity. A part is only part of a unity if it embraces all other parts. Synodality is about 
walking together, not in parallel sectors or on increasingly divergent paths. Partiality 
withers its own part and it falls or is cut off the vine. At the Synod, everyone must hear 
everyone with the “ears” of the Spirit and speak to everyone with the Spirit’s “tongues.” 
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THURSDAY AGAPE 
 

EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 
THURSDAY, WEEK 4 

ORDINARY TIME 
 
Introduction (All stand) 
 
Priest: O God, come to our aid. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn 
 
Sweet Sacrament divine,  
hid in thine earthly home;  
lo! round thy lowly shrine,  
with suppliant hearts we come;  
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise  
In songs of love and heartfelt praise,  
Sweet Sacrament divine. 

Sweet Sacrament of peace,  
dear home of every heart,  
where restless yearnings cease,  
and sorrows all depart.  
There in thine ear, all trustfully,  
we tell our tale of misery,  
Sweet Sacrament of peace. 

 
Psalms and Canticle (All sit) 
 

Psalm 143 (144) 
For victory and peace 

“I can do all things with the help of the One who gives me strength” 
(Phil 4:13). 

 
Priest: The Lord is my love and my refuge: in him I place my trust. 
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Women: Blessed be the Lord, my rock, 
  who trains my arms for battle, 
  who prepares my hands for war. 
 
He is my love, my fortress; 
  he is my stronghold, my saviour 
my shield, my place of refuge. 
  He brings peoples under my rule. 
 
Lord, what is man that you care for him, 
  mortal man, that you keep him in mind; 
man, who is merely a breath 
  whose life fades like a shadow? 
 
Lower your heavens and come down; 
  touch the mountains; wreathe them in smoke. 
Flash your lightnings; rout the foe, 
  shoot your arrows and put them to flight. 
 
Reach down from heaven and save me; 
  draw me out from the mighty waters, 
  from the hands of alien foes 
whose mouths are filled with lies, 
  whose hands are raised in perjury. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: The Lord is my love and my refuge: in him I place my trust. 
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All: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light. 
 
Priest: People follow the light to new knowledge and discovery: may we 
use your gifts to serve the whole human family, and so give glory to you. 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light. 
 
Priest: Lead the dead from darkness into your own wonderful light; in your 
mercy show them the radiance of your glory. 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light. 
 
Our Father 

 
 
Priest: Listen favourably to our evening prayer, Lord, and grant that as we 
follow your Son’s example we may, by perseverance, yield a harvest of 
good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 

 
 
Priest: The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. All: Amen. 

________ 
 

Reflections on the Synod Prayer (II) 
 
1. “We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.” 
 
The “we” is the entire Church since the Synod is a Church-wide event. The Church, 
though, is Head and Body, Christ and his People. It also includes the Church in 
purgatory and in heaven, not least the Mother of God. In this context, therefore, the 
“we” only refers to the Church on earth. No exceptions are given to the “weak and 
sinful”: weakness (which is not the same as sin) and sin (which is, however, always 
the result of weakness of mind and will) mark us on this pilgrim journey, this synodal 
path together. Sin committed out of weakness makes us even weaker. The weakness 
affects the whole human being, soul, spirit, mind and body. And because we are part of 
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He puts forth his arm in strength 
  and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
  and rai-ses the lowly. 
 
He fills the starving with good things, 
  sends the rich a-way empty. 
 
He protects Isra-el, his servant, 
  Remembe-ring his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and e-ver shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: The Lord has satisfied and filled with good things those who hungered for justice. 

_____ 
 
Prayers and intercessions 
 
Priest: The light shines out in the darkness and the darkness cannot 
overcome it. Let us thank our Lord for bringing his light to our lives. 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light. 
 
Priest: Word of God, you have brought the light of eternity to the darkened 
world: may it open the minds and hearts of all the children of the Church. 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light. 
 
Priest: Show your care for all who dedicate their lives to the service of 
others: may your grace inspire their actions and sustain them to the end. 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light. 
 
Priest: Lord, you healed the paralytic and forgave him his sins: pardon all 
our guilt, and heal the wounds of our sins. 
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Psalm 143 (144) 

Priest: Blessed the people whose God is the Lord. 
 
Men: To you, O God, will I sing a new song; 
  I will play on the ten-stringed harp 
to you who give kings their victory, 
  who set David your servant free. 
 
You set him free from the evil sword; 
  you rescued him from alien foes 
whose mouths were filled with lies, 
  whose hands were raised in perjury. 
 
Let our sons then flourish like saplings 
  grown tall and strong from their youth, 
our daughters graceful as columns, 
  adorned as though for a palace. 
 
Let our barns be filled to overflowing 
  with crops of every kind; 
our sheep increasing by thousands, 
  myriads of sheep in our fields, 
  our cattle heavy with young, 
 
no ruined wall, no exile, 
  no sound of weeping in our streets. 
Happy the people with such blessings; 
  happy the people whose God is the Lord. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: Blessed the people whose God is the Lord. 
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Canticle                    Apocalypse 11 

The Judgement 

Priest: Victory and empire have now been won by our God. 
 
Women: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
  who are and who were, 
that you have taken your great power 
  and begun to reign. 
 
The nations raged, 
  but your wrath came, 
and the time for the dead to be judged, 
  for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, 
and those who fear your name, 
  both small and great. 
 
Now the salvation and the power 
  and the kingdom of our God 
  and the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, 
  who accuses them day and night before our God. 
 
And they have conquered him 
  by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, 
  for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
Rejoice, then, O heaven, 
  and you that dwell therein. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: Victory and empire have now been won by our God. 
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Short Reading                     Colossians 1:23 
 
Persevere and stand firm on the solid base of the faith. Never let 
yourselves drift away from the hope promised by the Good News, which 
you have heard, which has been preached to every created thing under 
Heaven. 

 

 
Short Responsory 
 
Priest: The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
All: The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
Priest: Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. 
All: The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 

 
 
Canticle  (All stand)            Magnificat 
 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Priest: The Lord has satisfied and filled with good things those who hungered for 
justice. 
 
Women: My soul glori-fies the Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
  henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
 
The Almighty works mar-vels for me. 
  Ho-ly his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
  on those who fear him. 
 
 


