
 8 

them. See him close up. See how his eyes are, how his face is shaped. Cup his face in 
your hands. Feel the beard. What do you say or do next? What does he? 
 
2. “So he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ And they offered 
him a piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.” (Lk 
24: 41-43). “Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’” (Jn 21:12). 
“Now we are those witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with him after 
his resurrection from the dead” (Acts 10:41). 
 
Eating and drinking is as physical as it gets. The dead don’t eat and drink. “Before 
their eyes”: this remark reflects the astonishment of an eye witness who was struggling 
to accept he really was risen, in the flesh, right there in front of him. Jesus’ question, 
“have you anything to eat?” almost suggests he was hungry, or at least eager to prove to 
them he was as much flesh and bones as ever. Peter uses the fact of eating and drinking 
with him after the resurrection as a proof of it. He and the others will have eaten 
thousands of times with him; they will recognise how he eats, his “table manners.” He 
is even cooking breakfast for them! Eating reconnects him with them. It emphasizes his 
return, its reality, its glorious never-again-to-end reality. 
 
3. “Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, in the 
Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled.’ He then opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures” (Lk 24: 44-45). 
 
This is just one of many texts in which the risen Jesus is speaking to them. The dead 
don’t speak. Plus, he is obviously still speaking in Aramaic, the language he and they 
used. Plus, they clearly recognise his voice, his Galilean accent, his turn of phrase. It is 
the same Jesus who died and who is now again with them. Plus, he makes reference 
back to things he said before he died: that will also have confirmed to them that it was 
their own Jesus, that he hadn’t lost his memory in death! Plus, he is in his usual way 
explaining things patiently – how patiently! – to them yet again! 
 
Touch. Eat. Speak. Just three ways in which the Gospel testifies to the reality of the 
Risen Jesus, the same one who lived with the Father before time began, emptied himself 
into the womb of Mary, emptied himself in death on the Cross. Jesus can never be a 
was or a has been. He just simply always now is. And he is right here, right now. 
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THURSDAY AGAPE 
EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 

THURSDAY 
EASTER OCTAVE 

Introduction (All stand) 
 
Priest: O God, come to our aid. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn 

The Lamb’s high banquet we await, 
In snow-white robes of royal state; 

And now, the Red Sea’s channel past, 
To Christ our Prince we sing at last. 

 
Upon the altar of the Cross 

His body hath redeemed our loss; 
And tasting of his scarlet blood, 
Our life is hid with him in God. 

 
Now Christ our paschal Lamb is slain, 
The Lamb of God that knows no stain, 

The true oblation offered here, 
Our own unleavened bread sincere. 

 
O thou, from whom hell’s monarch flies, 

O great, O very Sacrifice, 
Thy captive people are set free, 
And endless life restored in thee. 

 
To thee who, dead, again dost live, 

All glory, Lord, thy people give: 
All glory, as is ever meet, 

To Father and to Paraclete. 
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Psalms and Canticle (All sit) 

Psalm 109 (110) 
The Messiah, king and priest 

“He must be king so that he may put all his enemies under his feet” (1 
Cor 15:25). 

Priest: Mary Magdalen came with the other Mary to see the tomb where the Lord had 
been laid, alleluia. 
 
Men: The Lord’s revelation to my Master: 
  ‘Sit on my right: 
  your foes I will put beneath your feet.’ 
 
Women: The Lord will wield from Sion 
  your sceptre of power: 
  rule in the midst of all your foes. 
 
A prince from the day of your birth 
  on the holy mountains; 
  from the womb before the dawn I begot you. 
 
The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change. 
  ‘You are a priest for ever, 
  a priest like Melchizedek of old.’ 
 
The Master standing at your right hand 
  will shatter kings in the day of his wrath. 
 
He shall drink from the stream by the wayside 
  and therefore he shall lift up his head. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Through your cross and resurrection you have won immortal life; grant 
to our dead the joys of your kingdom. 
All: Risen Lord, hear us. 
 
Our Father 

 
 
Priest: Lord God, you have made one people out of many different races 
and nations, united through confessing the glory of your name. They were 
born to new life in baptism: let there be one faith in their hearts, one love 
in their Christian way of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever. All: Amen. 

 
 
Priest: The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. All: Amen. 

________ 
 

 
 

Scripture Readings for Silent Meditation 
 
1. “Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as 
you can see I have.” (Lk 24:39). “Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side” (Jn 20:27). “He breathed 
on them” (Jn 20:22). 
 
The sense of touch testifies to presence, real presence, to “being there.” The flesh of Jesus 
is tangible. A person with no other sense than touch can know it is there. It was 
recognizable as his flesh, no-on else’s. They saw it was he, the same Jesus, the same 
features of face and height. The open wounds make that even plainer. Pretend you are 
blind and have never seen him. Let him take your hand and put your finger into the holes 
in his hands and in his feet. Let him guide your hand into his side. Feel his breath on 
your face, his hands cupping your face, his thumbs touching your eye-lids. Now open 
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He fills the starving with good things, 
  sends the rich a-way empty. 
 
He protects Isra-el, his servant, 
  Remember-ring his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and e-ver shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: Look at my hands and feet, and know that I am truly here. Alleluia.’ 

_____ 
 
Prayers and intercessions 
 
Priest: Christ has risen from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen 
asleep. Let us praise him in our prayer. 
All: Risen Lord, hear us. 
 
Lord, remember the Church you built on the apostles; bless all those who 
believe in you. 
All: Risen Lord, hear us. 
 
You are the healer of body and soul; come to us with your salvation. 
All: Risen Lord, hear us. 
 
Comfort the sick and renew their strength; deliver them from all pain and 
distress. 
All: Risen Lord, hear us. 
 
Help the anguished and the oppressed; in your love uphold the needy. 
All: Risen Lord, hear us. 

 3 

 
All: Mary Magdalen came with the other Mary to see the tomb where the Lord had 
been laid, alleluia. 

Psalm 113A (114) 
Israel set free from Egypt 

“You, who have renounced this world, have also been led forth from 
Egypt” (St Augustine). 

Priest: Come and see where the Lord was laid, alleluia. 
 
Women: When Israel came forth from Egypt, 
  Jacob’s sons from an alien people, 
Judah became the Lord’s temple, 
  Israel became his kingdom. 
 
Men: The sea fled at the sight: 
  the Jordan turned back on its course, 
the mountains leapt like rams 
  and the hills like yearling sheep. 
 
Why was it, sea, that you fled, 
  that you turned back, Jordan, on your course? 
Mountains, that you leapt like rams; 
  hills, like yearling sheep? 
 
Tremble, O earth, before the Lord, 
  in the presence of the God of Jacob, 
who turns the rock into a pool 
  and flint into a spring of water. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
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All: Come and see where the Lord was laid, alleluia. 
 
Canticle                    Apocalypse 19 

The wedding of the Lamb 

Priest: Jesus said: ‘Do not fear. Go, and tell my brethren that they are to leave for 
Galilee: they will see me there.’ Alleluia. 
 
Men: Alleluia. 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
  his judgements are true and just. 
Alleluia. 
 
Women: Alleluia. 
Praise our God, all you his servants, 
  you who fear him, small and great. 
Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. 
The Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns, 
  let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory. 
Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. 
The marriage of the Lamb has come, 
  and his bride has made herself ready. 
Alleluia. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
as it was in the beginning,  is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
All: Jesus said: ‘Do not fear. Go, and tell my brethren that they are to leave for 
Galilee: they will see me there.’ Alleluia 
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Short Reading                   1 Peter 3:18, 21-22 
 
Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for the 
guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was 
raised to life. And now you are saved, not by the washing off of physical dirt 
but by a pledge made to God from a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s right 
hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his 
subjects. 

 
 
Short Responsory 
 
All: This is the day which was made by the Lord: let us rejoice and be glad, alleluia. 

 
 
Canticle  (All stand)                             Magnificat 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Priest: Look at my hands and feet, and know that I am truly here. Alleluia. 
 
Women: My soul glori-fies the Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
  henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
 
Men: The Almighty works mar-vels for me. 
  Ho-ly his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
  on those who fear him. 
 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
  and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
  and rai-ses the lowly. 


