
33rd Ordinary Sunday (A), 15.11.20: “I love you, Jesus, my love above all things …” 

o BUT, whose love then is that? 
§ “I” love you .. “my” love … “love” you 

always? 
§ In the end, there is only the love of God: He 

gives my I the capacity to love with his love 
§ So, yes, “I” love, but the love is His. No better 

way to love your loved ones. 
o Key is the “always”: eternal, divine love. It can only 

be “granted” 
 
Thursday Agape. Stir the eternal love of God in us, for God 
and for one another. Thursday Agape is fulfilled in the 
Sunday Agape, itself  the pledge of Heavenly Agape. 
 
A parish will be as successful as it is immersed in Agape, 
drawn from the Altar and streaming out through us into the 
community in which God has placed us for his own kind 
purposes. 
 
Not even sin is an excuse, as Alphonsus shows us, for the 
Crucified draws us inexorably and irresistibly to repentance. 
And repentance reclaims the sinful heart for Agape. 
 
I love you, Jesus …. 
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I love you, Jesus, 
My love above all things. 

 
I repent with my whole heart 

For having offended you. 
 

Never permit me 
To separate myself from you again. 

 
Grant that I may love you always, 
Then do with me what you will. 

 
 
St. Alphonsus Liguori, Stations of the Cross. Act of contrition, 
perfect. 
 
Prayer: 
- Dialogue, I-Thou, six times 
- “Jesus”, not Lord. Intimacy. Peter & Jesus. 
- Yet, implicit recognition of God 

o Above all things 
o Repentance 
o Submission to his will 

- Recognition of self as creature 
 
Chronology: 
- Present: I love, I repent, I pray 
- Past: have offended 
- Future: never permit again; grant always that I love; 

then, do as you will 
 
Totality/integrity 
- All things, whole heart, whatever you will 
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- Never, always 
 
Core truths 
 
- Sin: I have offended you 

o No indication of gravity or frequency 
o Simple, direct, uncomplicated acceptance of guilt 
o As if the details don’t matter: only that I have 

offended You 
o Nature of sin = separate myself from You 

§ It is I who do the damage to myself and Jesus 
§ Law broken, yes, but true import is hurt of 

Jesus and separation which I cause 
§ Separation suggests mortal sin, breaks 

covenant of love from my side 
§ Venial sins also weaken that bond, loosen it, 

detach from Jesus 
§ Offence to Jesus is personal: rejection, 

ingratitude, distrust, jealousy - all things which 
led to the crucifixion 

§ Separation: illusion of absolute autonomy, 
initial thrill deteriorates into misery 

§ Misery can lead to repentance or to hardening 
of heart, repression of misery to fake joy in 
repeated thrills 

- Repentance: I repent with my whole heart 
o From the hole in my heart to the whole of my heart 
o Heart in biblical sense: the root or seat of the I 
o Sin not only separates but in the process fragments 

the I, distorts and disorders it 
§ Fragments because only in Jesus am I integral, 

whole, unified, coherent, consistent: Vine and 
branches 
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§ Distorts because sin makes the I ugly, since its 
beauty hinges on depending on God 

§ Disorders because sin puts us off track; it 
substitutes some mirage of self-sufficiency for 
our constitutional need to accept, with Teresa 
of Avila, that “solo Dios basta” 

o Repentance heals, beautifies and restores order: the 
opposites of sin 
§ Turning around – back on track towards Jesus 
§ Jesus draws and attracts us from his Cross 
§ Cleanses (tears), fills the heart with hope, fills 

the eyes with the light of His face and empties 
them of the darkness of loss in self 

o With my whole heart 
§ Half-hearts are not able to enter the orbit of 

Jesus, who poured out the whole of his heart 
§ Hearts cannot be healed by halves: we can’t 

hold on to 50% 
§ Gradual opening again to Him? Yes, but the 

gradual of the whole! 
§ Whole = lock stock and barrel; root, stem and 

branch; hook, line and sinker 
§ Repentance means the totality of surrender: 

whole heart means Catholic heart 
- Love of Jesus above all things and the desire that HE will 

grant the power to make that love for always 
o Above all and for always is agape love 

§ Unifies with the beloved: let me never be 
separated again from you! 

§ No longer I but Christ lives in me = everything 
lived in union with Him 

§ All things and all people only can be loved 
truly if we love them in Him 


