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Scripture Readings for Silent Meditation 
 
 1. “Let us pray to God our Father, for from him all fatherhood in heaven 
and on earth takes its name.” 
 
Figure of Joseph invites us to consider God as Father. Fatherhood as origin, originator, 
begetter, active source of life. Not arbitrary in bringing to life, but purposeful. Life has 
meaning. Demands provision and vision. Predestination? Only in freedom. The Father 
as origin of perfect image, the Son. Origin with and in the Son of all creation, macrocosm 
and microcosm. The grand sweep and each detail. “Every hair.” 
 
2. “Father, you enabled Joseph to spend his life in your service: set our 
minds on your kingdom and your justice before all other things.” 
 
The Father is not the origin of chaos, but of order. Order implies justice understood as 
balance and mutuality. Everything has its place and only its place. Image of inside a 
watch. Intrinsic to notion of meaning and purpose. The Father’s Kingdom is where 
order as justice obtains. Those begotten must put it first to find their meaning and 
purpose. There is no “alternative” justice or order or kingdom, but only anti-justice, 
anti-order, anti-kingdom, i.e. chaos, anarchy, tending to zero. Joseph embraces the 
Father’s order. Obedience, service, humility: in these we are truly free, we find true 
purpose and meaning. A chaotic father is an oxymoron. A father who purports an order 
or justice contrary to the Father deceives and/or is deceived. 
 
3. “Creator of all things, you have entrusted your work to our hands: grant 
that our labours may prove worthy of you.” 
 
Our work is not our work, but the Father-Creator’s. If our work works against the 
Father’s work, it is not work but anti-work; it’s essentially a laziness of soul, no matter 
how busy it looks. We will do the Father’s work if we seek the Father’s will and then 
seek to perform our work in a way that is pleasing to him, worthy of him. Our work 
must be in itself compatible with his will and be carried out in a way that reflects and 
reveals him. “Grant that …”: but we need his grace to that end. Work which is sinful 
in itself or associated with sin is contrary to God’s work and destructive of it. A father 
who works sinfully obscures the Father and demeans himself and his family. 
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THURSDAY AGAPE 
 

EVENING PRAYER 
FIRST VESPERS OF 

THE SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH 
 
Introduction (All stand) 
 
Priest: O God, come to our aid. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
Hymn 
 
Dear St. Joseph, pure and gentle,  
Guardian of the Saviour child,  
Treading with the virgin mother,  
Egypt's deserts rough and wild. 
 
Chor: Hail, St. Joseph, spouse of Mary,  
Blessed above all saints on high, 
When the death-shades round us gather,  
Teach, oh, teach us how to die. 

 
He who rested on thy bosom 
Is by countless saints adored;  
Prostrate angels in His presence  
Sing hosannas to their Lord. 
 
Now to thee no gift refusing, 
Jesus stoops to hear thy prayer; 
Then, dear saint, from thy fair dwelling,  
Give to us a father's care. 

 
Psalms and Canticle (All sit) 
 

Psalm 112 (113) 
Praise of the Lord's name 

“He put down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly” (Lk 
1:52). 

Priest: Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary; of her was born Jesus 
who is called Christ. 
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Men: Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
  praise the name of the Lord! 
May the name of the Lord be blessed 
  both now and for evermore! 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
  praised be the name of the Lord! 
 
Women: High above all nations is the Lord, 
  above the heavens his glory. 
Who is like the Lord, our God, 
  who has risen on high to his throne 
yet stoops from the heights to look down, 
  to look down upon heaven and earth? 
 
Men: From the dust he lifts up the lowly, 
  from his misery he raises the poor 
to set him in the company of princes, 
  yes, with the princes of his people. 
To the childless wife he gives a home 
  and gladdens her heart with children. 
 
Women: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Men: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
All: Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary; of her was born Jesus who 
is called Christ. 
 

Psalm 145 (146) 
The blessedness of those who hope in the Lord 

“Let us praise the Lord all our days: that is, in all our conduct” 
(Arnobius). 

Priest: The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
the virgin who was betrothed to a man named Joseph. 
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Priest: Father, in your Son you revealed to Joseph the mystery kept secret 
for endless ages: help us to acknowledge your Son as God and man. 
All: Father, hallowed be your name 
 
Priest: Father, you enabled Joseph to spend his life in your service: set our 
minds on your kingdom and your justice before all other things. 
All: Father, hallowed be your name 
 
Priest: Father, your will is that every person should accept and answer 
your call: by the prayer of Joseph, give us the grace to live in accord with 
your will. 
All: Father, hallowed be your name 
 
Priest: Creator of all things, you have entrusted your work to our hands: 
grant that our labours may prove worthy of you. 
All: Father, hallowed be your name 
 
Priest: Father, in whom all live, grant to those who have died new life, 
through your Son; with Mary, and Joseph, and all your saints for ever. 
All: Father, hallowed be your name 
 
Our Father 

 
 
Priest: Almighty God, at the beginnings of our salvation, when Mary 
conceived your Son and brought him forth in to the world, you placed 
them under Joseph’s watchful care. May his prayer still help your Church 
to be an equally faithful guardian of your mysteries and a sign of Christ 
to mankind. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 

 
 
Priest: The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 
All: Amen. 
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He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
  henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
 
Men: The Almighty works mar-vels for me. 
  Ho-ly his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
  on those who fear him. 
 
Women: He puts forth his arm in strength 
  and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
  and rai-ses the lowly. 
 
Men: He fills the starving with good things, 
  sends the rich a-way empty. 
 
Women: He protects Isra-el, his servant, 
  Remember-ring his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 
Men: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spirit, 
 
Women: as it was in the beginning, is now, and e-ver shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
All: Behold the faithful and wise servant, whom the Master placed over his household. 

_____ 
 
Prayers and intercessions 
 
Priest: Let us pray to God our Father, for from him all fatherhood in 
heaven and on earth takes its name. 
All: Father, hallowed be your name 
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Women: My soul, give praise to the Lord; 
  I will praise the Lord all my days, 
  make music to my God while I live. 
 
Men: Put no trust in princes, 
  In mortal men in whom there is no help. 
Take their breath, they return to clay 
  and their plans that day come to nothing. 
 
Women: He is happy who is helped by Jacob’s God, 
  whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
who alone made heaven and earth, 
  the seas and all they contain. 
 
Men: It is he who keeps faith for ever, 
  who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
  the Lord, who sets prisoners free, 
 
Women: the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
  who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
  and upholds the widow and orphan. 
 
Men: It is the Lord who loves the just 
  but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
  Sion’s God, from age to age. 
 
Women: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Men: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
All: The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to the 
virgin who was betrothed to a man named Joseph. 
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Canticle                         Ephesians 1 

God the Saviour 

Priest:  Mary, the mother of Jesus, was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to 
live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
 
Women: Blessed be the God and Father 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ 
  with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 
 
Men: He chose us in him 
  before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy 
  and blameless before him. 
 
Women: He destined us in love 
  to be his sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 
  to the praise of his glorious grace 
  which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
 
Men: In him we have redemption through his blood, 
  the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace 
  which he lavished upon us. 
 
Women: He has made known to us 
  in all wisdom and insight 
  the mystery of his will, 
according to his purpose 
  which he set forth in Christ. 
 
Men: His purpose he set forth in Christ 
  as a plan for the fullness of time, 
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to unite all things in him, 
  things in heaven and things on earth. 
 
Women: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Men: as it was in the beginning,  is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
All: Mary, the mother of Jesus, was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live 
together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
Short Reading                  Colossians 3:23-24 
 
Whatever your work is, put your heart into it as if it were for the Lord and 
not for men, knowing that the Lord will repay you by making you his heirs. 
It is Christ the Lord that you are serving.

 
 
Short Responsory 
 
Priest: The virtuous man will bloom like the lily. 
All: The virtuous man will bloom like the lily. 
Priest: He will grow for ever before the Lord. 
All: The virtuous man will bloom like the lily. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: The virtuous man will bloom like the lily.

 
 
Canticle  (All stand)                             Magnificat 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Priest: Behold the faithful and wise servant, whom the Master placed over his household. 
 
Women: My soul glori-fies the Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 


