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THURSDAY AGAPE 
 

EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 
THURSDAY, WEEK 1  

St. Francis Xavier 
 
Introduction (All stand) 
 
Priest: O God, come to our aid. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn 
 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Come then and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 
Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
And furnished for so great a guest! 
Yea, let us each his heart prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 
 

Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore, 
And make us rise to fall no more; 
Once more upon thy people shine, 
And fill the world with love divine. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whose Advent sets thy people free, 
Whom, with the Father, we adore, 
And Holy Ghost, for evermore.

Psalms and Canticle (All sit) 

Psalm 29 (30) 
Thanksgiving for rescue from death 

“Christ gives thanks to his Father after his glorious resurrection” 
(Cassian). 

Priest: Lord, I cried to you for help and you have healed me: I will thank you for ever. 
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Men: I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me 
  and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 
 
Women: O Lord, I cried to you for help 
  and you, my God, have healed me. 
O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead, 
  restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. 
 
Men: Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him, 
  give thanks to his holy name. 
His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life. 
  At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn. 
 
Women: I said to myself in my good fortune: 
  ‘Nothing will ever disturb me.’ 
Your favour had set me on a mountain fastness, 
  then you hid your face and I was put to confusion. 
 
Men: To you, Lord, I cried, 
  to my God I made appeal: 
‘What profit would my death be, my going to the grave? 
  Can dust give you praise or proclaim your truth?’ 
 
Women: The Lord listened and had pity. 
  The Lord came to my help. 
For me you have changed my mourning into dancing, 
  you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
So my soul sings psalms to you unceasingly. 
  O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. 
 
Men: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Women: as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
All: Lord, I cried to you for help and you have healed me: I will thank you for ever. 
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Psalm 31 (32) 
The joy of the forgiven 

“David says that a man is blessed if God considers him righteous, 
irrespective of good deeds” (Rom 4:6). 

Priest: Happy the man to whom the Lord imputes no guilt. 
 
Women: Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 
  whose sin is remitted. 
O happy the man to whom the Lord 
  imputes no guilt, 
  in whose spirit is no guile. 
 
Men: I kept it secret and my frame was wasted. 
  I groaned all day long, 
for night and day your hand 
  was heavy upon me. 
Indeed my strength was dried up 
  as by the summer’s heat. 
 
Women: But now I have acknowledged my sins; 
  my guilt I did not hide. 
I said: ‘I will confess 
  my offence to the Lord.’ 
And you, Lord, have forgiven 
  the guilt of my sin. 
 
Men: So let every good man pray to you 
  in the time of need. 
The floods of water may reach high 
  but him they shall not reach. 
You are my hiding place, O Lord; 
  you save me from distress. 
  You surround me with cries of deliverance. 
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Women: I will instruct you and teach you 
  the way you should go; 
I will give you counsel 
  with my eye upon you. 
 
Men: Be not like horse and mule, unintelligent, 
  needing bridle and bit, 
else they will not approach you. 
  Many sorrows has the wicked 
but he who trusts in the Lord, 
  loving mercy surrounds him. 
 
Women: Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 
  exult, you just! 
O come, ring out your joy, 
  all you upright of heart. 
 
Men: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Women: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
All: Happy the man to whom the Lord imputes no guilt. 
 
Canticle                    Apocalypse 11 

The Judgement 

Priest: The Lord has given him power and honour and empire, and all peoples will 
serve him. 
 
Women: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
  who are and who were, 
that you have taken your great power 
  and begun to reign. 
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Men: The nations raged, 
  but your wrath came, 
and the time for the dead to be judged, 
  for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, 
and those who fear your name, 
  both small and great. 
 
Women: Now the salvation and the power 
  and the kingdom of our God 
  and the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, 
  who accuses them day and night before our God. 
 
Men: And they have conquered him 
  by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, 
  for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
Rejoice, then, O heaven, 
  and you that dwell therein. 
 
Women: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Men: as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and ever shall be, 
  world without end. Amen. 
 
All: The Lord has given him power and honour and empire, and all peoples will serve 
him. 
Short Reading                         1 Peter 5:1-4 
 
Now I have something to tell your elders: I am an elder myself, and a 
witness to the sufferings of Christ, and with you I have a share in the glory 
that is to be revealed. Be the shepherds of the flock of God that is entrusted 
to you: watch over it, not simply as a duty but gladly, because God wants 
it; not for sordid money, but because you are eager to do it. Never be a 
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dictator over any group that is put in your charge, but be an example that 
the whole flock can follow. When the chief shepherd appears, you will be 
given the crown of unfading glory. 

 

Short Responsory 
 
Priest: This is a man who loves his brothers and intercedes for the people. 
All: This is a man who loves his brothers and intercedes for the people. 
Priest: He laid down his life for his brothers. 
All: This is a man who loves his brothers and intercedes for the people. 
Priest: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: This is a man who loves his brothers and intercedes for the people. 

 
Canticle  (All stand)            Magnificat 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

Priest: I made myself all things to all men in order to save them all. 
 
Women: My soul glorifies the Lord, 
  my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
  henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
 
Men: The Almighty works marvels for me. 
  Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
  on those who fear him. 
 
Women: He puts forth his arm in strength 
  and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
  and raises the lowly. 
 
Men: He fills the starving with good things, 
  sends the rich away empty. 
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Women: He protects Israel, his servant, 
  remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 
Men: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
Women: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
All: I made myself all things to all men in order to save them all. 

_____ 
Prayers and intercessions 
 
Priest: Let us pray to Christ, the high priest, who was appointed to 
represent men in their relations with God. 
All: Lord, save your people. 
 
Priest: Lord Jesus, in times past you have lighted the way for your people 
through wise and holy leaders; may Christians always enjoy this sign of 
your loving kindness. 
All: Lord, save your people. 
 
Priest: You forgave the sins of your people when holy pastors prayed; 
continually cleanse your Church through their powerful intercession. 
All: Lord, save your people. 
 
Priest: In the presence of their brothers, you anointed your holy ones and 
poured on them your Spirit; fill with your Holy Spirit all the leaders of 
your people. 
All: Lord, save your people. 
 
Priest: Nothing could ever separate the holy pastors from your love; do not 
lose even one of those whom you redeemed by your passion. 
All: Lord, save your people. 
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Priest: Through the pastors of your Church you give your sheep eternal 
life, and no one can steal them from you; save the faithful departed, for 
whom you laid down your life. 
All: Lord, save your people. 
 
Our Father 

___ 
Priest: Lord God, you won so many peoples to yourself by the preaching 
of Saint Francis Xavier. Give us the same zeal that he had for the faith, 
and let your Church rejoice and see the virtue and number of her children 
increase throughout the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever. All: Amen. 

 
Priest: The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. All: Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings for Silent Meditation 
 
1. “Happy the man whose offence is forgiven whose sin is remitted.” 
 
Think of a time when you experienced deep forgiveness, how you felt and why. 
 
2. “I kept it secret and my frame was wasted. I groaned all day long.” 
 
Consider the effects of guilt upon you. Compare it with the effects of forgiveness. 
 
3. “I said: ‘I will confess my offence to the Lord.’ And you, Lord, have 

forgiven the guilt of my sin.” 
 
Release from guilt beckons the release of the sin in words to the One who forgives. In 
relation to sin consider these words: repression, depression, expression, confession. 
 
4. “Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just!” 
 
Confessing to the Lord leads to rejoicing in the Lord. Guilt leads only to sadness in self. 


