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Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 
19/10: SS. John de 
Brébeuf & Isaac Jogues, 
priests, & Companions, 
Martyrs (d. 1642-1649) 

Week 29, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

20/10: Evangelization of 
Peoples 

Week 29, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

21/10: Mary, Mother of 
Divine Hope 

Week 29, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: blue 

22/10: St. John Paul II, 
Pope (d. 2005) 

Week 29, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

23/10: St. John of 
Capistrano, Priest (d. 
1456) 

Week 29, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

24/10: St. Antony Mary 
Claret (d. 1870) 

Week 29, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

25/10: 30th Ordinary 
Sunday (A) 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 

Sat 17 Oct, 6pm Special Intention 
Sun 18 Oct, 10am Kenneth McComish, A 
Sun 18 Oct, 12.15pm All Parishioners 
Mon 19 Oct, 10am Special Intention 
Tues 20 Oct, 10am Jim Bonnar, A 
Wed 21 Oct, 10am Margaret Deery, A 
Thurs 22 Oct, 10am  James Murphy, S 
Fri 23 Oct, 10am Liam Leitch, A 
Sat 24 Oct, 6pm Con McGinley, S 
Sun 25 Oct, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 25 Oct, 12.15pm Winifred Gilpin, D 

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 
SI = Special Intention 

 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen 
Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie Snr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown, 
Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, 
Ellen Grant, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Toni 
Caughey, Richard Dawson, Kate Simpson. Recently 
Deceased: Mary Meehan, Kathleen McCarthy. 
Anniversary of Death: Jim Bonnar, Liam Leitch, 
Kenneth McComish, Bob Sutherland, Martha 
MacDonald, Harry Askew.  

 
NOTICES 

 
WE HAVE A BAPTISM! I am delighted to announce 
that we will have the first baptism of the year (in either 
parish) on Saturday 7th November, at 12 Noon, at St. 
Mary’s, Largs. The child is Beatrice Mary Boyce, 
daughter of Laura May & Alan Anthony Boyce. 
Heartfelt congratulations to little Beatrice and to her 
parents, her big sister Bridget Maeve, and to the wider 
family. The parish welcomes Beatrice with great joy! 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this wonderful sacrament, please phone 
or email me and we can set up a time and place to 
celebrate the sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: On 
Monday, we commemorate the martyrdom of seven 
Jesuits who were horribly tortured in the 1640’s by the 
Huron and Iroquois tribes in present-day Canada. Since 
this is Mission Month, the first reading suggests a Mass 
for the Evangelization of Peoples on Tuesday. The 
Gospel for Wednesday is about readiness for Christ’s 
return, so we will ask Our Lady of Divine Hope to help 
us in that. On Thursday, we remember the greatly loved 
Pope, St. John Paul II, and on Friday, we ask the 
intercession of St. John of Capistrano, a Franciscan 
preacher and defender of “Christian Europe” in the 
mid-15th century. Saturday sees the feast of St. Antony 
Mary Claret, Spanish founder of the Claretian 
Missionaries. He spent a few years preaching in Cuba, 
and when I spent a year there, I could see the devotion 
to him. I also stood on a hill near Santiago de Cuba from 
which he is said to have preached! 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with a sermon. Ecumenical prayer at 7pm. 
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GUIDELINES FOR BAPTISMS: I have published 
Baptism Guidelines on the parish website, mainly for the 
use of parents of children who are to be baptised. 
Anyone is welcome to read them. 
 
OCTOBER DEVOTIONS: Live-streamed exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament from 4.30pm on Thursday, 
22nd October. Rosary & Benediction at 6.30pm. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
ROSARY ON THE COAST: Takes place each day of 
October at 8pm in the evening. To join in, you would 
need to go to: https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/ 
 
MISSION SUNDAY: This Sunday, 18th, is Mission 
Sunday. The special collection for this cause will be 
taken up across three Sundays in the month of 
November (1st, 8th, & 15th), since in October I have 
wanted to give priority to the Holy Land collection, 
which is a missionary collection, too. Given the need to 
avoid paper notifications as much as possible, I direct 
parishioners to the “Missio Scotland” website for the 
various information documents produced for this 
Sunday: https://www.missioscotland.com/world-
mission-sunday. You will find there the “World Mission 
Sunday poster”, the “National Director’s Message” and 
a number of other related documents.  
 
NOVEMBER LISTS: As normal, I will offer all Masses 
in November (with the exception of one Sunday Mass 
for All Parishioners) for the faithful departed of 
parishioners. In view of the current situation, it is not 
practical to provide you with lists or envelopes. Instead, 
I would ask parishioners to write down on a piece of 
paper the names you wish recalled and pop it into an 
envelope with any donation you wish to provide. You 
can then either mail it to me, drop it in through the 
letter-box of the parish house (both parishes) or put it 
into the collection basket as you enter the church if you 
are coming to Mass. This year, for hygiene’s sake, I will 
not place the lists on the altar itself, but beside the 
Crucifix. 
 
PRAYERLINE: For prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION, HOLY PLACES: There 
will be a retiring collection for the Holy Places in both 
parishes on these Sundays: 11th, 18th & 25th October. 
 
RIGHTS OF THE LAITY IN THE CHURCH (III) 
 
Let us continue with our look at the rights which the laity 
have in common with all those in religious life and holy 
orders in the Code of Canon Law, or “the Code.” 
 
4] The right of opinion. Canon 212 §3 reads: “According to 
the knowledge, competence, and prestige which they 
possess, [the faithful] have the right and even at times 
the duty to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion 
on matters which pertain to the good of the Church and 
to make their opinion known to the rest of the Christian 
faithful, without prejudice to the integrity of faith and 
morals, with reverence toward their pastors, and 
attentive to common advantage and the dignity of 
persons.” 
 
The right to opinion in the Church is not a “free for all” 
as it might be in “comment” opportunities provided by 
blogs or other web pages. Its exercise must be informed. 
The faithful thus have a right to the information and 
education that will form their minds and consciences in 
the faith. That’s why canon 212 §3 says that the 
expression of opinion is to be “according to the 
knowledge and competence” of the person expressing it. 
We are all too familiar, sadly, with people in public 
giving opinions about matters of which they know or 
understand very little. Opinions, if they are to be taken 
seriously, need to be rational, reasonable. It is not 
reasonable to opine on something you don’t know. An 
opinion will be all the more weighty the more the person 
speaking is competent in the matter under discussion. 
 
The reference to the “prestige” of the person in the 
canon  refers to the authority of the person in the matter 
being discussed and the moral authority they wield 
within the Church community. A doctor is an authority 
on medicine. His prestige comes from his knowledge, 
position and experience. It is recognised by others as 
reliable and trustworthy. Hence, opinions expressed 
about matters of faith, of the Church, etc., will be the 
more reliable the more a person is seen as having 
knowledge and experience in those matters.  
 
Canon 212 §3 then tells us the object of the right of 
opinion: “matters which pertain to the good of the 
Church.” This is a very broad description. It can relate 
to the work of sanctification (the sacraments, prayer and 
worship, etc.), the work of teaching (the Word of God, 
the teaching of the Church, Catholic institutions of 
learning, etc.) and the work of governance (the ministry 
of service or “power” in the Church). But it goes beyond 
that to almost anything related to the life and action of 
the Church (the missions, temporal goods, 
administration of justice, etc.). It is important to 
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understand that the “good of the Church” refers above 
all to the “salvation of souls.” Opinions expressed must 
have that as their main purpose. The thrust of an 
opinion may be critical, of course, but its aim is the good 
of souls. It is thus motivated by charity, not by mere 
protagonism or antagonism. A good opinion will always 
propose positive alternatives for the good of souls and 
not just be an expression of outrage or negativity. 
 
We are then told before whom the expression right of 
opinion can be expressed, i.e. the “sacred pastors” and 
the “rest of the Christian faithful.” Pastors are not 
“sacred” because of their personal merits (which may 
well be none or many), but because of the objective grace 
of the sacrament of holy orders they bear. So, opinions 
can in fact be expressed to everyone in the Church. 
Normally, a constructive opinion seeking to improve the 
good of the Church will be directed principally to the 
pastors, since they have the primary role in serving the 
good of the community. But an opinion can be shared 
with anyone. Perhaps implicit here is that, should the 
“sacred pastors” not even want to hear the opinion, then 
informing others will lead them, too, to share the 
opinion and perhaps express it again with more 
persuasiveness to the pastors. This is not a question of 
group pressure. Any opinion given should be something 
aimed solely at the good of the Church. Rather it is a call 
from a broader base to ask the pastors to consider the 
opinions expressed more fully. 
 
The norm we are considering then places three conditions 
on the way in which opinions may be expressed in the 
Church (always for the good of the Church). The first 
condition is “without prejudice to the integrity of faith and 
morals.” This twin subject matter of “faith and morals” 
is very ancient in Catholic tradition. The Church’s 
teaching authority (which we also call the 
“magisterium”) teaches us what is necessary for our 
salvation in terms of what is to be believed as revealed 
by God (faith) and how we are to behave morally in 
accordance with that faith (morals). Human beings have 
an in-built awareness of right and wrong in fundamental 
things like killing, stealing, sexual irresponsibility. That 
in-built awareness is called the “natural moral law”, in 
the sense that we intuit that it is not in keeping with our 
dignity, our human nature, to behave in certain ways. 
The Church has the authority from the Lord to say what 
is or is not morally acceptable in terms of our salvation. 
 
Many people today have little problem with matters of 
faith (though that, too is changing, sadly), but do not 
accept the Church’s teaching authority in matters of 
morality. Even if it is not accepted by an overwhelming 
majority of people, the Church still has the authority 
from Christ himself to teach the moral law of God. No 
matter how many opinions may be expressed about it, 
there can in fact be no free opinion about matters of faith 
and morals taught by the magisterium. The truth of 
salvation is a matter of faith to be believed, not of 

opinion. There is therefore a limit to the right of opinion, 
the limit of faith and the danger of causing scandal (i.e. 
weakening or destroying of someone’s faith). 
 
Some will point to slavery as proof that the Church can 
get her moral teaching wrong. In fact, the Church has 
never taught that slavery was acceptable. On the 
contrary, there are numerous statements of the 
magisterium to the contrary, especially at the time when 
the slave trade erupted with the discovery of the 
Americas. However, and reprehensibly, many 
Catholics, including priests, bishops and several Popes, 
did have slaves in open contradiction to the Church’s 
own teaching. It is a terrible example of hypocrisy, but 
it does not invalidate the teaching being contradicted. 
Today, there are many who act in a way that is contrary 
to the teaching of the magisterium, especially in moral 
matters. They not only act contrary to it but also justify 
it, which is even more serious. Still, none of this 
invalidates the teaching given for our salvation since it 
comes, not from mere men, but from the Spirit of Christ. 
 
Returning to the matter of the “integrity of faith and 
morals”, the expression of the right of opinion is not 
legitimate if it seeks to undermine that integrity. Many 
theologians have used their freedom of expression to 
question, challenge, clarify and deepen the teaching of 
the Church. This is both welcome and necessary since it 
helps everyone understand things more deeply. But if a 
theologian knowingly, persistently and openly asserts 
something contrary to the teaching of the Church about 
faith and morals which is necessary for salvation, then 
that is not a legitimate expression of the right of opinion. 
In the name of freedom of expression, the freedom of 
salvation is being put at risk. 
 
The second condition is “with reverence towards their 
pastors.” The reverence here is not for the men as men, 
but for the office and charism of teaching, sanctifying 
and leading which the bishops, in particular, have 
received from Christ. This condition is trying to remind 
us that we stand in a relationship of sacramental 
communion and charity with one another, each with our 
own particular gifts as given by the Spirit.  
 
The third condition reads: “and attentive to common 
advantage and to the dignity of persons.” This condition 
supplements the previous one insofar as those expressing 
opinions should respect also the dignity of everyone else, 
and not just that of the pastors. Opinions can sometimes 
be expressed with negative sentiments, becoming 
“personal” in the pejorative sense of the term. This can 
risk offending others and slighting their dignity. Clearly, 
this is to be avoided. Opinions are more easily welcomed 
when expressed with due respect for others’ dignity. 
Similarly, opinions should aim for the common 
advantage (a reflection of the salvation of souls) and not 
seek an imagined partial or factional advantage which is 
inimical to the very nature of the Church.          - Fr. Peter
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
Hello, Children! Today is Mission Sunday. 
It’s a day to think and pray about how to get 
the message of Jesus, the Gospel, to 
everyone in the world. It doesn’t matter 
what colour of skin they have or what 
language they speak. Everyone on the earth 
has been created by God. He loves us ALL! 
 
That’s why God the Father wants everyone 
to know about Jesus. Jesus, you see, saves 
the whole world from bad things. He even 
saves us from death. One day, everyone who 
has ever lived on the earth will all be 
brought back to life by Jesus! 
 
Just think! All the billions of people who 
have lived will all be together. That’s 
because Jesus wants us all to be part of his 
family in heaven, with God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit. There will be all the 
people you have ever known, and especially 
those you have loved. 
 
So, we need to have people that will go out 
everywhere and tell them about Jesus and 
about the life and love he gives them. 

We call these people who go out 
“missionaries.” I have met many missionaries 
in my life. I lived in Zimbabwe, El Salvador, 
Venezuela and Cuba for a few years each and 
met missionaries from all over the world. 
They had given up everything to go and bring 
Jesus to others because they were very 
much in love with Jesus themselves. 
 
Missionaries do all sorts of things: they 
teach, they work on farms, they work like 
priests in a parish, they look after the sick. 
All these things they do to show people that 
Jesus cares for them in their needs of every 
day. But he cares above all that they will one 
day go to heaven for ever. 
 
I was a missionary for about sixteen years, 
doing special work for the Pope. It was 
fascinating, and showed me how beautiful 
the world was. More importantly, it showed 
me how beautiful people can be and how 
happy they become knowing Jesus. Jesus 
needs missionaries to bring his Gospel to all 
of humanity. Why don’t you think about 
becoming a missionary some day? 


