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Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
7/12: St. Ambrose, Bishop & 
Doctor (d. 397) 

Advent, Week 2 
Liturgical colour: white 

8/12: Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: blue 

9/12: Requiem Mass for 
Miss Sheila McDonald 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: purple 

10/12: Ferial Advent, Week 2 
Liturgical colour: purple 

11/12: Ferial Advent, Week 2 
Liturgical colour: purple 

12/12: Our Lady of Guadalupe Proper 
Liturgical colour: blue 

13/12: Third Sunday of 
Advent: “Gaudete” 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: rose 

MASS INTENTIONS 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 

Sat 5 Dec, 6pm Anne Kane, SI 
Sun 6 Dec, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 6 Dec, 12.15pm Michael Conway, RD 
Mon 7 Dec, 10am Christine Kelly, D 
Tues 8 Dec, 10am Theresa Bayin, D 
Wed 9 Dec, 11am Sheila McDonald, RIP 
Thurs 10 Dec, 10am  Mary Gann, D 
Fri 11 Dec, 10am Daniel & Dan. McLaughlin, A 
Sat 12 Dec, 6pm Special Intention 
Sun 13 Dec, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 13 Dec, 12.15pm Mgr. Charles Hendry, D 

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 
SI = Special Intention 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Lizzie 
Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine 
McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez Fernández, 
Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, 
Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy Galbraith, Donal 

Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, 
Richard Dorman, Eileen Walker, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie Snr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown, 
Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, Peter 
Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni Caughey, Richard Dawson, 
Susan Rose, Slawek Gawlik, Graham Johnston, Mary 
Boyce. Recently Deceased: Sheila McDonald, George 
McGeehan, Angusina Gillies, John Hynes. Anniversary 
of Death: Mary McFadden, Phyllis Rutherford, Elsie 
Jackson. 

NOTICES 
 

MISS SHEILA McDONALD, RIP (Largs): The 
Requiem Mass will take place on Wednesday, 9th 
December, at 11am; thence to the Clyde Crematorium. 

 
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: 1) Millport. Christmas 

Eve, 4.30pm. 2) Largs. Christmas Eve, 7.30pm. 
Christmas Day: 10am & 12 Noon. An 8am Mass on 
Christmas Day will also be celebrated if the number of 
those who book for it is 12 or over. 

          I know that most will prefer the Vigil Mass, but we 
are limited to the numbers allowed by the government. 
I therefore urge parishioners to make the effort this year 
to attend one of the other Masses if the Vigil is full. 
       Booking for Christmas Masses (4.30pm; 8am, 10am 
& 12 Noon) will take place as follows: Wednesday 9th, 
Thursday 10th, Friday 11th and Wednesday 16th, 
Thursday 17th and Friday 18th December. Booking 
hours: Wednesdays, 6-8pm; Thurs. & Fridays, 6-7pm. 
     Priority must go to our own parishioners. If any places are 
left, they will be allotted on a first come first serve basis.  
      Family groups will be limited to five members per 
family in order to conserve safe distancing. 

         Current Covid restrictions for gatherings in 
churches must remain in place, until and unless the 
Government states otherwise which is, sadly, very 
unlikely. For both parish churches, therefore, there can 
be no more than 50 people at each Mass, masks must be 
worn, 2 metre social distancing observed and hand 
sanitisation done on entering and leaving the premises.  
      I truly regret that we have to observe all these 
measures, especially at Christmas, but we must at all 
costs avoid as much as possible the risk of infection, both 
out of respect for people’s lives and to ensure that we 
don’t get “closed down” again altogether. 
     

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this wonderful sacrament, please phone 
or email me and we can set up a time and place to 
celebrate the sacrament in a “safe” manner. 

 
VIRTUAL PENANCE SERVICE: On Tuesday, 15th 

December at 7pm, I will live-stream a “virtual” 
Penance Service. Since we cannot have the usual 
Penance Service with sacramental confession and with 
several priests in attendance, I would like to offer you 
this alternative. After a hymn and some readings, I will 
offer you an examination of conscience to help you bring 
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to the surface your sins and bring them before the Lord 
and “confess” them to Him in silence. I will then say on 
behalf of everyone an Act of Contrition and suggest 
some penances for you to choose from. The Blessed 
Sacrament will be exposed throughout. Sacramental 
absolution of yours sins cannot, of course, be given 
virtually, but if you become conscious of any serious sin, 
I would invite you to phone me and make a private 
appointment to receive the sacrament itself. I will 
welcome you with open heart. Don’t forget that Advent 
is a penitential season and an ideal time to reconcile with 
the Lord, with others and with yourself in preparation 
for Christmas. 

 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: Monday is 

the Memorial of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan towards 
the end of the 4th century, a man of huge courage, deep 
devotion and sharp intelligence. On Tuesday we 
commemorate the wonderful Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, celebrating Our Lady’s 
preservation from original sin by virtue of the 
Redeeming Sacrifice of her Son. On Wednesday, we bid 
au revoir to Sheila McDonald, a faithful daughter of the 
parish and exemplary citizen of Largs. The rest of the 
week, Masses will be ferial Masses of Advent. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-

streamed) with a sermon. Ecumenical prayer at 7pm. 
 
THURSDAY AGAPE, 10th December, 6.30-8pm: 

Advent is an ideal occasion to get involved with our 
Thursday Agape. Interrupt your evening for even a few 
minutes to declare your own agape for Jesus. 

 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to 

the covid-19 pandemic. 
 

PRAYERLINE: For prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 

MARY’S MEALS: We are delighted to share with you a 
new opportunity to say yes and provide hope to 43,000 
children in Bong County, Liberia. From 2nd November 
until 31st January 2021, any donations made to 
the Double the Love campaign will be matched by UK 
government, up to £2 million. Each little act of love will 
be doubled to support families in Liberia and the hope 
of a better future for their children. You can get involved 
by setting a place at out Big Family Christmas dinner 
table (https://bigfamilychristmas.marysmeals.org.uk/ 
big-family-christmas-table) You can also buy our 
Christmas gift cards on our website. More information 
on how to support us can be found 
at www.marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove. Thank you. 

 
CHRISTMAS CARDS (Largs): Religious-themed 

Christmas Cards are available in the parish hall after 
both Masses this coming Sunday, 5-6 December. Strict 
Covid safety measures will be in place. 

 

BOYS’ BRIGADE CHRISTMAS POST (Largs): Cards 
for Largs addresses only can be placed in the designated 
box as you leave the church, along with a suggested 
donation of 25p. The box will not be available after this 
weekend, 5-6 Dec. Alternatively, there is a post-box in 
the entrance foyer of Morrison’s. 

SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE 
NUMBERS: For direct access to our Parish 
Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon 
Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 
07852 753874. 

SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct 
all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 

BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
AN ADVENT MEDITATION 

 
Mary of Nazareth was surprised by joy. Of all women, 
she was chosen to be the mother of the Son of God. 
Joseph of Nazareth was also surprised – but not at first 
by joy! Only after an angel explained things to him, then 
the disappointing became the enthralling. Of all men, he 
was chosen to be the earthly father of the Son of God. 
 
Advent for us lasts about one month. Advent for Mary 
and Joseph lasted nine months. Mary would live it more 
intensely, more “from the inside”: she would detect the 
signs of Jesus in her own body. Joseph would eventually 
notice the child’s presence in his wife. His sense of 
wonder and expectation must have been hard to 
contain. Both of them would be doing all sorts of things 
to get their home ready for the child. Joseph will have 
used all his skill as a carpenter; Mary would be thinking 
of clothes, cradle and diet, chatting with her mother and 
remembering what she learned from her visit to 
Elizabeth. 
 
Mary would have pondered in her heart, over and over, 
the words of Gabriel. She will have shared them with 
Joseph – how proud must he have been to hear that this 
child would inherit the throne of his ancestor, David, 
and for ever! They will have shared their thoughts and 
hopes and dreams for the child long into the night, on 
many a night. How their hearing of the prophecies from 
Scripture proclaimed at the Nazareth synagogue will 
have been affected by the tremendous secret they knew! 
 
Each of them will also have had many occasions to 
ponder in silence and to grow gradually in the realisation 
of the immensity of what had been entrusted to them. 
Surges of joy will perhaps have been mingled with surges 
of uncertainty. But one thing was certain. This child was 
no myth. He was here and they would soon see his face 
and hold him in their arms and be filled with the delight 
of any young parent as they hug and kiss their bundle of 
joy. “What will this child turn out to be?”, many asked. 
What, who, has He turned out to be for you? 

Fr. Peter 


