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Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed, without a congregation 
present due to Covid restrictions. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
1/2: Votive Mass in honour 
of Saint Joseph 

Week 4 
Liturgical colour: white 

2/2: Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

3/2: Saint Blaise, Bishop & 
Martyr (d. early 4th century) 

Week 4 
Liturgical colour: red 

4/2: Our Lady, Temple of 
the Lord 

Week 4 
Liturgical colour: blue 

5/2: St. Agatha, Virgin & 
Martyr (d. mid 3rd century) 
First Friday 

Week 4 
Liturgical colour: red 

6/2: Our Lady on Saturday Week 4 
Liturgical colour: blue 

7/2: 5th Ordinary 
Sunday, Year B.  

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 30 Jan, 6pm Phil Mitchell, D 
Sun 31 Jan, 10am All Parishioners 
Mon 1 Feb, 10am Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, D 
Tues 2 Feb, 10am Miss Elizabeth Mackie, RD 
Wed 3 Feb, 10am Pat Kelly, A 
Thurs 4 Feb, 10am Malcolm Heaton, RD 
Fri 5 Feb, 10am Tom Connell, A 
Sat 6 Feb, 6pm Phil Mitchell, D 
Sun 7 Feb, 10am All Parishioners 
A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 

SI = Special Intention 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, 
Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie 
Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, 
Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 
Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin 
Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, 
May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen Walker, James 
McGinty, Eddie McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair 

Murphy, Isabella McInally, Benet Brodie Snr, John Gunn, 
Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena 
Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, 
Richard Dawson, Susan Rose, Slawek Gawlik, Graham 
Johnston, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Hugh Millar, Brian 
Brady. Recently Deceased: Malcolm Heaton, Michael 
McWilliams, Miss Elizabeth Mackie, Mrs. Elizabeth Mackie, 
Sadie Corr, Edith Boyle, Ina Costan, Douglas Goldie. 
Anniversary of Death: Pat Kelly, Brian Ward, Rosemary 
Boyle, Christopher Delaney, Tom Connell, Jane Henry. 
Special Birthdays or Anniversaries: …. 
 

NOTICES 
 

MISS ELIZABETH MACKIE, RIP (Largs): We commend 
to the Lord the soul of Miss Mackie who died early last week 
at the age of 104 and whose cremation service takes place 
this coming Wednesday, 3rd February, by the private 
arrangement of relatives. I will offer Mass for Elizabeth this 
coming Tuesday, the Feast of the Presentation, asking Our 
Lady to present her to Her Son and to shed the eternal 
Light of his glory upon her. 

 
MRS. ELIZABETH MACKIE, RIP (Largs): We likewise 

commend to the merciful love of our Saviour the soul of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Mackie who passed away on Wednesday 
27th January, aged 101. May her good soul know the eternal 
youth of the Kingdom, and may the Lord grant much 
comfort to her husband Alex and to the wider family at this 
time. The funeral Mass will take place on Tuesday, 9th 
February, at 10am, and thence to the Clyde Crematorium 
for 11am. 

 
MRS. SADIE CORR, RIP (Largs): We also pray in charity 

for the eternal repose of the soul of Sadie Corr, who died 
peacefully on Thursday 28th January. She loved the 
Eucharist, so may its veil now be fully drawn as she sees her 
Lord face to face. Deepest condolences from the whole 
parish to her dear husband Gerry and to the entire family. 
May the Lord of glory be your strength. The funeral 
arrangements for Sadie are yet to be determined. 

 
MR. MACLOLM HEATON, RIP (Largs): Our deepest 

condolences to Nancy Heaton and her whole family on the 
death of their cherished husband and father. Malcolm will 
be buried on Thursday 4th February from St. Columba’s 
Episcopal Church. I will offer Mass here at St. Mary’s for 
him at 10am on that day. May the Lord grant him eternal 
rest, and deep consolation and peace to his loved ones. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone wishes 
to receive this wonderful sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 

 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: The week 

begins with a votive Mass in honour of St. Joseph during 
this year dedicated to him. I invite especially the men of 
our parishes to join the live-stream if you can. On Tuesday 
we have a lovely celebration of the Lord, the Presentation 



FOURTH ORDINARY SUNDAY (B), 31st  JANUARY 2021 
in the Temple. It’s a day for us to think of our baptism and 
how we were consecrated to the Lord that day. Wednesday 
is St Blaise’s day, so I will offer a “virtual” blessing of 
throats to those in need. On Thursday, our Mass of the 
week dedicated to Our Lady recalls her as “Temple of the 
Lord”, echoing Tuesday’s feast. Friday recalls the Virgin 
Martyr, St. Agatha, and is a good day to pray for courage 
and self-denial in the form of the virtue of chastity. Friday 
is also First Friday, and so I will offer the Novena Prayer for 
that occasion at the end of Mass. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD: The next Service of the Word 
will be on Sunday 7th February at 6.30pm on yet another 
star in the constellation of Jesus – St. Peter. 

 
THURSDAY AGAPE: Please deliberately interrupt your 

Thursday evening (4th) to join the live-stream Agape for 
even a few minutes between 6.30-8pm, for no other reason 
than to tell the Lord you love him in the spiritual company 
of all other parishioners doing the same. Details of the 
breakdown of the 90-minute Agape are on the home page 
of the parish website. 

 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to 

the covid-19 pandemic and a swift distribution of the 
vaccine to everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 

 
ONLINE LENTEN RETREAT: The Ignatian Spirituality 

Centre in Glasgow is offering an online retreat for Lent. It 
is free of charge and offers various options for doing the 
retreat. I encourage everyone to consider this, or some 
other form of organized spiritual discipline during Lent. 
The purpose of it is always to come to know and love Jesus 
more deeply and to follow him more closely in our daily 
lives. Here is the necessary link: 
http://iscglasgow.co.uk/lent2021.html  

 
LENTEN JOURNEY 2021: This is another initiative for 

Lent, put forward by the “Scottish Laity Network.” The 
subtitle of the Lenten Journey is: “Discipleship for Artisans 
of our own Destiny: Preparing the Future” and involves 
seven lectures distributed across Lent. I have put more 
details about the initiative itself and about the Scottish 
Laity Network on the parish website at this link: 
https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/2021/01/28/lente
n-journey-2021/  

 
PRAYERLINE: For prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
A NEW PARLIAMENTARY MOTION (EDM 1340) is 

calling on the Government to introduce new guidance on 
foetal pain. The evidence that babies can feel pain in the 
womb, and during many abortions, highlights the 
humanity of the unborn child and provides another 
important reason to introduce legislation to protect the 
unborn child from abortion. Right To Life UK have set up 
an easy-to-use tool which makes it simple to contact your 
MP, and ask them to sign this motion calling on the 
Government to introduce new guidance on foetal pain. It 

only takes 30 seconds using this easy-to-use tool. This tool 
can be accessed by visiting the link below: 
www.righttolife.org.uk/FetalPainMotion  

 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 

direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 

 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 

enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 

weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

GOD BE IN MY HEAD 

These are the first words of a hymn which was apparently 
composed in the late 15th century in France. They remind 
me a bit of St. Patrick’s Breastplate, “Christ be beside me 
… Christ be within me”, etc.. 

To ask God to “be in my head” gives the impression that 
He is not already there. But He is. We just need to keep 
reminding ourselves of it. By faith, we believe God is 
everywhere, yet His presence to a distant star is not the 
same as His presence in the Eucharist. His presence to a 
little daisy, beautiful though that may be, is not the same 
as His presence to a little child. 

The Eucharist tells us that God wants to be in us. In our 
heads, in our hearts, spirits, souls and bodies. Sometimes 
we think we need to search for God “out there.” Not true! 
He is always “in here”, in your very self. 

On top of that, there is nowhere more He delights to be! 
The Scriptures prove to us, time and again, that God 
“takes delight in his people” and “delights to be with the 
sons of men.” We are the apple of His eye. In fact, we are 
in His eye! His presence pervades us like the light of the 
sun flooding into a room through a window. 

“O, Lord, you search me and you know me. You know 
when I walk or lie down. Before a word is on my lips, you 
know it through and through” (Psalm 139). To find God, 
therefore, means to quieten the mind and calm the 
emotions and heart and so discover Him already in my 
head, in my awareness. To breathe quietly His Name, 
“Jesus”, brings me to the stillness wherein I can realise 
with joy, with exultation, with astonishment: God is in me. 
You, Lord, are in me, and I am therefore in You. 

Among the many consolations this brings is the certainty 
that God also knows how I feel. He is in my feelings. He 
feels them with me. His presence in my emotions means 
that I can consecrate them to Him, that I need not be 
overcome or overwhelmed by them. The solid rock 
foundation of His loving and compassionate presence 
within me lets me surrender by feelings to Him. 


