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Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed, without a congregation 
present due to Covid restrictions. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
18/1: Mass for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity 

Week 2 
Liturgical colour: green 

19/1: Mass of Our Lady, 
Mother of Divine Hope 

Week 2 
Liturgical colour: blue 

20/1: Saint Sebastian, 
Martyr (d. 310 circa) 

Week 2 
Liturgical colour: red 

21/1: St. Agnes, Virgin & 
Martyr (d. 304) 

Week 2 
Liturgical colour: red 

22/1: Mass for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity 

Week 2 
Liturgical colour: green 

23/1: Our Lady on Saturday Week 2 
Liturgical colour: blue 

24/1: 3rd Ordinary 
Sunday, Year B. Sunday 
of the Word of God 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 16 Jan, 6pm Phil Mitchell, A 
Sun 17 Jan, 10am All Parishioners 
Mon 18 Jan, 10am Margaret Murphy, A 
Tues 19 Jan, 10am Phil Mitchell, A 
Wed 20 Jan, 10am Pattie Singleton, A 
Thurs 21 Jan, 10am Murdoch MacDougall, S 
Fri 22 Jan, 10am Special Intention, SI 
Sat 23 Jan, 6pm Edmund Duffy, D 
Sun 24 Jan, 10am All Parishioners 
A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 

SI = Special Intention 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, 
Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie 
Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, 
Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 
Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin 
Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, 
May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen Walker, James 
McGinty, Eddie McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair 

Murphy, Isabella McInally, Benet Brodie Snr, John Gunn, 
Eithne Brown, Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena 
Green, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, 
Richard Dawson, Susan Rose, Slawek Gawlik, Graham 
Johnston, Mary Boyce, Debbie Wallace, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mackie, Malcolm Heaton, Hugh Millar. Recently 
Deceased: Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, Irene Finan, Jack 
Kavanagh, Mary Quinn. Anniversary of Death: Phil 
Mitchell, Nancy Catterson, John McGarry, Susan McColl, 
Bill Goodfellow, Patrick Crayton, Mary Patterson. 
 

NOTICES 
 

DATES FOR YOUR LITURGICAL DIARY:  
Monday 18th-25th January: Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Sunday, 24th  January, Sunday of the Word of God. 
Tuesday, 2nd February, the Presentation of the Lord. 
Thursday, 11th February, World Day of the Sick.  
Wednesday, 17th February, Ash Wednesday.  
Thursday, 25th March, the Annunciation of the Lord. 
Sunday, 28th March, Palm Sunday.  
Thursday, 1st April, Holy Thursday.  
Friday, 2nd April, Good Friday.  
Sunday, 4th April, Easter Sunday. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone wishes 
to receive this wonderful sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 

 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: Monday marks 

the first day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, so I 
will offer the prayers of two Masses this week, on Monday 
and Friday, for that intention. On Tuesday, the Mass of the 
week dedicated to Our Lady will be as Mother of Divine 
Hope. The remaining two days recall two martyrs of the 
early 4th century, the soldier St. Sebastian, martyred during 
the persecution of Diocletian, and the 12-year-old girl, St. 
Agnes. 

 
POSTPONEMENT OF SACRAMENTS FOR 

CHILDREN: I regret deeply that once again we must 
postpone until further notice the reception of sacraments for 
the children of St. Mary’s parish due to the pandemic. The 
confirmation of our P4 children, scheduled for 8th February, 
and the first reconciliation of our P3 children, scheduled for 
9th March, are therefore postponed. Please God we will not 
have to postpone again the First Holy Communions 
scheduled for May. Hopefully, when things pick up again, 
we can proceed as quickly as possible to make up for lost 
time – and delayed grace. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: There will be no service of the 

Word this Sunday evening. 
 
THURSDAY AGAPE: Please deliberately interrupt your 

Thursday evening (21st) to join the live-stream Agape for 
even a few minutes between 6.30-8pm, for no other reason 
than to tell the Lord you love him in the spiritual company 
of all other parishioners doing the same. Details of the 
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breakdown of the 90-minute Agape are on the home page 
of the parish website. 

 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to the 

covid-19 pandemic and a swift distribution of the vaccine to 
everyone, beginning with the most vulnerable. 

 
NEW SAFEGUARDING WEBPAGES: The diocesan 

website has been updated to reflect the current work of the 
Safeguarding Team. The pages can be accessed by visiting 
www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk and selecting "Safeguarding". 
This will bring you to a new page with a further menu 
providing information on different aspects of Safeguarding 
within the diocese. Please note that any volunteers who still 
require training can visit the "Training" page and contact 
any trainer to arrange a session, or can join a session 
scheduled in the calendar. 

 
THE UNITED NATIONS TREATY ON THE 

PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS comes into 
effect on 22nd January. Pax Christi Scotland has organised 
an online vigil to mark this event. The Bishops of England, 
Scotland and Wales have published a statement to mark the 
occasion which you will find on the parish website. To 
register for the online vigil on 22nd, please go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ 
wsdu2trzkjE9JUq6AB2Hut3NJuZrml1Nbx 

 
PRAYERLINE: For prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 

direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(…..) – 07852 753874. 

 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 

enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 

weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 
 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 
Receiving the Word of God in the Family 

 
In 2006 (?), a meeting of Bishops in Rome on the Word of 
God urged that every home have its Bible, to be kept in a 
worthy place and used for reading and prayer. When we 
are out of Covid, we can also form small communities of 
families for common prayer and meditation on the Word 
of God. 
On Sunday 24th January, why not try the following in your 
family home? It is adapted from a Vatican suggestion. 

The entire family gathers around the main table of  
their home, where the crucifix, an icon or picture of the 
Blessed Mother, a candle and the Bible are placed. One 
of the family members lights the candle and says: The 
light of Christ. All respond: Thanks be to God. 

Then another person (the text can also be divided among 
several people) recites the following prayer:  
 
Come within me Holy Spirit, into my heart and in my mind. 
Pour forth your brilliance upon my intellect, so that I can know the 
Father in meditating on the word of the Gospel. Grant me your love, 
so that even today, urged by your word, I can find you in the 
situations and people I meet. Grant me your wisdom, so that in the 
light of your word, I may know how to live and judge what I have 
experienced today. Grant me perseverance, so I can patiently 
penetrate the message of God in the Gospel. All respond: Amen.  
 
A family member takes the Bible, opens it, and begins 
reading the following passage: Matthew 13: 1-9. “The 
Parable of the Sower”  
 
Listen to the word of the Lord from the Gospel according to 
Matthew. The text chosen is now read. After it has been read, 
all family members kiss the book of Sacred Scripture. A 
moment of silence follows, of meditation on the text just 
heard and of personal prayer.  
 
After that the following comment is read, shared among 
those present, perhaps a paragraph at a time:  
 
Jesus tells a great crowd the Parable — that we all know 
well — of the Sower, who casts seeds over four different 
types of ground. The Word of God, symbolized by the 
seeds, is not an abstract Word, but rather Christ himself, 
the Word of the Father who became flesh in Mary's 
womb. Embracing the Word of God therefore, means 
embracing the person of himself.  
 
There are several different ways to receive the Word of 
God. We may do so first like a path, where birds 
immediately come and eat the seeds. This refers to 
distraction, a great danger of our time. Beset by lots of 
small talk, by many ideologies, by continuous 
opportunities for distraction inside and outside the home, 
we can lose our zest for silence, for reflection, for dialogue 
with the Lord. This can risk the loss of our faith, not 
receiving the Word of God, because we are distracted by 
everything, by worldly things.  
 
A second possibility is that we may receive the Word of 
God on rocky ground, with little soil. There the seeds 
spring up quickly, but they also soon wither away, 
because they are unable to sink deep roots. This is the 
image of those who receive the Word of God with only 
passing enthusiasm: it remains superficial; it does not 
assimilate the Word of God. Because of that, at the first 
sign of difficulty that feeble faith dissolves, as the seed that 
falls among the rocks withers.  
 
Thirdly, we can also receive the Word of God like ground 
where thorn bushes grow. The thorns are the illusions 
caused by wealth, success and other worldly concerns. In 
this case, the Word grows a little but soon gets choked: it is 
not strong, and it dies or does not bear fruit. 
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Lastly, we may receive the Word as if in good soil. Here, 
and here alone does the seed take deep root and bear fruit. 
The seed fallen upon this fertile soil represents those who 
hear the Word, embrace it, safeguard it in their heart and 
put it into practice in everyday life.  
 
This Parable of the Sower is the ‘mother’ of all parables, 
because it speaks about listening to the Word. It reminds 
us that the Word of God is a seed which in itself is fruitful 
and effective; and God scatters it everywhere, not worried 
about wasting it. Such is the generous heart of God! Each 
one of us is ground on which the seed of the Word falls; no 
one is excluded! The Word is given to each one of us.  
 
We can ask ourselves: what type of ground am I? Do I 
resemble the path, the rocky ground, the thorn bush? If we 
want, with the grace of God, we can become good soil, 
ploughed and carefully cultivated, to help ripen the seed of 
the Word. It is already present in our heart, but making it 
fruitful depends on us; it depends on how much we want 
to embrace the seed of the Word.  
 
We can so easily be distracted by too many interests, by 
too many enticements. This makes it difficult to distinguish 
the voice and Word of the Lord from the many voices and 
words we hear. Only those of the Lord make us free. This 
is why it is important to get used to listening to the Word 
of God, to reading it.  
 
Pope Francis gives is the advice always to keep handy a 
pocket edition of the Gospel with you and read a short 
passage every day. This way you become used to reading 
the Word of God, understanding well the seed that God 
offers you, and reflecting: with what kind of soil am I 
receiving it?  

 
May the Virgin Mary, perfect model of good and fertile 
soil, help us, with her prayer, to become willing soil without 
thorns or rocks, so that we may bear good fruit for 
ourselves and for our brothers and sisters. 
 
After the comment, everyone recites the Lord’s prayer 
together: Our Father... 
 
At the end of the prayer, the person who lit the candle takes 
the Bible and makes the sign of the cross, blessing the 
whole family with the Holy Scripture. As the candle is 
extinguished, someone says: Stay with us, Lord, now and 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Logo for Word of God Sunday 
 
The Logo is inspired by the scene of the two disciples of 
who were on their way to Emmaus after the events of the 
Passion in Jerusalem. Jesus comes and walks alongside 
them and enters into conversation with them explaining 
the Scriptures about himself. 
 

 
 
 

Their “hearts burn within them” as he does so. When we 
read and meditate upon the Scriptures, Jesus comes along 
side us, whether we are alone or with others, and leads our 
hearts to understand them, setting them on fire with his 
love, opening our minds to wider horizons. He shares with 
us his own person, his own truth, his own outlook, his own 
love. 

“Two of them were going to a village called Emmaus” (Lk 
24:13). In the two disciples, Luke captures the face of all 
believers. Attention to the mutuality between masculine and 
feminine, which is found throughout the writings of Luke, 
has led some exegetes to see them as a couple, identifying 
the anonymous disciple as the wife of Cleopas.  

With discretion, Jesus places himself on our path, “puts 
himself in the middle”, living our history, our questions. He 
questions and listens to those who keep it in the silence of 
their hearts: “Jesus himself came near and went with 
them” (Lk 24:16).  

As the sun sets, another light warms the hearts of the 
disciples: the light of the Word. In the Eucharistic act there is 
full communion with the Master: “Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him” (Lk 24:31).  

Pointed to by the Risen One, the star is the sign of 
Evangelization: “Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how he had been made known to them in 
the breaking of the bread” (Lk 24:35).  

The scroll points to the dialogue between the Old and New 
Testaments in which the mystery of salvation is revealed. 
“Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures” (Lk 24:27).  

The feet of the Risen One share the steps of man and 
enlighten them with the power of his Word; he knows how 
to point them in the right direction because “Your word 
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps 119:105). 
For this, “that same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem” (Lk 24: 33).  
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Weak and insecure like all human certainties, the walking 
stick expresses the frailness of the disciples who “stood still, 
looking sad” (Lk 24:17). The Risen One gives them 
strength with the Word “sharper than any two-edged 
sword... able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart” (Heb 4:12).  

Praying with the Word of God 

“Lord, teach us to pray!”(cf. Lk 11:1) Today more than 
ever, the desire to learn to pray is felt in the hearts of 
believers. Over the centuries, the great masters of Eastern 
and Western spirituality have identified methods and 
given advice, defining more or less effective techniques for 
learning the art of prayer.  

The noun “precarius” (poor, precarious), from which the 
verb “to pray" derives prepares us to understand an 
essential point from which to start, that is, the poverty of 
human nature. Prayer arises from a desire to fill a need 
which one lacks and which can only be had by asking.  

The plea of the disciples on the importance of learning 
how to pray translates, in this sense, into the need of every 
person to bridge the separation with God by allowing Him 
to enter one’s own heart. While invisible and apparently 
silent, God manifests himself in the dialogue that unfolds 
in the heart of each person ("cor ad cor loquitur"). A 
dialogue, which during many times of "pious prayer", risks 
turning into a monologue in which one vents one’s most 
diverse desires, relegating the divine partner to be forced 
to listen in silence. The echo of our ego, which we hear in 
our petitions, is the clear sign of divine silence.  

Preceded and accompanied by God's action, the way to 
get back on track is listening to his Word. When asked 
whether it is possible to pray with the Word of God, we 
respond very clearly: it is the source of prayer. The first 
place of speaking belongs to God, which is followed by 
man listening, since "faith comes from what is heard, and 
what is heard comes through the word of Christ" (cf. Rom 
10:17).  

A Jewish story helps shed light on the importance of the 
Word in the context of prayer. An elderly rabbi, a teacher 
of prayer, Rabbi Shlomo, was questioned by one of his 
disciples: “Master, why did God not listen to my requests? 
I talked to him for a long time and for hours I insisted on 
my needs”. The rabbi answered immediately: "Because 
you did not allow him to speak".  

The Word of God is the beginning of the history of 
salvation which He accomplishes with us and which 
illuminates the steps of human life. Learning to pray with 
the Divine Word means identifying deeply with the 
mystery of God, who illuminates and reveals the mystery 
of man. Following the divine footprints that we discover 
in his Word, which we have received, meditated and 
savoured during personal prayer, introduces us to living 

into the wisdom-filled dynamic of walking along guided 
by a consoling presence that reveals the beauty and 
goodness of the believer’s life.  

The Divine Word creates the foundation that supports the 
house of prayer, in which God is welcomed and the 
memorial of salvation is celebrated. It is astonishing to 
reflect on the methodology of Jesus’ “calling” which is 
echoed in many passages of the Gospel. The 
extraordinary nature is understood in the essential 
relational dynamic established between the Master and 
his listeners. The episode of Zacchaeus is an example of 
this. The effect of the conversion occurs in the simple, 
essential, extraordinarily profound gesture of calling him 
by name. A man of a thousand labels is remembered by 
God by his real name. This simple episode is transformed 
into a celebration of salvation.  

Prayer is essentially a desire to be loved, remembered and 
called by God. The reading of the sacred texts suggests the 
words that can become a response to the divine call in the 
heart of man. It is in this prayerful dimension that we can 
interpret the episode of Jesus' visit to the house of Bethany. 
The two sisters of Lazarus, Martha and Mary, reflect two 
examples of attitudes for the spiritual life. The first, 
breathless after having carried out a thousand tasks, 
prepares her heart to welcome the Divine Master with the 
insipid certainty of those who try to make room for God 
with a heart that is already occupied. The second is the 
prototype of the believer who lets herself be enveloped and 
welcomed by the divine mystery, discovering in it the 
character of her being. “The better par”" thus becomes 
the necessary condition for living a prayer of effective 
dialogue between man and God.  

The Word also arouses the desire to pray for others who 
share our human condition. This task is directly measured 
by personal progress in the journey of faith in response to 
the question “can a blind person guide a blind person?” 
(cf. Lk 6:39). The book of Psalms is a significant example 
that we find in the Bible. It is a book of prayer in which 
human words, inspired by the Holy Spirit, become the 
Word of God. It is possible to pray with the Word and it 
is also possible that the Word becomes prayer through the 
poverty of our hearts enriched by the presence of God. 
The prayer of the Word and the prayed Word create the 
necessary conditions in which to grasp and feel the real 
presence of God.  

The Church that proclaims, guards and transmits the 
Divine Word is to be considered the school of prayer 
where one can learn to pray. It is necessary to have valid 
teachers of prayer in the Church who guide persons along 
a path of progressively learning the art of how to pray. 
One learns that the Word of God is the main reference 
and the source from which to draw the pure, crystalline 
water of Divine Wisdom. For all this to happen, however, 
it is necessary to pray, and pray well, not with words, but 
with the Word!  


