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had the grandmother been so beautiful and so tall. She took the little maiden, on her arm, 
and both flew in brightness and in joy so high, so very high, and then above was neither 
cold, nor hunger, nor anxiety--they were with God. 
 
But in the corner, at the cold hour of dawn, sat the poor girl, with rosy cheeks and with a 
smiling mouth, leaning against the wall--frozen to death on the last evening of the old 
year. Stiff and stark sat the child there with her matches, of which one bundle had been 
burnt. "She wanted to warm herself," people said. No one had the slightest suspicion of 
what beautiful things she had seen; no one even dreamed of the splendor in which, with 
her grandmother she had entered on the joys of a new year. 
 
(sourced on https://americanliterature.com/author/hans-christian-andersen/short-story/the-little-
match-girl on 15/12/21) 
 
ANTICIPATED VOTE OF THANKS FROM FR. PETER: I want to thank everyone 
in both parishes for all the hard and generous work they have put in to help our 
communities celebrate the Incarnation of our Lord and Saviour in what I know will be a 
very worthy, orderly and beautiful manner this Christmas. 
     We all know, of course, that hard and generous work is not just done at Christmas, 
but is carried out the whole year long by so many dedicated people. Writing a few words 
of thanks on a bulletin hardly seems adequate to show my appreciation. Nonetheless, it 
comes from my deepest heart and with all the sincerity it can muster! 
     I know that every single one of you makes your own contribution of treasure, time and 
talent to our parishes, and so there is no-one missed out here in this vote of thanks. 
     Let’s give thanks above all to our good and gracious Lord for calling us to know, love 
and serve Him in the heart of His cherished Bride, the Church. Because of Him, we know 
that we can look forward to 2022 with confidence and hope, no matter what it brings.  

 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a HEALTHY, HOLY 

and HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
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SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream  
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass (all Masses live-streamed): Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am. Weekday 
Mass, 10am. Mon-Wed. See table below for Christmas Masses. Millport: See table below. 
 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 
20/12: Christmas 
Novena, Day 4. For the 
grace to perceive the signs God 
gives you in your life. 

Advent, Wk 4 
Liturgical 
colour: violet 

21/12: Christmas 
Novena, Day 5. For the 
grace truly to perceive Christ as 
your Beloved. 

Advent, Wk 4 
Liturgical 
colour: violet 

22/12: Christmas 
Novena, Day 6. For the 
grace to respond gratefully to 
the gifts of God. 

Advent, Wk 4 
Liturgical 
colour: violet 

23/12: Christmas 
Novena, Day 7. Requiem 
Mass in Kilbirnie for Mrs. 
Patricia Burns. 

 
Proper 
Liturgical 
colour: violet 

24/12: Christmas 
Novena, Day 8. No 
Morning Mass. 
Christmas Eve, Vigil 
Mass. For the grace of a 
deep faith in the Incarnation of 
the Son of God. 

 
 
 
Proper 
Liturgical 
colour: gold 

25/12: Christmas 
Day. Christmas Novena, 
Day 9. For the grace of a deep 
faith in Jesus Christ, true God 
and true man, 

Proper 
Liturgical 
colour: gold 

26/12: Holy Family. 
Christmas Novena, Day 
3. For the grace to feel and be 
secure in the arms of the Good 
Shepherd. 

Proper 
Liturgical 
colour: white 
and blue. 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 18/12, 6pm Josephine 

MacLean, RD 
Sun 19/12, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 19/12, 12.15pm Michael Conway, A 
Mon 20/12, 10am Patricia Maxwell, 

RD 
Tues 21/12, 10am John Cranston, RD 
Wed 22/12, 10am Kath Letham, D 
Thurs 23/12, 
10am Kilbirnie. 
No Mass in Largs 
or Millport. 

Mrs. Patricia 
Burns, RIP 

Fri 24/12, 4.15pm. 
Millport 

Paul Penny, RD 
 

Fri 24/12, 7.30pm, 
Largs 

Bishop John 
Cunningham, RD 

Sat 25/12, 10am Special Intention of 
your PP 

Sun 26/12, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 26/12, 12.15pm Michael Conway, A 
Sun 26/12, 6pm John Rourke, A 
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Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, 
Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine 
McBride, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, Roddy Galbraith, 
Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen Walker, 
Cynthia McGinty, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella McInally, Eithne Brown, Mary 
Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, Mary 
Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh Millar, Anton McCann, Rena Lee, Brian Gilligan, Mima 
Hamilton, Mary Chalmers, Baby Michael Allison, Stephanie Fisher, Liam McDermott, Mari 
Richards, Jean Gregan, Frank McCarthy, Baby Ethan Ferguson, Harry Sammons, Josephine 
Caughey. Recently Deceased: Patricia Burns,  John Cranston, Martin McGilvary Snr.. 
Anniversary of Death: Margaret Bridget McHenery, Steven Neeson, Peter Dunn, Betty 
McCrudden, Bridget Breen. 

NOTICES 
 
MRS. PATRICIA BURNS, RIP: The Requiem Mass for Mrs. Burns will be at 10am 
on Thursday,  23rd December, at 10am at St. Brigid’s church in Kilbirnie. – Fr. Peter 
 
MR. JOHN CRANSTON, RIP: Funeral arrangements are yet to be announced. Let’s 
continue to pray for John’s eternal rest and for the comfort and consolation of Ness, his 
mother, and of the rest of the family. – Fr. Peter 
 
POSTPONEMENT OF BAPTISM OF FINN SCALLY (Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour’s). Due to unforeseen circumstances, the baptism that was to be held today, 
Sunday 19th December at the 12.15pm Mass in Millport, has been postponed until early 
next year.  
 
LITURGY THIS WEEK: In this last week before Christmas, the Liturgy gradually 
heightens our expectation for the coming of the Messiah. The stories of the Annunciation 
and Visitation on Monday and Tuesday ramp up the “holy tension”, with Our Lady’s 
Magnificat being the Gospel for Wednesday. These events are pregnant, not just with the 
Baptist and Jesus, but with the intensifying joy and grace of the Incarnation. 
     Mrs. Patricia Burns’ funeral on Thursday in Kilbirnie occasions a double hiatus: first, 
the reality of death and life for one parishioner reminds us all why Jesus took on our flesh 
in the first place, so that he could die and rise again for us; second, there is no Mass in 
our parishes, which is like a little Eucharistic fast to make us all the more eager to celebrate 
the Eucharist on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
     As always, the Liturgy lifts our hearts and our sights and inspires and encourages us to 
enter into the joy of Mary, Elizabeth, the Baptist, Joseph and, of course, Jesus. Don’t let 
covid dictate your mood, let the Liturgy do it! Lord, let the joy of your salvation fill my 
mind and heart! 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 1) Largs. I will recommence confessions in 
the confessional in the church, beginning after Mass this Monday. No confessions on the 
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matches and could not bring a farthing of money: from her father she would certainly get 
blows, and at home it was cold too, for above her she had only the roof, through which 
the wind whistled, even though the largest cracks were stopped up with straw and rags. 
 
Her little hands were almost numbed with cold. Oh! a match might afford her a world of 
comfort, if she only dared take a single one out of the bundle, draw it against the wall, 
and warm her fingers by it. She drew one out. "Rischt!" how it blazed, how it burnt! It 
was a warm, bright flame, like a candle, as she held her hands over it: it was a wonderful 
light. It seemed really to the little maiden as though she were sitting before a large iron 
stove, with burnished brass feet and a brass ornament at top. The fire burned with such 
blessed influence; it warmed so delightfully. The little girl had already stretched out her 
feet to warm them too; but--the small flame went out, the stove vanished: she had only 
the remains of the burnt-out match in her hand. 
  
She rubbed another against the wall: it burned brightly, and where the light fell on the 
wall, there the wall became transparent like a veil, so that she could see into the room. 
On the table was spread a snow-white tablecloth; upon it was a splendid porcelain service, 
and the roast goose was steaming famously with its stuffing of apple and dried plums. And 
what was still more capital to behold was, the goose hopped down from the dish, reeled 
about on the floor with knife and fork in its breast, till it came up to the poor little girl; 
when--the match went out and nothing but the thick, cold, damp wall was left behind. 
She lighted another match. Now there she was sitting under the most magnificent 
Christmas tree: it was still larger, and more decorated than the one which she had seen 
through the glass door in the rich merchant's house. 
 
Thousands of lights were burning on the green branches, and gaily-colored pictures, such 
as she had seen in the shop-windows, looked down upon her. The little maiden stretched 
out her hands towards them when--the match went out. The lights of the Christmas tree 
rose higher and higher, she saw them now as stars in heaven; one fell down and formed 
a long trail of fire. 
 
"Someone is just dead!" said the little girl; for her old grandmother, the only person who 
had loved her, and who was now no more, had told her, that when a star falls, a soul 
ascends to God. 
 
She drew another match against the wall: it was again light, and in the lustre there stood 
the old grandmother, so bright and radiant, so mild, and with such an expression of love. 
  
"Grandmother!" cried the little one. "Oh, take me with you! You go away when the match 
burns out; you vanish like the warm stove, like the delicious roast goose, and like the 
magnificent Christmas tree!" And she rubbed the whole bundle of matches quickly against 
the wall, for she wanted to be quite sure of keeping her grandmother near her. And the 
matches gave such a brilliant light that it was brighter than at noon-day: never formerly 
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Christmas Day 
Saturday 25/12 

Mass, 10am 
NO evening Mass 

No Mass 

Holy Family  
Sunday 26/12 

Mass, 10am 
Mass, 6pm 

Mass, 12.15pm 

 
INCOME (NOVEMBER) 

 
Description Largs Millport 

Loose plate £1,936.08 £453.41 
Bank Income £3,344.00 £200.00 
Catholic Education £489.50 £35.74 
Flowers £20.00 --- 

 
The Little Match Girl 

 
A Christmas Story 

by Hans Christian Andersen 
 

Most terribly cold it was; it snowed, and was nearly quite dark, and evening-- the last 
evening of the year. In this cold and darkness there went along the street a poor little girl, 
bareheaded, and with naked feet. When she left home she had slippers on, it is true; but 
what was the good of that? They were very large slippers, which her mother had hitherto 
worn; so large were they; and the poor little thing lost them as she scuffled away across 
the street, because of two carriages that rolled by dreadfully fast. 
 
One slipper was nowhere to be found; the other had been laid hold of by an urchin, and 
off he ran with it; he thought it would do capitally for a cradle when he some day or other 
should have children himself. So the little maiden walked on with her tiny naked feet, that 
were quite red and blue from cold. She carried a quantity of matches in an old apron, 
and she held a bundle of them in her hand. Nobody had bought anything of her the whole 
livelong day; no one had given her a single farthing. 
 
She crept along trembling with cold and hunger--a very picture of sorrow, the poor little 
thing! 
 
The flakes of snow covered her long fair hair, which fell in beautiful curls around her 
neck; but of that, of course, she never once now thought. From all the windows the candles 
were gleaming, and it smelt so deliciously of roast goose, for you know it was New Year's 
Eve; yes, of that she thought. 
 
In a corner formed by two houses, of which one advanced more than the other, she seated 
herself down and cowered together. Her little feet she had drawn close up to her, but she 
grew colder and colder, and to go home she did not venture, for she had not sold any 
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Saturday evening of Christmas Day. 2) Millport, after 10am Mass on second Thursdays. 
In an emergency, don’t hesitate to call Fr. Peter. 
 
PENANCE SERVICE (St. Mary’s): On Tuesday 21st December at 7pm, there will 
be a Penance Service with four priests in attendance. I encourage everyone who has not 
yet done so, to come along and experience the joy of reconciliation with Christ and his 
Church. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD (St. Mary’s): This Sunday evening, 19th December, at 7pm. 
We will continue with the theme: “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church.” 
 
SICK COMMUNIONS (St. Mary’s): I just want to inform parishioners that I have 
invited our Eucharistic Ministers who take Communion to the sick in their homes that, 
in agreement with the sick themselves, this service may recommence. Everyone is aware 
of the precautions required by the current pandemic situation. However, it is the 
judgment of each sick person and of their Eucharistic Minister whether to resume regular 
Communion or not. 
 
MILLPORT ROSARY GROUP: The Rosary Group meets in the church on Thursday 
afternoons at 2 pm. For more information, contact Linda Reynolds 01475 530 417. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to the covid-19 pandemic and a 
swift distribution of the vaccine to everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 
 
PRAYERLINE: Please ring 01475 673 682. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For direct access to our Parish 
Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all enquiries and requests 
directly to this number. 
 
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY: We continue this week a series of bulletin inserts prepared by the 
Diocesan Synod Team, to help educate and prepare us to celebrate the Synod in our parishes:  
 
Synod Topic Six - Dialogue In Church And Society: Dialogue requires 
perseverance and patience, but it also enables mutual understanding. To what extent do 
diverse peoples in our community come together for dialogue? How can we improve dialogue between our 
own communities, i.e. between parishes/deaneries and with lay ministries? What particular issues (in the 
Church or in society) do we need to pay more attention to? How well do we dialogue with and learn from 
other areas of society, such as politics, culture, diverse groups; how can we improve? Fr. Stephen 
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Latham has created a short video reflection, which is available on the diocesan webpage 
gallowaydiocese.org.uk/synod-news, and at   https://youtu.be/XvPSqfqgLmY to help 
you consider these questions. The diocesan team will be pleased to receive all feedback 
on these questions at synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, which will also be addressed during 
parish synod encounters in the coming weeks. 
 
SYNOD MATERIAL BOOKLET: I am delighted that we ran out of copies last week in 
Largs! There are more copies at the back of both our churches this week. The booklet 
contains the “information for participants” in the Synod, which the Diocese has put 
together, plus the “Synod Questions” provided by the Vatican for all parishes in the 
world. I have added a little guide at the end to show how you might want to pray with 
the Synod questions. We have to remember that the Synod is a work of the Holy Spirit 
and he can work better with those who open their hearts and minds to him in prayer.  
 
PREPARING FOR THE SYNOD ENCOUNTER: It would be good if individually and 
as groups, in your homes or elsewhere, you could prepare for the Synod. Prayer is a must, 
and we can all do that alone, of course. But perhaps coming together to read the Word 
and listen to the Spirit would be especially good (as I am sure some of you, at least, already 
do) as a way of “walking together” (“synod”). 
     A good thing could be to sit and write your own story of faith: the main people who 
influenced you and how; the main physical places you associate with your faith story; 
significant moments of change and growth in your journey; crises of faith. Your story is a 
journey, a path, one on which you have never really been alone since the Lord has walked 
with you (remember “footprints in the sand”!). Try to ask the Spirit to show you where 
your path could become an opportunity for others to grow in faith. Then, try and share 
it with close friends. It may seem risky, but worth it! 
     Some of the Synod questions might appeal to you more than others. Ask yourself why 
that is? Is there something you are resisting or hiding from? 
     If I have a question I can’t get my head round or find off-putting, I like to sit down 
and write it out in my own handwriting and then pull it apart into its constituent parts. 
Then I look at each part square in the face and wrestle with it until I get a handle on it. 
The point is to do whatever you find helpful to really grasp what the question is asking … 
and then really answer it! 
 
THE PRO-LIFE GROUP in St. Mary’s parish will leave boxes at both Christmas Masses 
and asks the children who come to Mass to bring baby gifts to place in them. These gifts 
will then be distributed to families in need. 
 
CHAT & DO (St. Mary’s): Message from Marie Ann McCord: “After an enjoyable few 
weeks back the 'Chat & Do' group finished on Wednesday 8th December with an 
Afternoon Tea.  In the short time since the group’s return they have made a donation to 
help Afghanistan refugees and are currently collecting for Mary's Meals.  New friends 
made.” 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS (St. Mary’s): Donations towards the cost of flowers for the 
sanctuary for Christmas will be gratefully received. Please pop your donation into an 
envelope and mark it “Flowers.” Either pop it into the collection bag or put it through 
the letterbox of the parish house. 
 
CHRISTMAS COLLECTION (both parishes): All collection money at Christmas 
Masses in both parishes will be donated to the St. Margaret’s Adoption Society, based in 
Glasgow, which is the only Catholic adoption agency in the UK. I call once more upon 
your legendary generosity! Please note, there will not be a second collection, but just the usual one at 
the time of the Offertory. 
 
OMICRON: I would like simply to add my voice to others in encouraging everyone to 
take all the basic measures required to protect yourself and others in Christian charity 
from the possibility of contracting the Omicron variant of the covid virus. Hand sanitising, 
mask-wearing and observing common-sense self-distancing from others are all basic tasks 
which can protect. 
     If you do visit the church during the day, please either use the QR code to register the 
fact or write your name and contact number on a piece of paper and place it in the box 
or basket made available. It is important not to be careless on this score. Yes, God will 
protect us: but He will protect those who protect themselves and others. If you say that 
God will protect you and you still catch Omicron, are you then going to blame God for 
not protecting you? It is God who is at work in the scientists and others advising us how 
to look after ourselves.  
 
OMICRON, CHURCH ATTENDANCE, SYNOD ENCOUNTER & OTHER 
ACTIVITIES: Our parish Covid teams, under guidance from the Bishops’ Conference 
of Scotland, are monitoring carefully the implications of Omicron for the various 
gatherings that happen in parishes. Regrettably, this leads to uncertainty about planning 
things. However, no cancellation or postponement of activities will take place unless the 
advice or the law requires it. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: All notices should be submitted to the parish house by no later 
than 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 

 
Date Largs Millport 

Tuesday 21/12 Penitential Service, 7pm; 
Confessions 

 
--- 

Christmas Eve  
Friday 24/12 

Mass, 7.30pm  
Carols from 7pm 

Mass, 4.15pm 
Carols from 3.45pm 


