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The Leper 
 

Oft as the leper's case I read,  
My own described I feel;  
Sin is a leprosy indeed,  

Which none but Christ can heal.  
 

Awhile I would have passed for well,  
And strove my spots to hide;  
Till it broke out incurable,  

Too plain to be denied.  
 

Then from the saints I sought to flee,  
And dreaded to be seen;  

I thought they all would point at me,  
And cry, Unclean, unclean!  

 
What anguish did my soul endure,  
Till hope and patience ceased?  

The more I strove myself to cure,  
The more the plague increased.  

 
While thus I lay distressed, I saw  

The Saviour passing by;  
To him, though filled with shame and awe,  

I raised my mournful cry.  
 

Lord, thou canst heal me if thou wilt,  
For thou canst all things do;  

O cleanse my leprous soul from guilt,  
My filthy heart renew!  

 
He heard, and with a gracious look,  

Pronounced the healing word;  
I will, be clean - and while he spoke  

I felt my health restored.  
 

Come lepers, seize the present hour,  
The Saviour's grace to prove;  
He can relieve, for he is pow'r,  

He will, for he is love. 
John Newton  
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Readings 
 

 
 
 

“‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ 
Feeling sorry for him, 

Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. 
‘Of course I want to!’ he said. 

‘Be cured!’” 
 

(Mark 1:40-41) 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading                Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46 
 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot 
appears on a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. 
The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who 
are his sons. 

  ‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him 
unclean; he is suffering from leprosy of the head. A man infected with 
leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair disordered; he must shield 
his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean.” As long as the disease lasts he 
must be unclean; and therefore he must live apart: he must live outside 
the camp.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm 31(32):1-2,5,11 

 
 
Second Reading         1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 

 
Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for 
the glory of God. Never do anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or 
Greeks or to the Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone at 
all times, not anxious for my own advantage but for the advantage of 
everybody else, so that they may be saved. Take me for your model, as I 
take Christ. 
 
 
Gospel                                                                              Mark 1:40-45 

 
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said 
‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and 
touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy 
left him at once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and 
sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show 
yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your healing prescribed 
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by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The man went away, but then 
started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that 
Jesus could no longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in 
places where nobody lived. Even so, people from all around would come 
to him. 
         
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The salvation of man by man 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 

For we know it belongs to your boundless glory, 
that you came to the aid of mortal beings with your divinity 
and even fashioned for us a remedy out of mortality itself, 

that the cause of our downfall 
might become the means of our salvation, 

through Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him the host of Angels adores your majesty 
and rejoices in your presence for ever. 

May our voices, we pray, join with theirs 
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim… 

 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 

God so loved the world 
that he gave his Only Begotten Son, 

so that all who believe in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal life. 

 
 
 


