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Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed, without a congregation 
present due to Covid restrictions. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
8/2: St. Josephine Bakhita, 
Virgin (d. 1947) 

Week 5 
Liturgical colour: white 

9/2: Requiem Mass, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Mackie, RIP 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: purple 

10/2: Saint Scholastica, 
Virgin (d. 547) 

Week 5 
Liturgical colour: white 

11/2: Our Lady of Lourdes, 
World Day of Prayer for the 
Sick 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: blue 

12/2: Votive Mass of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Week 5 
Liturgical colour: white 

13/2: Our Lady on Saturday Week 5 
Liturgical colour: blue 

14/2: 6th Ordinary 
Sunday, Year B.  

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 6 Feb, 6pm Phil Mitchell, D 
Sun 7 Feb, 10am All Parishioners 
Mon 8 Feb, 10am Special Intention (MS) 
Tues 9 Feb, 10am Mrs Elizabeth Mackie, RD 
Wed 10 Feb, 10am Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, D 
Thurs 11 Feb, 10am Mary McGarvey, D 
Fri 12 Feb, 10am Tom Connell 
Sat 13 Feb, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 14 Feb, 10am Hugh V. Magee 
A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 

SI = Special Intention 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, 
Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie 
Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, 
Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 
Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin 
Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, 
May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen Walker, James 
McGinty, Eddie McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair 

Murphy, Isabella McInally, Benet Brodie Snr, John Gunn, 
Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena 
Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, 
Richard Dawson, Susan Rose, Slawek Gawlik, Graham 
Johnston, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh Millar, Brian 
Brady. Recently Deceased: Mrs. Elizabeth Mackie, Sadie 
Corr, Stuart Robb. Anniversary of Death: Norah 
Shivers, George Shivers, Patricia Quigley, Joseph McGinty. 
Special Birthdays or Anniversaries: …. 
 

NOTICES 
 

MRS. ELIZABETH MACKIE, RIP (Largs): The funeral 
Mass for Mrs. Mackie will take place on Tuesday, 9th 
February, at 10am, and thence to the Clyde Crematorium 
for 11am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone wishes 
to receive this wonderful sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 

 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: Sadly for us, but 

happily for heaven, we bid au revoir to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mackie on Tuesday. God speed! The rest of the week is 
mostly taken up by other celestial ladies: the virgins 
Josephine Bakhita of South Darfur who was rescued from 
slavery (Monday) and Saint Scholastica, the sister of St. 
Benedict (Wednesday). On Thursday we celebrate the 
great day of Our Lady of Lourdes and the World Day of 
Prayer for the Sick. I invite you to spoil your sick relatives 
and friends on that day! On Friday, we will offer a Votive 
Mass in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD: This Sunday 7th February at 
6.30pm on yet another star in the constellation of Jesus – 
St. Peter. 

 
THURSDAY AGAPE: Please deliberately interrupt your 

Thursday evening (11th) to join the live-stream Agape for 
even a few minutes between 6.30-8pm, for no other reason 
than to tell the Lord you love him in the spiritual company 
of all other parishioners doing the same. Details of the 
breakdown of the 90-minute Agape are on the home page 
of the parish website. 

 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to 

the covid-19 pandemic and a swift distribution of the 
vaccine to everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 

 
ONLINE LENTEN RETREAT: The Ignatian Spirituality 

Centre in Glasgow is offering an online retreat for Lent. It 
is free of charge and offers various options for doing the 
retreat. Here is the necessary link: 
http://iscglasgow.co.uk/lent2021.html  

 
LENTEN JOURNEY 2021: This is another initiative for 

Lent, put forward by the “Scottish Laity Network.” The 
subtitle of the Lenten Journey is: “Discipleship for Artisans 
of our own Destiny: Preparing the Future” and involves 
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seven lectures distributed across Lent. I have put more 
details about the initiative itself and about the Scottish 
Laity Network on the parish website at this link: 
https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/2021/01/28/lente
n-journey-2021/  

 
PRAYERLINE: For prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL RETURNS FOR 2020: I 

submitted last week to the Diocese the AFR for both 
parishes for the year 2020. The Parish Finance Council in 
Largs and the Parish Pastoral Council in Millport have 
been given sight of these returns. Questions raised and 
comments made were all dealt with fully and satisfactorily. 
It would be my intention to provide you by Easter with a 
general summary of the accounts both for 2020 and for 
2019. The 2019 summary was knocked off course by the 
lockdown last March, but it is only right that you be 
apprised of  the situation for both years. 

 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 

direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 

 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 

enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 

weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 
 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR THE 19th WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2021 
  

“You have but one teacher and you are all brothers” (Mt 23:8). 
A trust-based relationship to guide care for the sick. 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
The celebration of the XXIX World Day of the Sick on 
11 February 2021, the liturgical memorial of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Lourdes, is an opportunity to devote 
special attention to the sick and to those who provide them 
with assistance and care both in healthcare institutions 
and within families and communities. We think in 
particular of those who have suffered, and continue to 
suffer, the effects of the worldwide coronavirus pandemic. 
To all, and especially to the poor and the marginalized, I 
express my spiritual closeness and assure them of the 
Church’s loving concern. 
 
1. The theme of this Day is drawn from the Gospel 
passage in which Jesus criticizes the hypocrisy of those 
who fail to practise what they preach (cf. Mt 23:1-12). 
When our faith is reduced to empty words, unconcerned 
with the lives and needs of others, the creed we profess 
proves inconsistent with the life we lead. The danger is 
real. That is why Jesus uses strong language about the peril 

of falling into self-idolatry. He tells us: “You have but one 
teacher and you are all brothers” (v. 8). 
 
Jesus’ criticism of those who “preach but do not practise” 
(v. 3) is helpful always and everywhere, since none of us is 
immune to the grave evil of hypocrisy, which prevents us 
from flourishing as children of the one Father, called to 
live universal fraternity. 
 
Before the needs of our brothers and sisters, Jesus asks us 
to respond in a way completely contrary to such 
hypocrisy. He asks us to stop and listen, to establish a 
direct and personal relationship with others, to feel 
empathy and compassion, and to let their suffering 
become our own as we seek to serve them (cf. Lk 10:30-
35). 
 
2. The experience of sickness makes us realize our own 
vulnerability and our innate need of others. It makes us 
feel all the more clearly that we are creatures dependent 
on God. When we are ill, fear and even bewilderment can 
grip our minds and hearts; we find ourselves powerless, 
since our health does not depend on our abilities or life’s 
incessant worries (cf. Mt 6:27). 
 
Sickness raises the question of life’s meaning, which we 
bring before God in faith. In seeking a new and deeper 
direction in our lives, we may not find an immediate 
answer. Nor are our relatives and friends always able to 
help us in this demanding quest. 
 
The biblical figure of Job is emblematic in this regard. 
Job’s wife and friends do not accompany him in his 
misfortune; instead, they blame him and only aggravate 
his solitude and distress. Job feels forlorn and 
misunderstood.  Yet for all his extreme frailty, he rejects 
hypocrisy and chooses the path of honesty towards God 
and others. He cries out to God so insistently that God 
finally answers him and allows him to glimpse a new 
horizon. He confirms that Job’s suffering is not a 
punishment or a state of separation from God, much less 
as sign of God’s indifference. Job’s heart, wounded and 
healed, then makes this vibrant and touching confession 
to the Lord: “I had heard of you by word of mouth, but 
now my eye has seen you” (42:5). 
 
3. Sickness always has more than one face: it has the face 
of all the sick, but also those who feel ignored, excluded 
and prey to social injustices that deny their fundamental 
rights (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 22). The current pandemic has 
exacerbated inequalities in our healthcare systems and 
exposed inefficiencies in the care of the sick. Elderly, weak 
and vulnerable people are not always granted access to 
care, or in an equitable manner. This is the result of 
political decisions, resource management and greater or 
lesser commitment on the part of those holding positions 
of responsibility. Investing resources in the care and 
assistance of the sick is a priority linked to the fundamental 
principle that health is a primary common good. Yet the 
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pandemic has also highlighted the dedication and 
generosity of healthcare personnel, volunteers, support 
staff, priests, men and women religious, all of whom have 
helped, treated, comforted and served so many of the sick 
and their families with professionalism, self-giving, 
responsibility and love of neighbour. A silent multitude of 
men and women, they chose not to look the other way but 
to share the suffering of patients, whom they saw as 
neighbours and members of our one human family. 
 
Such closeness is a precious balm that provides support 
and consolation to the sick in their suffering. As 
Christians, we experience that closeness as a sign of the 
love of Jesus Christ, the Good Samaritan, who draws near 
with compassion to every man and woman wounded by 
sin. United to Christ by the working of the Holy Spirit, we 
are called to be merciful like the Father and to love in 
particular our frail, infirm and suffering brothers and 
sisters (cf. Jn 13:34-35). We experience this closeness not 
only as individuals but also as a community. Indeed, 
fraternal love in Christ generates a community of healing, 
a community that leaves no one behind, a community that 
is inclusive and welcoming, especially to those most in 
need. 
 
Here I wish to mention the importance of fraternal 
solidarity, which is expressed concretely in service and can 
take a variety of forms, all directed at supporting our 
neighbours. “Serving means caring … for the vulnerable 
of our families, our society, our people” (Homily in 
Havana, 20 September 2015). In this outreach, all are 
“called to set aside their own wishes and desires, their 
pursuit of power, before the concrete gaze of those who 
are most vulnerable… Service always looks to their faces, 
touches their flesh, senses their closeness and even, in 
some cases, ‘suffers’ that closeness and tries to help them.  
Service is never ideological, for we do not serve ideas, we 
serve people” (ibid.). 
 
4. If a therapy is to be effective, it must have a relational 
aspect, for this enables a holistic approach to the patient. 
Emphasizing this aspect can help doctors, nurses, 
professionals and volunteers to feel responsible for 
accompanying patients on a path of healing grounded in 
a trusting interpersonal relationship (cf. New Charter for 
Health Care Workers [2016], 4). This creates a covenant 
between those in need of care and those who provide that 
care, a covenant based on mutual trust and respect, 
openness and availability. This will help to overcome 
defensive attitudes, respect the dignity of the sick, 
safeguard the professionalism of healthcare workers and 
foster a good relationship with the families of patients. 
 
Such a relationship with the sick can find an unfailing 
source of motivation and strength in the charity of Christ, 
as shown by the witness of those men and women who 
down the millennia have grown in holiness through 
service to the infirm. For the mystery of Christ’s death and 
resurrection is the source of the love capable of giving full 

meaning to the experience of patients and caregivers alike. 
The Gospel frequently makes this clear by showing that 
Jesus heals not by magic but as the result of an encounter, 
an interpersonal relationship, in which God’s gift finds a 
response in the faith of those who accept it. As Jesus often 
repeats: “Your faith has saved you”. 
 
5. Dear brothers and sisters, the commandment of love 
that Jesus left to his disciples is also kept in our relationship 
with the sick. A society is all the more human to the degree 
that it cares effectively for its most frail and suffering 
members, in a spirit of fraternal love. Let us strive to 
achieve this goal, so that no one will feel alone, excluded 
or abandoned. 
 
To Mary, Mother of Mercy and Health of the Infirm, I 
entrust the sick, healthcare workers and all those who 
generously assist our suffering brothers and sisters. From 
the Grotto of Lourdes and her many other shrines 
throughout the world, may she sustain our faith and hope, 
and help us care for one another with fraternal love. To 
each and all, I cordially impart my blessing. Pope Francis. 
 

TO OUR TEENAGERS 
 
Hello, everyone! I hope you are all doing OK and finding  
creative and positive ways to get through this awful 
lockdown. I’ve actually been thinking a lot about you and 
wondering how you have all been as this drags on. I 
suppose we will all have had our “moments” when things 
have not been brilliant. That’s only normal. I usually let 
off steam to the Lord and, by the end of it, he’s got me 
calmed down! 
 
It must be a real pain not to be able to see your friends in 
person and hang out with them. I am guessing, though, 
that the social media have helped you on that score. 
Keeping in touch with friends and family is such an 
important thing. It keeps us grounded and encourages us 
to reach out and support, as well as receiving support. 
Keeping in touch with the Lord is also vital. 
 
For all of us, myself included, the lockdown and all that 
goes with it has interrupted so many of the things we 
usually take for granted. At the same time, though, it’s an 
ideal time to appreciate the truly good things that we are 
missing. Who knows, maybe it also helps us see the things 
that maybe were not all that great anyway? 
 
Here’s a wee challenge for you. Put on your thinking hat 
and consider for yourself, from 1 to 5, what the most 
important things are in your life. Begin with the most 
important and work your way down. Ask yourself why 
they are important to you. Why not share them with your 
closest friends and compare notes?  I want you to know 
that you and your true happiness are definitely among the 
top ten most important things to me! Take good care, be 
happy and let the Lord love you!  - Fr. Peter 


