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Holy Mass (all Masses live-streamed) 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am. Weekday Mass, 
10am. Mon-Fri, except 2nd Thursdays. Millport: Sunday, 
12.15pm; 2nd Thursdays, 10am. 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

4/10: St. Francis of Assisi (d. 
1226). For the grace poverty of 
spirit. 

Ordinary Week 27 
Liturgical colour: white 

5/10: St. Faustina Kowalka, 
Religious (d. 1938). For the 
grace to trust in Divine Mercy. 

Ordinary Week 27 
Liturgical colour: white 

6/10: Requiem Mass, 
Mrs. Ellen Rattigan. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: purple 

7/10: Our Lady of the 
Rosary. For the grace of a deeper 
understanding of the Mysteries of 
Christ. 

Ordinary Week 27 
Liturgical colour: blue 

8/10: Votive Mass of the 
Precious Blood. 

Ordinary Week 27 
Liturgical colour: red 

9/10: Ferial Ordinary Week 27. 
10/10: 28th Ordinary 
Sunday. For the grace to prefer 
absolutely nothing to Jesus. 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

MASS INTENTIONS 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 

Sat 2/10, 6pm Maud Gallagher, RD 
Sun 3/10, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 3/10, 12.15pm Anne & Alex Greig, D 
Mon 4/10, 10am Don Donnelly, A 
Tues 5/10, 10am David Casey, A 
Wed 6/10, 12 Noon Ellen Rattigan, RIP 
Thurs 7/10, 10am Margaret McIlween, RD 
Fri 8/10, 10am Michael O’Sullivan, D 
Sat 9/10, 6pm Tom Rutherford, D 
Sun 9/10, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 10/10, 12.15pm Jack Sherlaw, RD 
A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 

SI = Special Intention; RIP = Requiem Mass 
 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, 
Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa 
Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, 
Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, 
Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret 

Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, 
William Percy, Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny 
Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, 
Eileen Walker, James McGinty, Cynthia McGinty, Joseph 
Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella McInally, Eithne 
Brown, Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, 
Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, Richard 
Dawson, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh Millar, Anton 
McCann, Rena Lee, Brian Gilligan, Mima Hamilton, Mary 
Chalmers, Baby Michael Allison, Stephanie Fisher, Liam 
McDermott, Mari Richards, Jean Gregan, Mgr. Peter 
Smith. Recently Deceased: Ellen Rattigan, John 
Comiskey, George Henry Nielsen, Fiona Sheeran, Nona 
Harris. Anniversary of Death: Don Donnelly, David 
Casey, Helen Goodfellow, William Spence Greig, Rina 
Crawford. Special Birthdays, Celebratory 
Anniversaries, etc. Betty Manners’ 80th birthday on 7th 
October! 

 
NOTICES 

 
MRS. ELLEN RATTIGAN, RIP (Largs): Mrs. Rattigan’s 
corpse will be brought to St. Mary’s on Tuesday, 5th 
October, at 6.30pm. The funeral Mass will be on 
Wednesday, 6th October, at 12 Noon and, thereafter, to 
Brisbane Glen Cemetery. 
 
MR. JOHN COMISKEY, RIP (Largs): We offer our 
deepest condolences to Mrs. Anne Comiskey and family 
on the death of their dear husband and father, John. May 
the Lord receive him into his merciful embrace. Mr. 
Comiskey’s funeral will take place later this week in Port 
Glasgow. He will be buried in St. Conville’s, Paisley. 
 
LITURGY THIS WEEK: Mrs. Rattigan’s funeral mid-
week is a reminder to us all that we have not here a lasting 
city and that Christ endured our death that we might share 
his life. The Season of Creation ends on Monday 4th with 
the feast of the great and humble Francis of Assisi, himself 
marked with the stigmata of the crucified Lord. Saint 
Faustina focuses us particularly on the wound in the side of 
Christ’s body from which the Divine Mercy gushed forth 
under the symbols of blood and water. On Friday, I 
continue a week focused on the Cross with a Votive Mass 
in honour of the Precious Blood. Thursday zooms in on 
Mary who stood at the foot of the Cross and teaches us how 
to meditate on all the mysteries of her divine Son by means 
of the Holy Rosary. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 1) Largs: 
Saturdays from 5-5.45pm and Mondays after the 10am 
Mass, unless a funeral. 2) Millport: after the 10am Mass on 
the second Thursday of the month, unless a funeral. In an 
emergency, please call me. 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION (Largs): The children of 
Primary 5 will receive their First Holy Communion this 
Sunday 3rd October at 12 Noon. Please keep them and 
their families in your prayers that they, too, children and 
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parents, will receive this Sacrament with deep faith and 
love and come to the Table of the Lord every Sunday. 
 
BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION (Millport): On Sunday 10th October, at 
the 12.15pm Mass, I will have the great joy of baptising 
and confirming Mrs. Louise Letham. At the same Mass, 
Louise will receive her first Holy Communion along with 
her two daughters, as well as with several other children. 
What a feast of grace! And what encouragement and 
gratitude to God this should inspire! 
 
THURSDAY MORNING MASS IN MILLPORT: 
Thursday, 14th October at 10am, preceded by Exposition 
from 9am. 
 
THURSDAY AGAPE (first Thursdays):  The next one 
will be this Thursday, 7th October, from 6.30-8pm. 
Remember that you can now attend in person if you wish. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD (third Sundays): The next 
one will be on Sunday 17th October at 7pm. 
 
ROSARY & BENEDICTION (second Sundays): The 
next devotions will be on Sunday 10th October at 7pm. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to 
the covid-19 pandemic and a swift distribution of the 
vaccine to everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 
 
PRAYERLINE: Please ring 01475 673 682. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
SYCAMORE COURSE: This Sunday, 3rd October at 
3pm, Bishop Nolan will celebrate a Mass at St. Margaret’s 
Cathedral, Ayr, to inaugurate the rolling out in the Diocese 
of the “Sycamore Course.” Sycamore is a (free) video-based 
programme which offers a rich menu of topics aimed at 
engaging parishioners in sharing and reflection, either in 
face-to-face groups, or online for those who find that easier. 
The aim of the course is to revitalise the experience of parish 
community. For those who wish, here is the link to the 
Sycamore website: https://www.sycamore.fm  
    Mr. Gordon McMillan and a few others are taking the 
lead in introducing Sycamore in St. Mary’s Parish. I want 
to thank him and his associates very much for doing this. 
Gordon has the following message for the parish. I support 
his proposal 100% and invite as many parishioners as 
possible to take part:  
   “How can we find happiness? What’s the meaning of life? 
Is there a God? Does prayer make a difference? 

    “Sycamore is a video-based, informal course, about the 
Christian faith and its relevance for life today and is being 
used in parishes and schools across the UK and beyond. It 
gives space to meet other parishioners, share ideas, explore 
your beliefs, and think about questions that really matter. 
Over a six-week period, small groups of 6 to 10 
parishioners, will meet each week for 60 to 90 mins. Each 
session will involve video clips to introduce topics followed 
by suggestions for discussion. There’s no pressure. You can 
be yourself without any fear of being judged. 
   “Sycamore is being introduced across our diocese. Bishop 
Nolan has invited each parish to engage with the Sycamore 
course to discern the will of God in the way we take forward 
our faith and Catholic Christian witness after the challenges 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. It is a call and an opportunity 
for the whole diocesan family to pray, reflect and support 
one another whilst respecting our diversity. 
   “We would like to commence with at least one small 
group in our parish starting October/November. To join a 
group or for more information, please either contact Father 
Peter, or Gordon McMillan on Tel. 07977-403462, email 
gordonmcmillan7@gmail.com.” 
 
PRO-LIFE GROUP (Largs): The next meeting of the pro-
life group will take place  in the church hall on Monday 4th 
October at 7.30pm.  We are a small group and new 
members will be made most welcome. On Wednesday 27th 
October, the 10am Mass will be the annual pro-life Mass 
during which we will pray to God for the millions of 
children killed in the UK since the 1967 Abortion Act. 
Approximately 24% of all pregnancies in Britain end in 
abortion, excluding spontaneous miscarriages. Our prayers 
must also therefore be for an end to this Act and for the 
conversion of all hearts and minds to the sacred gift of life. 
 
BABY LOSS AWARENESS WEEK: The charity called 
Life invites us to celebrate the Baby Loss Awareness Week 
from 9-15 October. Now in its 19th year, the Week aims to 
raise awareness of the key issues around pregnancy and 
baby loss in the UK. Throughout the week, bereaved 
parents, their families, and their friends unite to 
commemorate the lives of babies who died during 
pregnancy, at or soon after birth and in infancy. The week 
is also a platform to call for tangible improvements in policy, 
research, bereavement care and support. For more 
information about the Week and other ways you can get 
involved, please visit: www.babyloss-awareness.org 
Download posters and social media templates on 
www.babyloss-awareness.org/resources/ Or email 
babyloss@sands.org.uk  
 
PARISH HALL COMMITTEE (St. Mary’s): The next 
meeting is on Tuesday, 5th October, at 7.30pm in the parish 
hall. There will be no Exposition before this meeting due to 
the reception of Mrs. Rattigan’s coffin into the church at 
6.30pm that evening. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY (St. Mary’s): A meeting for all 
those who help with Children’s Liturgy will be held on 
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Sunday 10th October after the 10am Mass.  New helpers are 
most welcome. Anyone wishing to help with Children’s 
Liturgy should come along to this meeting or contact Fiona 
on 01475 675733 for more information. We will 
recommence the Children’s Liturgy itself on Sunday 17th 
October. 
 
CHAT & DO (St. Mary’s): I am grateful to Marie Ann 
McCord for taking on the responsibility of organising this 
popular and happy group! It will resume in the Church Hall 
on Wednesday 20th October from 2 pm till 4 pm. All current 
guidance must be followed.  If you have any queries contact 
Marie Ann on 673863. 
 
ALL GROUPS USING PARISH FACILITIES: Every 
Group, both parish and non-parish, must appoint a Test 
and Trace person to record the names and contact details 
of those attending their activity. This list can be developed 
into a checklist since mainly the same people attend each 
event. The checklist should be posted through the letter box 
at the Parish House after each session to be kept securely on 
file, since the government requires this for a period of 
21days. After that period, the lists will be destroyed. 
 
GENTLE YET FIRM REMINDER: Parishioners are 
implored to remain at home: 1) if you are self-isolating as 
the result of a positive Covid-19 test: 2) if you have any of 
the classic symptoms of the virus; 3) if you have been pinged 
by the NHS and informed that you have been exposed to 
the virus and told to self-isolate; or 4) if you have a persistent 
cough irrespective of whether it is covid-related. If it is likely 
that you have attended Mass or some other gathering on 
church premises while positive with the virus, you must 
immediately phone and leave a message on either: 1) St. 
Mary’s, Largs: 07398 109094; or 2) Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour, Millport: 07795 476514. This will allow us to set 
in motion the process for alerting parishioners. This is a 
matter of the greatest gravity since lives can be put at risk if 
we do not adhere to these measures. Catching Covid is 
clearly not a moral failure, but not informing others who 
have been in contact with you during your positive status 
certainly is. Please act, therefore, in charity to respect life. 
 
ST. MARY’S PARISH REPOSITORY: Please note that 
the Repository will now be open again after every Mass for 
your card, rosaries, etc.. Please support the parish by getting 
your materials here. 
 
MONASTERY CAFÉ: Have you been along to the 
tearoom and tasted the Indonesian Seafood and Vegetarian 
food? Come along! Open from 12.00 - 16.00, Mondays to 
Thursdays. Friday, Saturday Tearoom open for light 
refreshments/ soup. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays.  
 

 
 

MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
 
Current scholarship traces the development of the Rosary 
to the High Middle Ages period. The month of October 
each year is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is 
primarily due to the fact that the liturgical feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary is celebrated annually on October 7. It was 
instituted to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude 
for the protection that she gives the Church in answer to the 
praying of the Rosary by the faithful. The feast was 
introduced by Pope St. Pius V (1504-1572) in the year 1571 
to commemorate the miraculous victory of the Christian 
forces in the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571. The 
pope attributed more to the "arms" of the Rosary than the 
power of cannons and the valour of the soldiers who fought 
there. 
 
Legend tells us that the Rosary as a form of prayer was given 
to St. Dominic (1170-1221) by Mary, the Mother of Our 
Lord, who entrusted it to him as an aid in the conflicts with 
the Albigensians. The Dominican pope, St. Pius V, did 
much to further the spread of the Rosary and it thereafter 
became one of the most popular devotions in Christendom. 
It was the same Pope ,St. Pius V, who in 1569 officially 
approved the Rosary in its present form with the Papal Bull, 
Consueverunt Romani Pontifices. It had been completed by the 
addition of the second half of the "Hail Mary" and the 
"Glory be to the Father" at the conclusion of each mystery. 
 
In the Middle Ages, it came into being in various medieval 
monasteries as a substitute for the Divine Office for the lay 
monks and devout lay persons who did not know how to 
read. Instead of the 150 psalms, they would pray 150 "Our 
Fathers" counting them on a ring of beads known as the 
crown or "corona." With the growth of popularity of 
Marian devotion in the twelfth century, the "Psalter of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary" developed now substituting 150 "Hail 
Marys" in place of the "Our Fathers." 
 
The 150 "Hail Marys" were subsequently subdivided into 
fifteen decades by the young Dominican friar, Henry 
Kalkar (1328-1408), with each decade referring to an event 
in the life of Jesus and Mary. The Dominican, Alanus de 
Rupe (1428-1478) further divided the episodes in the history 
of salvation into the joyful, sorrowful and glorious mysteries. 
He also attributed the origin of the Rosary, then known as 
the "Psalter of the Blessed Virgin" to St. Dominic and thus 
spurred the Dominican Order to make the Apostolate of the 
Rosary their special concern. The Dominicans have, since 
then, promulgated the Rosary with notable results. 
 
The practice of dedicating the entire month of October to 
the Holy Rosary developed toward the end of the last 
century. Pope Leo XIII (papacy: 1878-1903) strongly 
promoted the increase of devotion to the Blessed Mother by 
encouraging the constant use of the Rosary. 
 
Many other popes have contributed to help increase 
devotion to the Rosary by their writings. In the recent past, 
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Pope Paul VI ( papacy: 1963-1978) devoted the last section 
of his Apostolic Exhortation Marialis Cultus to the Angelus 
and the Rosary (MC 40-55). In this document, he wrote that 
"the Rosary retains an unaltered value and intact 
freshness." (MC, 41) 
 
The Rosary is primarily a scriptural prayer. This can be 
summarized by the traditional phrase used by Pope Pius 
XII (papacy: 1939-1958) that the Rosary is "a compendium 
of the entire Gospel" (AAS 38 [1946] p. 419). The Rosary 
draws its mysteries from the New Testament and is centred 
on the great events of the Incarnation and Redemption. 
 
St. John Paul II called the Rosary his favourite prayer, in 
which we meditate with Mary upon the mysteries which she 
as a mother meditated on in her heart (Lk. 2:19) 
(L’Osservatore Romano, 44; 30 Oct. 1979). In this month of 
October, let us consider this beautiful prayer of the Rosary 
as a means that we too can use in order to draw closer to 
Jesus and Mary by meditating on the great mysteries of our 
salvation. 
 
(Rev. Matthew Mauriello, Fairfield County Catholic, January 1996) 
 

SAINT JOHN PAUL II: 
Excerpt from his Letter on the Rosary 

The Rosary, a contemplative prayer 

The Rosary, precisely because it starts with Mary's own 
experience, is an exquisitely contemplative prayer. 
Without this contemplative dimension, it would lose its 
meaning, as Pope Paul VI clearly pointed out: “Without 
contemplation, the Rosary is a body without a soul, and 
its recitation runs the risk of becoming a mechanical 
repetition of formulas, in violation of the admonition of 
Christ: 'In praying do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do; for they think they will be heard for their 
many words' (Mt 6:7). By its nature the recitation of the 
Rosary calls for a quiet rhythm and a lingering pace, 
helping the individual to meditate on the mysteries of the 
Lord's life as seen through the eyes of her who was closest 
to the Lord. In this way the unfathomable riches of these 
mysteries are disclosed”. It is worth pausing to consider 
this profound insight of Paul VI, in order to bring out 
certain aspects of the Rosary which show that it is really a 
form of Christocentric contemplation. 

Being conformed to Christ with Mary 

Christian spirituality is distinguished by the disciple's 
commitment to become conformed ever more fully to his 
Master (cf. Rom 8:29; Phil 3:10,12). The outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in Baptism grafts the believer like a branch 
onto the vine which is Christ (cf. Jn 15:5) and makes him 
a member of Christ's mystical Body 
(cf.1Cor 12:12; Rom 12:5). This initial unity, however, calls 
for a growing assimilation which will increasingly shape 
the conduct of the disciple in accordance with the “mind” 

of Christ: “Have this mind among yourselves, which was 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5). In the words of the Apostle, we 
are called “to put on the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(cf. Rom 13:14; Gal 3:27). 

In the spiritual journey of the Rosary, based on the 
constant contemplation – in Mary's company – of the face 
of Christ, this demanding ideal of being conformed to him 
is pursued through an association which could be 
described in terms of friendship. We are thereby enabled 
to enter naturally into Christ's life and as it were to share 
his deepest feelings. In this regard Blessed Bartolo Longo 
has written: “Just as two friends, frequently in each other's 
company, tend to develop similar habits, so too, by 
holding familiar converse with Jesus and the Blessed 
Virgin, by meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary and 
by living the same life in Holy Communion, we can 
become, to the extent of our lowliness, similar to them and 
can learn from these supreme models a life of humility, 
poverty, hiddenness, patience and perfection”.  

In this process of being conformed to Christ in the Rosary, 
we entrust ourselves in a special way to the maternal care 
of the Blessed Virgin. She who is both the Mother of 
Christ and a member of the Church, indeed her “pre-
eminent and altogether singular member”, is at the same 
time the “Mother of the Church”. As such, she continually 
brings to birth children for the mystical Body of her Son. 
She does so through her intercession, imploring upon 
them the inexhaustible outpouring of the Spirit. Mary 
is the perfect icon of the motherhood of the Church. 

The Rosary mystically transports us to Mary's side as she 
is busy watching over the human growth of Christ in the 
home of Nazareth. This enables her to train us and to 
mould us with the same care, until Christ is “fully formed” 
in us (cf. Gal 4:19). This role of Mary, totally grounded in 
that of Christ and radically subordinated to it, “in no way 
obscures or diminishes the unique mediation of Christ, 
but rather shows its power”. This is the luminous principle 
expressed by the Second Vatican Council which I have so 
powerfully experienced in my own life and have made the 
basis of my episcopal motto: Totus Tuus. The motto is of 
course inspired by the teaching of Saint Louis Marie 
Grignion de Montfort, who explained in the following 
words Mary's role in the process of our configuration to 
Christ: “Our entire perfection consists in being conformed, united 
and consecrated to Jesus Christ. Hence the most perfect of all 
devotions is undoubtedly that which conforms, unites and 
consecrates us most perfectly to Jesus Christ. Now, since 
Mary is of all creatures the one most conformed to Jesus 
Christ, it follows that among all devotions that which most 
consecrates and conforms a soul to our Lord is devotion 
to Mary, his Holy Mother, and that the more a soul is 
consecrated to her the more will it be consecrated to Jesus 
Christ”. Never as in the Rosary do the life of Jesus and 
that of Mary appear so deeply joined. Mary lives only in 
Christ and for Christ! 


