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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
 
Jesus tells the story today of a king whose 
son was getting married. He had invited a lot 
of people to the wedding dinner. When the 
time came, the king sent out messengers to 
tell his guests that everything was ready. 
 
To the king’s amazement, some said they 
were too busy to come to the dinner! This 
made the king very angry. How ungrateful 
those guests had been! 
 
What the king then did was send his 
messengers out again onto the streets. 
Their job was to bring anybody passing by to 
come in and enjoy the feast. The king was 
determined that none of those who rejected 
their invitation were going to get in. 
 
Once the messengers had filled the dining 
room, the king came in to see the guests. 
They had all made the effort to be clean and 
tidy before coming in – except one man. He 

was still in his ordinary clothes and hadn’t 
even got washed. So, the king told his 
servants to throw the man out. Then the 
wedding dinner went ahead with great joy. 
 
What Jesus is saying is that God his Father 
has invited all of us to heaven. The wedding 
is when all of us on earth go to join Jesus in 
heaven and celebrate with him for ever. 
 
It is sad when some people at first say “yes”, 
but then can’t be bothered and so say “no.” 
They are not grateful to God for the gift of 
inviting them to be with him and Jesus in 
heaven. This makes God the Father angry. 
 
So, he sends his messengers to invite other 
people instead, but he still expects them to 
come cleanly dressed, that is, covered with 
good deeds and with a heart open to God’s 
love. Will you accept God’s invitation and 
start getting ready for heaven even now? 
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Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
12/10: Requiem 
Mass, Mrs. Margaret 
Sutherland, RIP 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: purple 

13/10: Votive Mass, Our 
Lady of Fatima & 40th 
Wedding Anniversary of 
Anne & Seamus Kane 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: blue 

14/10: St. Callistus, Pope 
& Martyr (d. 222) 

Week 28, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

15/10: St. Teresa of 
Avila, Virgin & Doctor 
(d. 1582) 

Week 28, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

16/10: St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, Virgin 
(d. 1690) 

Week 28, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

17/10: St. Ignatius of 
Antioch, Bishop & Martyr 
(d. 107 AD) 

Week 28, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

18/10: 29th Ordinary 
Sunday (A) 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 10 Oct, 6pm Special Intention 
Sun 11 Oct, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 11 Oct, 12.15pm Michael Righetti, A 
Mon 12 Oct, 11am Margaret Sutherland, RD 
Tues 13 Oct, 10am Anne & Seamus Kane, SI 
Wed 14 Oct, 10am Brian Blaney, S 
Thurs 15 Oct, 10am  Frank Maguire, A 
Fri 16 Oct, 10am David Casey, RD 
Sat 17 Oct, 6pm Special Intention 
Sun 18 Oct, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 18 Oct, 12.15pm Special Intention 

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 
SI = Special Intention 

 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen 
Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie Snr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown, 
Mary Lyden, Murdoch MacDougall, Ylena Green, 
Ellen Grant, Peter Grant, Kenneth Reader, Brian 
Blaney, Toni Caughey, Richard Dawson, Kate 
Simpson. Recently Deceased: David Casey, 
Margaret Sutherland. Anniversary of Death: Frank 
Maguire, Michael Righetti, Margaret Deery, Mary 
Docherty. Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: 
Anne & Seamus Kane, 40th Wedding Anniversary, 11th 
October; 75th Birthday of Sum Won! 

NOTICES 
 
DAVID CASEY, RIP (Largs): On behalf of the whole 
parish, I extend our deepest, prayerful condolences to 
Hilary and Andy Casey and to the whole family, 
relatives and friends of the late David Casey who died 
tragically in a road accident on Saturday 3rd October in 
Australia. May the Lord grant him full and immediate 
access to his divine glory, and may He deeply comfort 
his parents and sister at this extremely difficult time. 
 
MRS MARGARET SUTHERLAND, RIP (Largs): 
The Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St. Mary’s on 
Monday, 12th October, at 11am (in strict accordance 
with Covid-19 restrictions), followed by the interment at 
the Haylie Brae Cemetery. 
 
WEDDING BELLS: On Saturday, 17th October, at 
2pm, we will have the joy of witnessing the holy 
sacrament of Matrimony between Gillian Lewis and 
Colin McGowan. Please pray for the happy couple. 
 
ECHOES OF WEDDING BELLS: Let’s pray for Anne 
& Seamus Kane from Glasgow, personal friends of Fr. 
Peter, who celebrate 40 years of the Sacrament of 
Marriage on Sunday 11th October. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this wonderful sacrament, please phone 
or email me and we can set up a time and place to 
celebrate the sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with a sermon. Ecumenical prayer at 7pm. 
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OCTOBER DEVOTIONS: Live-streamed exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament from 4.30pm on Thursday, 8th 
October. Rosary & Benediction at 6.30pm. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
ROSARY ON THE COAST: Takes place each day of 
October at 8pm in the evening. To join in, you would 
need to go to: https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/ 
 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: This 
Monday, at St. Mary’s, we have the solemn duty of 
bidding farewell to Margaret Sutherland with a 
Requiem Mass at 11am. 
     On Tuesday, I will celebrate the 40th Wedding 
Anniversary of good friends of mine who live in 
Glasgow, in the context of a Votive Mass in honour of 
Our Lady of Fatima. Their joy reminds us all that the 
sadness of death does not have the last word. 
     On Wednesday and Thursday, we encounter two 
great women saints: St. Teresa of Avila, mystic and 
formidable reformer of the Carmelites; and St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, also a mystic and who received 
revelations of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and promoted 
this devotion in the Church. 
     On Saturday, it is the feast of one of my favourite 
saints: Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr, a 
passionate lover of Jesus and defender of the Church. 
    Try to do something little in your day which reflects 
the celebration on the liturgical calendar. It will help a 
little to join your ordinary calendar with the liturgical 
calendar. The latter brings eternity into time. 
 
GALLOWAY VOCATIONS: Please ‘Like’ the new 
Facebook page called “Galloway Vocations” to 
encourage our Diocesan family to pray for Vocations to 
the Priesthood and the Religious Life: 
https://www.facebook.com/GallowayVocations/  
 
PRAYERLINE: For prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
SAFEGUARDING: 1) Please read on the parish website 
the Annual Safeguarding Statement to Parishes which 
has come from the Diocese. 2) The Instruction of the 
Bishops of Scotland, “In God’s Image”, produced in 
2018 to guide the entire process of safeguarding in the 
Church in Scotland, is up for review in 2021. To this 
end, a public consultation is being undertaken which 
closes on 30 November 2020. If anyone wishes to 
propose changes or express views in relation to the 2018 
version, please visit the parish website and click on the 
appropriate link on the Safeguarding page. Above all, the 
Bishops are keen to hear from survivors or victims of abuse. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 

SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 
 
SPECIAL COLLECTION, HOLY PLACES: There 
will be a retiring collection for the Holy Places in both 
parishes on these Sundays: 11th, 18th & 25th October. 

 
SEPTEMBER INCOME 

 
 Largs Millport 
Cash Income £1,502 £482.24 
Bank Income £2,762 £80 
Building Fund --- £121.75 
Retired Priests £1,612.95 £190.49 
Flowers £255 --- 

RIGHTS OF THE LAITY IN THE CHURCH (II) 

Rights in common with all baptised members of the Church, 
including religious, priests, etc. 

Last week, taking our cue from canon 208 of the 
Church’s “Code of Canon Law” (which we call simply 
“the Code”), we looked at the equal dignity of all baptised 
members of the Church, an equality that must be 
recognised and respected and which, if it is violated, can 
be vindicated or pursued before a Church court (I will 
deal with the right to vindicate rights at a later date). 

2] The right to spread the message of salvation. The next right 
mentioned in the Code is combined with a duty and is 
found in canon 211: “All the Christian faithful have the 
duty and right to work so that the divine message of 
salvation more and more reaches all people in every age 
and in every land.” 

This right flows from our baptism and, especially, our 
confirmation, the sacrament of Christian maturity. It 
can be looked at from two angles. The first is the right to 
spread the Gospel within the Church.  

So often it can seem that the only ones to do this are the 
clergy, as if they had the exclusive right to bring the 
Good News to people. In fact, everyone has this right – 
even if it must be exercised in different ways. Within the 
Mass, for example, only the deacon, priest or bishop 
may preach because it is an essential part of their 
ministry in union with Christ the priest, bishop and 
deacon. When it comes to defining and determining 
what the official doctrine of the Church is matters of 
faith or morals, that is the task of the bishops of the 
Church, in union with each other and under the Pope. 

Other than that, though, the laity certainly have every 
right to know, learn, study and teach the faith. There are 
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many lay theologians, men and women, who teach in 
universities and seminaries. On a more day to day basis, 
parents have the first duty and therefore the first right to 
teach the faith of the Church to their children. Teachers 
in the school also do the same, to supplement the role of 
the parents, and thus have the right to obtain the 
formation they need to teach the faith of the Church to 
their pupils. Then there are things like faith learning and 
teaching groups (Scriptures, morality, social doctrine, 
etc.), based in parishes but also in people’s homes.  

The laity can, and should, take the initiative to do all 
that their status and condition allows them to do to 
spread the knowledge of the faith among their brothers 
and sisters in the Church. All must be done in proper 
order, with mutual respect and in communion with the 
clergy. But there is a huge field of opportunity and 
challenge for the laity here. We often lament that 
families no longer know their faith, that children are not 
getting basic teaching or that our understanding of our 
faith is still what it was when we were children. Well, it 
is in the exercise of this right to spread the Gospel which, 
undertaken courageously, can remedy this situation and 
lead to a more educated and faith-literate laity. 

The second angle on the right to spread the message of 
salvation regards, not so much the Church “ad intra”, 
but the world “out there.” There have been thousands 
of lay missionaries in the history of the Church, many of 
them martyrs. It is a daunting thing in our atheistic, 
cynical, materialistic and hostile Western society to 
consider “getting out there” and spreading the Gospel. 
It requires careful planning and preparation, getting to 
understand our contemporary mentality in depth so as 
to find openings and means which will allow the 
Message to be shared. There is a strong sense of social 
justice around, so this can be one inroad which could be 
used to introduce the message of Jesus who is the source 
and summit of all justice, both individual and social. 

In terms of preaching the Gospel outside the Church, it 
has to be remembered that the right to do so is part of 
our even more fundamental right to freedom of religion. 
No state has the right to deny that right. And so the 
purpose of canon 211 is not just the defence of that right 
within the Church, but also in the face of the State. As 
the first amendment of the US Constitution puts it: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.” Historically, the freedom of the Church to 
spread the Gospel has met many obstacles (and not a few 
of them as the result of the behaviour of churchmen 
themselves). One reason there exists the Vatican City 
State in its present form is so that the Pope has political 
independence from states to exercise his mission as the 
head of the Church: that mission is to preach Jesus 
Christ to the world as commanded by Christ himself. 
 

It goes without saying that Catholics cannot insist on the 
exercise of their right to preach the Gospel if they do it 
in a way which disturbs public order. We have witnessed 
in recent years some Christian sects behaving in a way 
which has led to terrible social consequences (mass 
suicides, for example). So, if this right to spread the 
Message of salvation must be exercised within the 
Church in an orderly and coordinated fashion, then 
even more so must this happen when it is exercised 
outside the Church, in society and among the nations. 
 
3] The right of petition. Canon 212 §2 reads: “The 
Christian faithful are free to make known to the pastors 
of the Church their needs, especially spiritual ones, and 
their desires.”  
 
People will be able to exercise this right the more there 
exists a true rapport of genuine openness and mutual 
service and trust between themselves and their pastors 
(parish priests, bishops, etc.). While those who have 
received Holy Orders are given a share in Christ’s own 
pastoral ministry and authority, this cannot be exercised 
on the basis of the model of human secular power and 
authority. Authority in the Church is service. One writer 
once put it more forcefully: to be ordained in Holy 
Orders is to be humiliated with Christ crucified, for the 
fullness of his priesthood, service, authority and power 
were exercised on the Cross. 
 
The point is that no bishop or priest exists for himself, 
but only to serve Christ in his people. This service will 
mean loving, directing, leading and sometimes 
correcting and warning when a “sheep” is in danger of 
getting lost or lies are masquerading as “new” truths. But 
people must have access to their pastors so as to receive 
from them what they need for their spiritual growth.  
 
This right of petition is not however limited to asking for 
things. It is also extended to “making known … their 
desires.” Evidently, the desires in question also concern 
the spiritual life, which covers a huge area of concerns, 
needs, preoccupations, etc.. Any pastor will do what he 
can to hear and to respond, while remembering, for his 
own sake and for the sake of those entrusted to his care, 
that he is a limited human being, too. 

The right of petition is different from the right of 
opinion, which we will look at next week. The emphasis 
in the laity’s right of petition underscores the fatherly 
and pastoral dimension of the priest’s mission, to feed 
with truth, grace and care those who seek his help. 

Although the right to petition does not suppose of itself 
that what is asked for has to be given (unless what is 
asked is itself a right), it would mean nothing if it did not 
impose on the pastor at least the duty to consider and 
evaluate what has been asked. On the basis of that, he is 
then held to make the most suitable response or 
provision – all within the limits of the possible. - Fr. Peter 


