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  We have a doctor to heal us; let us use the remedy he prescribes. The remedy is the 
grace of Christ, the dead body our own. Let us then be exiles from our body, so as not 
to be exiles from Christ. Though we are still in the body, let us not give ourselves to the 
things of the body. We must not reject the natural rights of the body, but we must desire 
before all else the gifts of grace. 
 
  What more need be said? It was by the death of one man that the world was redeemed. 
Christ did not need to die if he did not want to, but he did not look on death as something 
to be despised, something to be avoided, and he could have found no better means to 
save us than by dying. Thus his death is life for all. We are sealed with the sign of his 
death; when we pray we preach his death; when we offer sacrifice we proclaim his death. 
His death is victory; his death is a sacred sign; each year his death is celebrated with 
solemnity by the whole world. 
 
  What more should we say about his death since we use this divine example to prove 
that it was death alone that won freedom from death, and death itself was its own 
redeemer? Death is then no cause for mourning, for it is the cause of mankind’s 
salvation. Death is not something to be avoided, for the Son of God did not think it 
beneath his dignity, nor did he seek to escape it. 
 
  Death was not part of nature; it became part of nature. God did not decree death from 
the beginning; he prescribed it as a remedy. Human life was condemned because of sin 
to unremitting labour and unbearable sorrow and so began to experience the burden of 
wretchedness. There had to be a limit to its evils; death had to restore what life had 
forfeited. Without the assistance of grace, immortality is more of a burden than a 
blessing. 
 
  The soul has to turn away from the aimless paths of this life, from the defilement of an 
earthly body; it must reach out to those assemblies in heaven (though it is given only to 
the saints to be admitted to them) to sing the praises of God. We learn from Scripture 
how God’s praise is sung to the music of the harp: Great and wonderful are your deeds, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are your ways, King of the nations. Who will not 
revere and glorify your nature? You alone are holy; all nations will come and worship 
before you. The soul must also desire to witness your nuptials, Jesus, and to see your 
bride escorted from earthly to heavenly realities, as all rejoice and sing: All flesh will 
come before you. No longer will the bride be held in subjection to this passing world but 
will be made one with the spirit. 
 
  Above all else, holy David prayed that he might see and gaze on this: One thing I have 
asked of the Lord, this I shall pray for: to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, and to see how gracious is the Lord. 
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Holy Mass (all Masses live-streamed): Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am. Weekday 
Mass, 10am. Mon-Fri, except 2nd Thursdays. Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; 2nd Thursdays, 
10am. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 
1/11: Solemnity of All 
Saints. For the grace to 
know and pursue true holiness. 

Proper 
Colour: gold 

2/11: All Souls. For the 
eternal rest of all the faithful 
departed  

Proper 
Colour: purple 

3/11: St. Martin de 
Porres, Religious (d. 
1639). For the grace to love 
our family in Christ. 

Ordinary 
Week 31 
Colour: white 

4/11: St. Charles 
Borromeo, Bishop (d. 
1584). For the grace to know 
myself as a loved sinner. 

Ordinary 
Week 31 
Colour: white 

5/11: Votive Mass of the 
Sacred Heart. First 
Friday. For the grace to 
perform our daily duties with 
our heart fixed on God. 

Ordinary 
Week 31 
Colour: white 

6/11: Ferial Ord. Week 31 
7/11: 32nd Ordinary 
Sunday.  

Proper 
Colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & 
TIME 

INTENTION 

Sat 30/10, 6pm Francis Campbell, D 
Sun 31/10, 
10am 

All Parishioners 

Sun 31/10, 
12.15pm 

Albert McGilveray, 
RD 

Mon 1/11, 
10am 

All Souls 

Tues 2/11, 
10am 

All Souls 

Wed 3/11, 
10am 

All Souls 

Thurs 4/11, 
10am 

All Souls 

Fri 5/11, 10am All Souls 
Sat 6/11, 6pm All Souls 
Sun 7/11, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 7/11, 
12.15pm 

All Souls 

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently 
Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special 

Intention; RIP = Requiem Mass 
 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Sarah 
McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, 



THIRTY-FIRST ORDINARY SUNDAY, 31st OCTOBER 2021 2 
Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, 
Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, May 
Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen Walker, Cynthia McGinty, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, 
Isabella McInally, Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, Peter Grant, 
Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh Millar, Anton McCann, Rena 
Lee, Brian Gilligan, Mima Hamilton, Mary Chalmers, Baby Michael Allison, Stephanie Fisher, Liam 
McDermott, Mari Richards, Jean Gregan, Frank McCarthy, Desmond Balmer, Aaron Brown. 
Recently Deceased: Rena Valerio, Josephine MacLean, Iris Canning, Paul Penny, Joe Hogan, 
Mother Philip Howard. Anniversary of Death: Mary Harvey, Sarah Fitzpatrick, Jack Cullis, Fr. 
Alfred Harrison, James Farran Rafferty, Ann Lundy, James McBride, Frank Balmer. 

 
NOTICES 

 
MRS. JOSEPHINE MacLEAN, RIP: On behalf of the whole parish, I extend our 
deepest sympathies to Margaret, Jonathan, Sarah Jo and the whole family on the loss of 
their dear mum and gran, Josephine MacLean. May the Lord take her into his glory and 
reward her with the rest of the just. Funeral arrangements are yet to be announced. 
 
SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS: Monday 1st November is a Holiday of Obligation. 
There will be a 10am Mass in Largs, but no Vigil Mass. In Millport, Mass will be at 
12.15pm. 
 
COP26 MASS: The Bishops of Scotland will host a Mass during COP26 at St Aloysius’ 
Church, Rose Street, Glasgow on Sunday 7 November at 1 pm.  The Mass is for Official 
Delegates, for Visitors to Glasgow and for the Faithful of Scotland. Places must be booked 
on Eventbrite in order to attend. 
 
LITURGY THIS WEEK: With the contemplation of the Church in heaven (All Saints) 
and in purgatory (All Souls) we, the Church on earth, become aware of the “synodal” 
help we receive from, and can give to, those who dwell beyond this valley of death but 
who are one with us through the grace of baptism. On Wednesday and Thursday we 
celebrate two saints of very different origins, characters and apostolates, St. Martin de 
Porres, a humble religious, and St. Charles Borromeo, a humble cardinal. The love of 
Christ is what unites them, a love we commemorate on this First Friday with a Votive 
Mass of the Sacred Heart. 
 
NOVEMBER LISTS: The Mass intentions for the month of November will, with the 
exception of funerals, be dedicated entirely to the Holy Souls. You will find blank lists and 
envelopes marked “November List” at the back of the church. If you wish to put in a 
donation along with your list, it will be gratefully received. If you cannot afford that, please 
don’t worry. Please place the sealed envelopes into the box provided or hand them to Fr. 
Peter personally. 
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confessors and the choir of virgins. In short, we long to be united in happiness with all 
the saints. But our dispositions change. The Church of all the first followers of Christ 
awaits us, but we do nothing about it. The saints want us to be with them, and we are 
indifferent. The souls of the just await us, and we ignore them. 
 
  Come, brothers, let us at length spur ourselves on. We must rise again with Christ, we 
must seek the world which is above and set our mind on the things of heaven. Let us 
long for those who are longing for us, hasten to those who are waiting for us, and ask 
those who look for our coming to intercede for us. We should not only want to be with 
the saints, we should also hope to possess their happiness. While we desire to be in their 
company, we must also earnestly seek to share in their glory. Do not imagine that there 
is anything harmful in such an ambition as this; there is no danger in setting our hearts 
on such glory. 
 
  When we commemorate the saints we are inflamed with another yearning: that Christ 
our life may also appear to us as he appeared to them and that we may one day share in 
his glory. Until then we see him, not as he is, but as he became for our sake. He is our 
head, crowned, not with glory, but with the thorns of our sins. As members of that head, 
crowned with thorns, we should be ashamed to live in luxury; his purple robes are a 
mockery rather than an honour. When Christ comes again, his death shall no longer be 
proclaimed, and we shall know that we also have died, and that our life is hidden with 
him. The glorious head of the Church will appear and his glorified members will shine 
in splendour with him, when he forms this lowly body anew into such glory as belongs 
to himself, its head. 
 
  Therefore, we should aim at attaining this glory with a wholehearted and prudent 
desire. That we may rightly hope and strive for such blessedness, we must above all seek 
the prayers of the saints. Thus, what is beyond our own powers to obtain will be granted 
through their intercession. 
 

A reading for All Souls Day 
From St Ambrose's book  

on the death of his brother Satyrus 
Let us die with Christ, to live with Christ 

 
We see that death is gain, life is loss. Paul says: For me life is Christ, and death a gain. 
What does “Christ” mean but to die in the body, and receive the breath of life? Let us 
then die with Christ, to live with Christ. We should have a daily familiarity with death, 
a daily desire for death. By this kind of detachment our soul must learn to free itself from 
the desires of the body. It must soar above earthly lusts to a place where they cannot 
come near, to hold it fast. It must take on the likeness of death, to avoid the punishment 
of death. The law of our fallen nature is at war with the law of our reason and subjects 
the law of reason to the law of error. What is the remedy? Who will set me free from this 
body of death? The grace of God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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some aspects of our current economic systems and numerous catastrophic climate crises 
that produce grave effects on human societies and even mass extinction of species.  

     “The many ‘warnings’ we are experiencing, among which we can see Covid-19 and 
global warming, are pushing us to take urgent action. I hope that the COP26 on climate 
change, to be held in Glasgow next November, will help to give us the right answers to 
restore ecosystems both through a strengthened climate action and a spread of 
awareness and consciousness.  

     “Restoring the nature we have damaged means, in the first place, restoring ourselves. 
....... let us be compassionate, creative and courageous.” 

(from Pope Francis, Message for the Launching of the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, 
May 2021) 

Prayer for World Leaders ahead of COP26  
We pray that all world leaders may be compassionate, creative and courageous as they 
seek to respond to the Cry of the Earth and the Cry of the Poor.  
 
Prayer for the People of Scotland  
We pray that we may come together as a nation and seek compassionate, creative and 
courageous ways to address the climate emergency for the good of all who inhabit our 
Common Home.  
 
For those with far-reaching responsibilities  
We pray that those with responsibility for industry and commerce will place the common 
good of all who inhabit our Common Home above the economic gain of the few.  

 
A reading for All Saints Day 

From a Letter of St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
Let us make haste to our brethren who are awaiting us 

 
Why should our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this feast day mean 
anything to the saints? What do they care about earthly honours when their heavenly 
Father honours them by fulfilling the faithful promise of the Son? What does our 
commendation mean to them? The saints have no need of honour from us; neither does 
our devotion add the slightest thing to what is theirs. Clearly, if we venerate their 
memory, it serves us, not them. But I tell you, when I think of them, I feel myself inflamed 
by a tremendous yearning. 
 
  Calling the saints to mind inspires, or rather arouses in us, above all else, a longing to 
enjoy their company, so desirable in itself. We long to share in the citizenship of heaven, 
to dwell with the spirits of the blessed, to join the assembly of patriarchs, the ranks of the 
prophets, the council of apostles, the great host of martyrs, the noble company of 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 1) Largs: Saturdays from 5-5.45pm and 
Mondays after the 10am Mass, unless a funeral. 2) Millport: after the 10am Mass on the 
second Thursday of the month, unless a funeral. In an emergency, please call me. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY (St. Mary’s): New helpers are needed. Anyone wishing to help 
should contact Fiona on 01475 675733 for more information.  
 
AGAPE: Due to the parish synod training session this coming Thursday, I regret that 
there will be no Agape in St. Mary’s this coming Thursday. I do encourage you to do 
some form of it yourselves at home! 
 
DAY OF RECOLLECTION, MILLPORT, FOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Fr. 
John Doran, a Mill Hill Missionary, is offering a day of recollection on Saturday 27th 
November from 10am to 4pm for the Eucharistic Ministers and Missionaries of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Succour’s in Millport. Eucharistic Ministers from St. Mary’s in Largs are also 
welcome to attend. Please bring your own packed lunch. Tea and coffee will be served on 
arrival and at lunch. There is no cost for the day. 
 
ST. MARY’S PARISH CHOIR:  St Mary’s Parish Choir will recommence practices on 
Sunday, 31st October 2021 after the 10 am Mass.  All necessary Covid regulations will 
be met.  Any new members will be most welcome.  No music-reading skills are required 
and you would be enhancing our Parish Liturgy for Advent and Christmas.  If you have 
any queries, please contact Anne Timmons (673053) or Louise Devine (672572). 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to the covid-19 pandemic and a 
swift distribution of the vaccine to everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 
 
PRAYERLINE: Please ring 01475 673 682. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For direct access to our Parish 
Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all enquiries and requests 
directly to this number. 
 
PRO LIFE GROUP (Largs): Next meeting in the church hall on Monday 1st November 
at 7.30pm.  New members will be made most welcome. 
 
FROM ST. MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL: In conjunction with our Parent Council, 
we have decided to organise a community walk to fundraise for Cancer Research and 
would like to extend the invitation to participate to any interested members of our wider 
parish community. It will be a 5K walk from Aubery to the Pencil and will take place on 



THIRTY-FIRST ORDINARY SUNDAY, 31st OCTOBER 2021 4 
Saturday November 6th at 11am. Please find below a link to the Just Giving page set up 
to provide any further details. 
 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmarysstepsforsteph 
 
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY: We continue this week a series of bulletin inserts prepared by the 
Diocesan Synod Team, to help educate and prepare us to celebrate the Synod in our parishes:  
 
“What is a synodal church? Pope Francis has described it this way: ‘A synodal church is 
a listening church, aware that listening is more than hearing. It is a reciprocal listening in 
which each one has something to learn’. The first phase of the current synod is a diocesan 
phase, where all the faithful will be invited to speak out boldly about their hopes for the 
Church, and to listen without prejudice to people in their communities whose opinions 
are different to their own. The responses will be compiled and will shape a diocesan 
report, which will be considered by the Bishops of Scotland along with reports from every 
other diocese to form a national report. Perhaps more importantly, the process will open 
up new ways of walking together under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and will help 
local parishes to become synodal—in other words, communities that journey together 
prayerfully—in their normal activities.” “Without the Holy Spirit,  there is no Synod.” 

 
SYNOD PRAYER 

 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 

as we gather together in Your name. 
 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

 
We are weak and sinful; 

do not let us promote disorder. 
 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

 
Let us find in You our unity 

so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. 

 
All this we ask of You, 

who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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PARISH SYNOD FACILITATORS (St. Mary’s): Online training session for members 
of the PPC on Thursday 4th November at 7pm. 
 
YOUTH SYCAMORE: For people of secondary school age, and ages up to 30, there's 
a brief meeting in the church hall after both the 6pm and 10am Masses, this weekend, 
30/31 October, for a very short 5-minute information presentation on Youth Sycamore 
Gatherings.  
 
SCIAF is inviting anyone who wants to take part in the March, organised by the COP26 
coalition, taking place in Glasgow on Saturday 6th November to register interest with 
them.  To register interest follow this link: https://www.sciaf.org.uk/glasgow-global-day-
for-action-2021 
 
PARISH HALL KEEPER, JOB ADVERTISEMENT: If anyone in the parish of St. 
Mary’s is interested in becoming the Parish Hall Keeper, please contact Fr. Peter. He will 
send out the formal Job Description for you to examine. Please be advised that the 
number of flexible hours’ work required is seven per week, at £10 per hour. Applications 
should  be submitted by Monday, 1st November. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays.  
 

 

Sunday 31st October - 31st Sunday of the Year 
COP26 - Let it be Compassionate, Creative and Courageous.  

     “God has honoured us by giving humanity the task of being a co-operator in the work 
of creation. In recent years we have seen in our brothers and sisters throughout the world 
a growing determination to change the destructive practices of the past. This gives us 
hope. Like the Creator, we look at what God has created and see that it is very good. A 
sense of gratitude compels us to ensure that human activity enhances and builds up that 
creation.” (from the Pastoral Letter of the Bishops of Scotland on the Sixth Anniversary of Laudato 
Si’, Pentecost 2021) 

     “The current environmental situation calls us to act now with urgency to become 
ever more responsible stewards of creation and to restore the nature that we have been 
damaging and exploiting for too long. ...... when we look around ourselves, what do we 
see? We see crisis leading to crisis. We see the destruction of nature, as well as a global 
pandemic leading to the death of millions of people. We see the unjust consequences of 


