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Reflections on the Synod Prayer (I) 
 
1. “We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your 
name.” 
 
Who is the “we” in question? St. Isidore of Seville (560-636) first composed this 
prayer probably for use in the 2nd Council (619) and 3rd (624) Synod of Seville and 
for the 4th National Council of Toledo (633). So, it was first used by bishops gathering 
to discuss and deepen matters of faith and take decisions about Church discipline. Pope 
Francis has broadened the “we” to include the entire collective subject called “the 
Church.” The prayer addresses the Holy Spirit directly. It attributes to the Spirit the 
movement to gather together in a synod or council, but also implies that these take place 
“in Your name”, i.e. in the Person and under the Authority of the Spirit. It’s not a 
human initiative or idea but proceeds from the Spirit. We don’t gather in our own name, 
to promote our own agenda or advance our own ideas, however good or important we 
think they are. Although we do the practical work to make the synod happen, it is the 
Spirit who is the principal agent and actor in its celebration. 
 
2. “With you alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts.” 
 
The prayer recognises the exclusive direction of the Spirit as the synod unfolds. We do 
not take our cue from instances of a merely human kind which can risk introducing into 
the synod proposals alien or blind to the Spirit. Remember the words of Jesus about one 
blind man leading another: both fall into a pit. As if to root the direction of the Spirit 
in us, the prayer asks Him to make Himself at home in our hearts. At home in us, we 
become familiar with His direction. It becomes part of us. The heart is the deep root 
and centre of the person. The Spirit becomes literally our HQ, our Heart Quarters. 
 
3.   “Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.” 
 
We must be ready and open to learn from the Spirit the path along which we are to go 
together. We “must go” implies our obedience to Him, not to ourselves or others. There 
are not multiple paths or ways, or optional paths or ways: there is the Spirit’s way only 
and it is imperative that we take it. He also will teach us the way we must walk on it 
at every step (“pursue” implies ongoing movement). He will impart to us the gait of our 
walking, the pace and the size of our steps. He will keep us on the right path. 
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THURSDAY AGAPE 
 

EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 
THURSDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

 
Introduction (All stand) 
 
Priest: O God, come to our aid. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn 
 
Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, 
manifested by the star 
to the sages from afar; 
Branch of royal David’s stem, 
in your birth at Bethlehem; 
“You are Christ,” by us confessed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
 
Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
and at Cana, wedding guest, 
in your Godhead manifest, 

you revealed your pow'r divine, 
changing water into wine;  
“You are Christ,” by us confessed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
 
Manifest in making whole 
palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
manifest in valiant fight, 
quelling all the devil’s might; 
manifest in gracious will, 
ever bringing good from ill;  
“You are Christ,” by us confessed, 
God in flesh made manifest.

 
Psalms and Canticle (All sit) 

Psalm 71 (72) 
The Messiah's royal power 

“They opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh” (Mt 2:11). 
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Priest: I will make you the light of the nations to bring my salvation to the ends of the 
earth. 
 
Men: O God, give your judgement to the king, 
  to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
  and your poor in right judgement. 
 
Women: May the mountains bring forth peace for the people 
  and the hills, justice. 
May he defend the poor of the people 
  and save the children of the needy 
  and crush the oppressor. 
 
Men: He shall endure like the sun and the moon 
  from age to age. 
He shall descend like rain on the meadow, 
  like raindrops on the earth. 
 
Women: In his days justice shall flourish 
  and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
  from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
 
Men: Before him his enemies shall fall, 
  his foes lick the dust. 
The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
  shall pay him tribute. 
 
Women: The kings of Sheba and Seba 
  shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
  all nations shall serve him. 
 
Men: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
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Priest: Holy Father, we pray for those who know you only by the light of 
reason; 
  lead them to the knowledge of the gospel. 
All: Lord, show us your mercy. 
 
Priest: Guide all outside the Church who strive for a better world; 
  let them find Christ, who is the way, the truth and the life. 
All: Lord, show us your mercy. 
 
Priest: Help men of all other religions to live in sincerity of heart; 
  and bring them into your own marvellous light. 
All: Lord, show us your mercy. 
 
Priest: Cleanse the hearts of your faithful; 
  that they may know the great depths of your love. 
All: Lord, show us your mercy. 
 
Priest: Show your mercy to the dead; 
  and endow them with the glory of your saints. 
All: Lord, show us your mercy. 
 
 
Our Father 

 
 
Priest: Through your Son, Lord God, you shed eternal light on all 
mankind. Give us grace to acknowledge the full splendour of our 
Redeemer, so that, going from glory to glory, we may come at length to 
your everlasting light. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever. All: Amen. 

 
 
Priest: The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. All: Amen. 

___ 
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He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
  henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
 
Men: The Almighty works marvels for me. 
  Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
  on those who fear him. 
 
Women: He puts forth his arm in strength 
  and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
  and raises the lowly. 
 
Men: He fills the starving with good things, 
  sends the rich away empty. 
 
Women: He protects Israel, his servant, 
  remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 
Men: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Women: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
All: All the men of Saba will come. They will bring gold and frankincense, alleluia 
 

_____ 
 
Prayers and intercessions 
 
Priest: United in prayer with all our brothers, let us bless God and call 
upon his name. 
All: Lord, show us your mercy. 
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Women: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
All: I will make you the light of the nations to bring my salvation to the ends of the 
earth. 
 

Psalm 71 (72) 

Priest: The Lord will save the poor; from oppression he will rescue their lives. 
 
Men: For he shall save the poor when they cry 
  and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
  and save the lives of the poor. 
 
Women: From oppression he will rescue their lives, 
  to him their blood is dear. 
Long may he live, 
  may the gold of Sheba be given him. 
They shall pray for him without ceasing 
  and bless him all the day. 
 
Men: May corn be abundant in the land 
  to the peaks of the mountains. 
May its fruit rustle like Lebanon; 
  may men flourish in the cities 
  like grass on the earth. 
 
Women: May his name be blessed for ever 
  and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
  all nations bless his name. 
 
Men: Blessed be the Lord, God of Israel, 
  who alone works wonders, 
ever blessed his glorious name. 



 4 

  Let his glory fill the earth. 
Amen! Amen! 
 
Women: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Men: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
All: The Lord will save the poor; from oppression he will rescue their lives. 
 
Canticle                    Apocalypse 11 

The Judgement 

Priest: Victory and empire have now been won by our God. 
 
Women: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
  who are and who were, 
that you have taken your great power 
  and begun to reign. 
 
Men: The nations raged, 
  but your wrath came, 
and the time for the dead to be judged, 
  for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, 
and those who fear your name, 
  both small and great. 
 
Women: Now the salvation and the power 
  and the kingdom of our God 
  and the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, 
  who accuses them day and night before our God. 
 
Men: And they have conquered him 
  by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, 
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  for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
Rejoice, then, O heaven, 
  and you that dwell therein. 
 
Women: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Men: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
All: Victory and empire have now been won by our God. 

 
Short Reading                            1 John 1:5,7 

 
God is light; there is no darkness in him at all. If we live our lives in the 
light, as he is in the light, we are in union with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
 

 

Short Responsory 
 
Priest: All the peoples will be blessed in him. 
All: All the peoples will be blessed in him. 
Priest: All nations will praise him. 
All: All the peoples will be blessed in him. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: All the peoples will be blessed in him. 

 
 
Canticle  (All stand)            Magnificat 

 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Priest: All the men of Saba will come. They will bring gold and frankincense, alleluia 
 
Women: My soul glorifies the Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 


