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And so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea 
and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a 
garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the 
course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who 
is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the 
strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The two comings of Christ 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

 
For he assumed at his first coming 

the lowliness of human flesh, 
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago, 
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, 
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty 

and all is at last made manifest, 
we who watch for that day 

may inherit the great promise 
in which now we dare to hope…. 

 
Communion Antiphon 

 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 

and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Readings 
 

 
 
 

“I have baptised you with water, 
but he will baptise you  
with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
(Mark 1:8) 
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VOICES 
 
During Advent, a lot of voices are mentioned in the Scripture readings and hymns: 
“Hark! The herald voice is sounding!”; “the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
‘prepare ye the way of the Lord’”; “I will hear what the Lord has to say, a voice that 
speaks of peace”; etc.. 
 
The thing about a voice is that without breath and meaning, it is just an organ of the 
body. But once it is combined with breath and meaning, it can command nations, reveal 
sublime truths, incite terror, trick into sin, communicate love, sing the praises of God. 
 
In today’s readings for the Mass, there are two voices mentioned. In the psalm, there is 
the “voice which speaks of peace”, the Lord’s voice. In the Gospel, there is the voice 
which cries “prepare the way of the Lord” and “repent.” These two voices are in fact 
one. John does not speak of himself, but is sent by the Lord. The Lord’s message of 
peace only will be heard if we prepare our hearts for Him by repenting of our sins. Peace 
is the fruit of repentance. 
 
Many want to hear the voice of peace, but not the voice of repentance. In that case, 
however, the peace would be fake. We want peace without repentance. Other voices 
around today proclaim peace to everyone as they proclaim that there is no sin and hence 
no need for repentance. These are the voices which echo the seductive voice of the tempter 
in Eden. And seductive they are! They sound so easy, so reasonable, so sweet, so 
appealing to the selfish self. They promise a God-less peace, without the bother of 
repentance, the embarrassment of confession, the humiliation of having to depend on 
God. They want the voice of God to fall silent, to be dumb. 
 
These voices are particularly active and loud during seasons like Lent and Advent, 
because they know that the divine voice of peace is all the stronger, all the more persuasive 
and all the more urgent in calling us to repentance at these times. They can easily drown 
out the voice of the Baptist and of the Lord of the Baptist. 
 
But we must listen to the voice of God. He speaks deeply within and to our conscience. 
He accuses us, yes, of our sins in that inner sanctuary, but only so that we would lift 
our voices in confession and repentance and so hear in response His voice of peace. So, 
listen for His voice. Heed no other. Fine tune your spiritual ears to the Voice of God. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading                       Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 
 
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her 
that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.’ 
 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low. 
Let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
 
Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ 
 
Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast  
and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 84(85):9-14 
 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 
 
Gospel                                                                                  Mark 1:1-8 
 
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It 
is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger before you; he will prepare your way. A voice cries in the 
wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 


