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a wedding garment?” And the man was silent. Then the king said to the 
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called, 
but few are chosen.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer 

The Paschal Mystery and the People of God 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

 
For through his Paschal Mystery, 

he accomplished the marvellous deed, 
by which he has freed us from the yoke of sin and death, 

summoning us to the glory of being now called 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people for your own possession, 
to proclaim everywhere your mighty works, 

for you have called us out of darkness 
into your own wonderful light….. 

 
 

Communion Antiphon  
(to be recited privately)  

 
When the Lord appears, we shall be like him, 

for we shall see him as he is. 

________ 

 
SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR, MILLPORT 
_______________________ 

 
28th ORDINARY SUNDAY (A) 

10-11 OCTOBER 2020 
 

Readings 
 

 
 
 

“How did you get in here, my friend, 
without a wedding garment?” 

And the man was silent.” 
 
 

(Matthew 22:12) 
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LIBERATION 
 
The word “liberation” suggests freedom from slavery or tyranny or from any form of 
constriction of that most precious quality of humanity, freedom. The problem can be, 
and often is, that what I perceive as freedom can lead me into another form of 
domination. Eve was free to take the forbidden fruit. She exercised that freedom but with 
catastrophic results for herself and the human race. By that act of freedom she incurred 
for herself and for us no end of tyranny, the worst forms of it being sin and death. 
 
So, there is a true or correct way of exercising freedom, of being free, as there is a false 
way of doing so. Human freedom is not absolute, but relative. It is relative to God’s 
freedom. God created us with a freedom that depends on him. We can only exercise 
freedom in a way that fulfils us, and does not enslave us to tyranny, when we choose in 
accordance with the will of God. And here is the paradox: only in obedience to God can 
we be truly free. Only in obedience, therefore, to the truth of God can we know and 
experience freedom as God intended it for us. “If you keep my word, you will learn the 
truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32). 
 
How then do we regain our lost paradise of true freedom? We know that Christ has 
obtained it for us by his death and resurrection, for by these alone are sin and death 
destroyed, and with them all form of human tyranny and slavery. And while we are 
baptised and confirmed Catholics, and do all we can to try and live as God commands, 
nevertheless we experience the pull to tyranny, to sin. Many good people feel humiliated 
and defeated by their own repeated sins, by the engrained habits which they know to be 
wrong but struggle to find liberation from. 
 
Saint Paul, in today’s reading from Philippians, teaches us the royal road for liberation 
from the oppressiveness of habitual sin: “There is nothing I cannot master with the help 
of the One who gives me strength.” Paul encourages us to accept that I can again be 
master of myself, not subjugated to a sin in me. At the same time, my victory is only 
possible with Christ’s help and strength. What Paul actually says in Greek is “for all 
things I have strength in the One strengthening me.” Christ does not give me strength 
from a distance and watch how things play out! No, my strength surges up from Christ 
“in me.” Not only is he in me giving me strength on a one-off basis. No, he is 
strengthening me in an ongoing way, a permanent way. All I need do is stay aware of 
that fact, engage with Him within me, keep my focus and perspective as not being alone 
in my fight against my sin, but being “ongoingly” liberated by Him ever within me. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading       Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 

 
I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I have been through 
my initiation and now I am ready for anything anywhere: full stomach or 
empty stomach, poverty or plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with 
the help of the One who gives me strength. All the same, it was good of 
you to share with me in my hardships. In return my God will fulfil all your 
needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our 
Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 22 (23) 

 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
 
Gospel                                                                       Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders of the people in 
parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave 
a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those who had 
been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent some more servants. 
“Tell those who have been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all 
prepared, my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything 
is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one went 
off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his servants, 
maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious. He despatched 
his troops, destroyed those murderers and burnt their town. Then he said 
to his servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited 
proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite 
everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants went out on to 
the roads and collected together everyone they could find, bad and good 
alike; and the wedding hall was filled with guests. When the king came in 
to look at the guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding 
garment, and said to him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without 


