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declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are 
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 
So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those 
who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, 
as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight 
way for the Lord.’ Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and 
they put this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are 
not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I 
baptise with water; but there stands among you – unknown to you – the 
one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ 
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was 
baptising. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The two comings of Christ 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

 
For he assumed at his first coming 

the lowliness of human flesh, 
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago, 
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, 
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty 

and all is at last made manifest, 
we who watch for that day 

may inherit the great promise 
in which now we dare to hope…. 

 
Communion Antiphon 

 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 

Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

 
SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR, MILLPORT 
_______________________ 
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Readings 

 

 
 
 

“A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 

He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, 

only a witness to speak for the light.” 
 

(John 1:6-8) 
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ONE SPIRIT, TWO MEN … FOR NOW 
 
The prophet Elijah was sent by God to the people of Israel at a time when they had 
fallen very seriously into the sin of idolatry. The temptation of idolatry has always been 
around and will probably always be around. At its core, idolatry is the rejection of the 
true God for man-made alternatives. In the past it may have been sticks and stones, the 
sun and moon, or creatures from the animal world. But whatever shape the idolatry 
took, it boiled down to human pride dethroning the true God and replacing Him with 
man’s own ideas. Idolatry is about the self, reducing everything and everyone to my own 
views, tastes, preferences, fears, outlook. 
 
The spirit given to Elijah was to inspire him to “draw people’s hearts back” to the One 
God, the true and living God. It was to draw them away from false gods and from the 
self-destruction they inevitably, and eventually, bring. It was a mission of salvation, of 
liberation, of redemption, of buying back the heart of man to find life in the living God. 
Elijah was a formidable man. Strong in stature, uncompromising and penetrating in 
his words. He slaughtered all the false prophets of the idols after a remarkable display 
of his God-given power to call down fire from heaven. No false prophet was to be left 
alive lest the people started listening to him again and so fall away from the living God. 
 
But Elijah was really only a forerunner of the Baptist. The spirit of Elijah was in the 
Baptist in a far more radical and fuller way since he was to point out the presence of 
the living God in the person of Jesus. The Baptist’s forthright preaching, his austere 
lifestyle, his call to a baptism of repentance, away from the idolatry of sin, to prepare 
the way of the Lord: all of these were aimed at preparing people for what the Baptist 
believed was the end of time, the glorious appearance of the Messiah who would baptize 
with fire and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Will there be a third Elijah, or a second Baptist? Every era would seem to need one, 
since idolatry is like an endemic cancer in the heart of man. The sophisticated forms of 
idolatry around today, outside and within the Church, beg for another Elijah. Woe to 
us if we engage in accomodationism, that is, in the suicidal attempt to mould the true 
faith in the living God to the man-made dogmas of our time. May the Lord raise up in 
our time men and women with the spirit of Elijah and of the Baptist, with their clarity, 
strength and intrepid denunciation of all idolatry, to turn hearts back to the true and 
living God and prepare us for his coming at the end of our lives and at the end of time. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading                     Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 
 
 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 
for the Lord has anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 
to bind up hearts that are broken; 
 
to proclaim liberty to captives, 
freedom to those in prison; 
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. 
 
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 
my soul rejoices in my God, 
for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation, 
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, 
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 
like a bride adorned in her jewels. 
 
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, 
as a garden makes seeds spring up, 
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise 
spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm, Luke 1:46-50,53-54 
 
The Magnificat of Our Lady (Sung) 
 
Gospel                                                                        John 1:6-8,19-28 

 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as 
a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through 
him. He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. This is 
how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he 


