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Scripture Readings for Silent Meditation 

Purposes of the Eucharist (3): To make man divine (“divinization”) 
 
1. “That you may be made partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4); “… 
from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace” (John 1:16). 
 
Presence to us was God’s first purpose for the Incarnation and the Eucharist. To 
sacrifice himself for our sins and reveal his divine love was the second. But the third and 
principal end in view was to make it possible for us to share in God’s own divine life. 
What an inconceivable gift! We are given this share by literally being incorporated into 
Christ’s Mystical Body. We don’t take God’s place, of course, but by sanctifying grace 
and charity we become the full and true image and likeness of God. God could have 
given us this grace without becoming man, but he ordained that all grace, both before 
and after Christ’s incarnation, would come because of Him and through Him. The God 
of majesty takes on the condition of frail mortal man so as to clothe man in the garments 
of sanctifying grace and supernatural charity and bring him to the Beatific Vision. The 
incorruptible and immortal One chose to make us the same by uniting himself to our 
corruptibility and mortality (St. Irenaeus). St. Augustine puts these words in God’s 
mouth: “Do you want to know how much I love you, how certain you ought to be that 
I am going to give you my divine reality? I took to myself your mortal reality.” 
 
2. “And I will betroth you to me for ever; I will betroth you to me in 
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. I will betroth 
you to me in faithfulness; and you shall know the Lord” (Hosea 2:19-20). 
 
The reality of God becoming man and of man becoming divine has been described as a 
“sacred commerce”, a “holy exchange.” The Fathers of the Church also consider it as 
the marriage bond between God and man. By the Incarnation, God betroths himself to 
humanity, as prophesied by Hosea. More precisely, he betroths himself to that portion 
of humanity which accepts him, i.e. the Church. The lowly Bride, the Church, is 
elevated to the level of divine dignity. Jesus himself uses this marital imagery when 
referring to himself as the Bridegroom and to the end times as the celebration of the 
sacred nuptials and wedding banquet of the Lamb of God. Both St. Paul and St. John 
pick up on this truth: “I promised you in marriage to one husband, to present you as a 
chaste virgin to Christ” (Paul speaking to the church in Corinth). John sees “the holy 
city … prepared as a bride adorned for her husband …. the wife of the Lamb” (Rev). 
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THURSDAY AGAPE 
EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 

ASCENSION THURSDAY 
 
Introduction (All stand) 
 
Priest: O God, come to our aid. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn 
 

Sing we triumphant hymns of praise, 
New hymns to heaven exulting raise: 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascendeth to the throne of God. 

 
The holy Apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand, 
And with the Virgin Mother see 

Jesu’s resplendent majesty. 
 

O grant us thitherward to tend, 
And with unwearied hearts ascend 

Toward thy kingdom’s throne, where thou 
(As is our faith) art seated now. 

 
All glory, Lord, to thee we pay, 
Ascending o’er the stars to-day; 

All glory, as is ever meet, 
To Father and to Paraclete. 

 
Psalms and Canticle (All sit) 
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Psalm 109 (110) 
The Messiah, king and priest 

“He must be king so that he may put all his enemies under his feet” (1 
Cor 15:25). 

Priest: He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Alleluia. 
 
Men: The Lord’s revelation to my Master: 
  ‘Sit on my right: 
  your foes I will put beneath your feet.’ 
 
The Lord will wield from Sion 
  your sceptre of power: 
  rule in the midst of all your foes. 
 
A prince from the day of your birth 
  on the holy mountains; 
  from the womb before the dawn I begot you. 
 
The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change. 
  ‘You are a priest for ever, 
  a priest like Melchizedek of old.’ 
 
The Master standing at your right hand 
  will shatter kings in the day of his wrath. 
 
He shall drink from the stream by the wayside 
  and therefore he shall lift up his head. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Alleluia. 
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King of glory, in you our mortal flesh has been lifted to the heights: deliver 
us from the corruption of sin and restore us to immortal life. 
All: You, Christ, are the king of glory. 
 
Following the path of love, you came down to us from heaven: let us 
follow that same path in our ascent to you. 
All: You, Christ, are the king of glory. 
 
You promised to draw all men to yourself: do not let any of us be 
separated from your body. 
All: You, Christ, are the king of glory. 
 
You have ascended into heaven: let us be there with you in our minds and 
hearts. 
All: You, Christ, are the king of glory. 
 
We await your coming in majesty on the great day of judgement: may we 
then gaze upon your glory, with all the faithful departed. 
All: You, Christ, are the king of glory. 
 
Our Father 

 
 
Priest: Almighty God, fill us with a holy joy; teach us how to thank you 
with reverence and love on account of the ascension of Christ your Son. 
You have raised us up with him: where he, the head, has preceded us in 
glory, there we, the body, are called in hope. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. All: Amen. 

 
 
Priest: The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. All: Amen. 

________ 
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Men: The Almighty works mar-vels for me. 
  Ho-ly his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
  on those who fear him. 
 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
  and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
  and rai-ses the lowly. 
 
He fills the starving with good things, 
  sends the rich a-way empty. 
 
He protects Isra-el, his servant, 
  Remembe-ring his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and e-ver shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: King of Glory, Lord Almighty, today you have ascended victoriously above the 
heavens. Do not leave us as orphans without a guide, but send us the one whom you 
promised, the gift of the Father, the Spirit of Truth. Alleluia. 

_____ 
 
Prayers and intercessions 
 
Priest: Rejoicing, let us pray to Christ who is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
All: You, Christ, are the king of glory. 
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Psalm 46 (47) 
The Lord is King 

“He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and his kingdom will have no end.” 

 
Priest: God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord ascends with trumpet blast. Alleluia. 
 
Women: All peoples, clap your hands, 
  cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
  great king over all the earth. 
 
He subdues peoples under us 
  and nations under our feet. 
Our inheritance, our glory, is from him, 
  given to Jacob out of love. 
 
God goes up with shouts of joy; 
  the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
  sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
 
God is king of all the earth, 
  sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
  God reigns on his holy throne. 
 
The princes of the peoples are assembled 
  with the people of Abraham’s God. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God, 
  to God who reigns over all. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
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All: God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord ascends with trumpet blast. Alleluia 
 
Canticle                    Apocalypse 11 

The Judgement 

Priest: Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and in him God has been glorified, 
alleluia. 
 
Women: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
  who are and who were, 
that you have taken your great power 
  and begun to reign. 
 
The nations raged, 
  but your wrath came, 
and the time for the dead to be judged, 
  for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, 
and those who fear your name, 
  both small and great. 
 
Now the salvation and the power 
  and the kingdom of our God 
  and the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, 
  who accuses them day and night before our God. 
 
And they have conquered him 
  by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, 
  for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
Rejoice, then, O heaven, 
  and you that dwell therein. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning,  is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
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All: Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and in him God has been glorified, alleluia.

 
 

Short Reading                   1 Peter 3:18, 21-22 
 
Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for the 
guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was 
raised to life. And now you are saved, not by the washing off of physical dirt 
but by a pledge made to God from a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s right 
hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his 
subjects. 

 
 
Short Responsory 
 
Priest: I am ascending to my Father and your Father, alleluia, alleluia. 
All: I am ascending to my Father and your Father, alleluia, alleluia. 
Priest: I go to my God and your God. 
All: I am ascending to my Father and your Father, alleluia, alleluia. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: I am ascending to my Father and your Father, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
Canticle  (All stand)                             Magnificat 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Priest: King of Glory, Lord Almighty, today you have ascended victoriously above the 
heavens. Do not leave us as orphans without a guide, but send us the one whom you 
promised, the gift of the Father, the Spirit of Truth. Alleluia. 
 
Women: My soul glori-fies the Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
  henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 


