
THE HOLY FAMILY, 26th DECEMBER 2021 
“Without the Holy Spirit, there is no Synod” (Pope Francis) 

  SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream  
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass (all Masses live-streamed) 
Largs: This Sunday, 10am & 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon-
Fri, 12 Noon; Sat, 10am. Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm. 
 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

27/12: St. John, Apostle & 
Evangelist. For the grace to rest 
on Jesus’ breast. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: gold 

28/12: Holy Innocents. For 
the grace to welcome all life. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

29/12: Christmas Octave, 
Day 5. For the grace to live the 
same kind of life as Christ lived. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: gold 

30/12: Christmas Octave, 
Day 6. For the grace to have the 
love of the Father in us. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: gold 

31/12: Christmas Octave, 
Day 7. For the grace to resist the 
Anti-Christ. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: gold 

1/1: Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God. For the grace 
of a true and profound love for the 
Mother of God. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 
and blue 

2/1: The Epiphany of the 
Lord. For the grace to see how 
God shows himself today. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: gold 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sun 26/12, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 26/12, 12.15pm Michael Conway, A 
Sun 26/12, 6pm John Rourke, A 
Mon 27/12, 12 Noon Patricia Burns, RD 
Tues 28/12, 12 Noon Special Intention 
Wed 29/12, 12 Noon Charlie Page, D 
Thurs 30/12, 12 Noon Edna Walker 
Fri 31/12, 12 Noon Steve Farrell, D 
Sat 1/1, 10am Connie McCluskey, D 
Sat 1/1, 6pm Bishop John Cunningham 
Sun 2/1, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 2/1, 12.15pm Alex & Anne Greig, D 
A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 

SI = Special Intention; RIP = Requiem Mass 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, 
Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa 
Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, 
Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, 
Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, 
Sheena Lane, Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny 
Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, 
Eileen Walker, Cynthia McGinty, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair 
Murphy, Isabella McInally, Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, 
Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth 
Reader, Toni Caughey, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh 
Millar, Anton McCann, Rena Lee, Brian Gilligan, Mima 
Hamilton, Mary Chalmers, Baby Michael Allison, Stephanie 
Fisher, Liam McDermott, Mari Richards, Jean Gregan, 
Frank McCarthy, Baby Ethan Ferguson, Harry Sammons, 
Josephine Caughey, Henry McMonagle. Recently 
Deceased: John Cranston, Loretta Sidonia, Desmond 
Kelly. Anniversary of Death: John Rourke, Mary 
McMahon, Cathy & Peter Flynn, Mary McLowghlan, 
Stephen Crawford, Sister Annunciata. 

 
NOTICES 

 
MR. JOHN CRANSTON, RIP: Funeral arrangements 
are yet to be announced. Let’s continue to pray for John’s 
eternal rest and for the comfort and consolation of Ness, 
his mother, and of the rest of the family. – Fr. Peter 
 
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES THIS COMING WEEK: 
Please note that, to give myself (and maybe you, too) a little 
breather, weekday Masses will be at 12 Noon this coming 
week from Monday to Friday inclusive. Saturday, 
however, New Year’s Day, a special morning Mass to 
honour Our Lady and welcome in the New Year, will be 
at 10am. 
 
LITURGY THIS WEEK: As expected, our liturgical 
celebrations this week share in the light and joy of 
Christmas. St. John the Apostle is known as the evangelist 
of the Incarnation, almost as if you could touch the Lord 
Himself through the inspired words of his Gospel. The Holy 
Innocents testify already to the hatred and opposition the 
new born Christ will face in his life, and indeed they foretell 
his fate of being cut down in his prime. The other days of 
the Christmas Octave give us a chance to ponder more 
deeply on the many divine and human mysteries of the 
Crib. The Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God crowns 
the week and opens the New Year. We ask Her protection 
for ourselves and our loved ones, as well as for all humanity, 
at this perilous time in our history. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Due to 
Omicron, I will return to hearing Confessions in the church 
porch by appointment only. Please telephone or email me 
if you are thus in need. 
 
MILLPORT ROSARY GROUP: The Rosary Group will 
not meet again until 6th January 2022 at 2pm in the church. 
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For more information, contact Linda Reynolds 01475 530 
417. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to 
the covid-19 pandemic and a swift distribution of the 
vaccine to everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 
 
PRAYERLINE: Please ring 01475 673 682. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY: We continue this week a series of 
bulletin inserts prepared by the Diocesan Synod Team, to help educate 
and prepare us to celebrate the Synod in our parishes:  
 
Synod Topic Seven - Ecumenism: The dialogue 
between different Christian groups has a special place in the 
synodal journey. What relationships do we have with 
members of other Christian traditions or denominations? 
What are the benefits and difficulties? How can we take the 
next step in walking forward with each other? Fr. Stephen 
Latham has created a short video reflection, which is 
available on the diocesan webpage 
gallowaydiocese.org.uk/synod-news, and at   
https://youtu.be/ACs7pa69sh4 to help you consider these 
questions. The diocesan team will be pleased to receive all 
feedback on these questions at 
synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, which will also be 
addressed during parish synod encounters in the coming 
weeks. 
 
SYNOD MATERIAL BOOKLET: To be found at the 
back of both our churches.  
 
PREPARING FOR THE SYNOD ENCOUNTER: It 
would be good if individually and as groups, in your homes 
or elsewhere, you could prepare for the Synod. Prayer is a 
must, and we can all do that alone, of course. But perhaps 
coming together to read the Word and listen to the Spirit 
would be especially good (as I am sure some of you, at least, 
already do) as a way of “walking together” (“synod”). 
     A good thing could be to sit and write your own story of 
faith: the main people who influenced you and how; the 
main physical places you associate with your faith story; 
significant moments of change and growth in your journey; 
crises of faith. Your story is a journey, a path, one on which 
you have never really been alone since the Lord has walked 
with you (remember “footprints in the sand”!). Try to ask 
the Spirit to show you where your path could become an 
opportunity for others to grow in faith. Then, try and share 
it with close friends. It may seem risky, but is worth it! 

     Some of the Synod questions might appeal to you more 
than others. Ask yourself why that is. Is there something you 
are resisting or hiding from? 
 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS (St. Mary’s): Donations 
towards the cost of flowers for the sanctuary for Christmas 
will be gratefully received.  
 
OMICRON: Please follow all the basic measures required 
(hand sanitising, mask-wearing and observing common-
sense self-distancing) to protect yourself and others in 
Christian charity from Omicron. Consider taking a Lateral 
Flow Test before coming to Mass, and don’t come if you 
test positive. If you visit the church during the day, please 
either use the QR code to register the fact or write your 
name and contact number on a piece of paper and place it 
in the box or basket made available.  
 
OMICRON, CHURCH ATTENDANCE, SYNOD 
ENCOUNTER & OTHER ACTIVITIES: Our parish 
Covid teams, under guidance from the Bishops’ Conference 
of Scotland, are monitoring carefully the implications of 
Omicron for the various gatherings that happen in parishes. 
Regrettably, this leads to uncertainty about planning things.  
 
ALL HALL ACTIVITIES SUSPENDED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE (St. Mary’s): In view of the Omicron 
situation, I have taken the decision, on advice, to suspend 
all activities in the parish hall until further notice, including 
Chat and Do, Country Dancing, Children’s Liturgy and 
Teas after the Sunday 10am Mass. 
 
SPECIAL COLLECTION: At all Masses on Epiphany 
weekend, 1-2 January, a special collection will be taken up 
for the Justice and Peace Commission of the Bishops of 
Scotland. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: All notices should be submitted to 
the parish house by no later than 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 

______ 

In one sense, to be holy means to belong to God -  
which all families do by nature, as does everything 
else that exists! In another sense, to be holy means 
to be glad that you belong to God and so to open 
your life out to Him, as individuals or families. 
 
And if you are glad you belong to Him, then opening 
your life out to Him means to involve Him in all you 
think, love and do. It means to seek out His guidance 
and His will for your happiness, and to follow it. 
Mary, Jesus and Joseph are united precisely in that: 
they each took a serious decision to obey God’s will 
for them. Any family will be as happy and as holy 
as it welcomes God’s will and acts on it. 


