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appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow 
servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed 
him over to the torturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how 
my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your 
brother from your heart.’ 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer 

Creation 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 

For you laid the foundations of the world 
and have arranged the changing of times and seasons; 

you formed man in your own image 
and set humanity over the whole world in all its wonder, 

to rule in your name over all you have made 
and for ever praise you in your mighty works, 

through Christ our Lord. 
 

Communion Antiphon  
(to be recited privately)  

 
How precious is your mercy, O God! 

The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings. 
________ 
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Readings 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“Were you not bound, then, 
to have pity on your fellow servant 

just as I had pity on you?” 
 

(Matthew 18: 33) 
 
 
 



 2 

 
HAVING INFLUENCE 

 
“The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord.” 
These are the words of St. Paul in today’s first reading. 
 
Who are the influential people? According to Paul, we all are. We might not think it. 
We might not like it. We might not notice it. But we all influence each other. 
 
Influence can be benign or malign. Old Fagan in “Oliver Twist” used his influence to 
corrupt the boys who looked up to him. St. John Bosco used his influence on the boys 
entrusted to his care to draw them closer to God, to educate their minds and hearts, to 
give them a future. 
 
But it’s not just grown-ups who influence others. A little child can move the heart of a 
cynic. A child with Down’s syndrome can bring immense love to a family. The sound 
of a boys’ choir singing the Ave Maria brings a tear to the eye. 
 
This shows that the influence we have on others can be intentional (as with Fagan and 
John Bosco) and unintentional (the little child). Who we simply are as well as what 
we say, think or do deliberately, sends “waves” of one kind or another to those around 
us, for good or for ill. 
 
This means that the more we become who we truly are in the sight of God, the more we 
will influence others benignly. Our presence itself will radiate the waves of the grace we 
have been gratuitously given and we have willingly received. The positive contribution 
of one person can direct a tense stand-off towards a peaceful resolution. A negative 
comment can sour an entire meeting. 
 
St. Paul goes further when he says that, not only our lives, but also our deaths influence 
others. What family is not left grieving by the death of a mother or father? Are not many 
people moved to change something in their lives as the result of the loss of a loved one? 
Then there are the martyrs who shed their blood for the truth and love of Christ. Their 
blood is the “seed of Christians” as an ancient writer expressed it. In the end, to live for 
the Lord and to die for the Lord is the greatest influence we can have on others. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading                                                             Romans 14:7-9 

 
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we 
live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead 
we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to 
life: it was so that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 102(103):1-4,9-12 

 
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
 
 
Gospel                                                                     Matthew 18:21-35 
 
Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my 
brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not 
seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. 

  ‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning 
began, they brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he 
had no means of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the 
debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give 
me time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master 
felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this 
servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him 
one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to 
throttle him. “Pay what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his 
feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But 
the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison 
till he should pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed 
when they saw what had happened, and they went to their master and 
reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You 
wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of yours when you 


