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SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Fri, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
28/9: Mass for 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, 
Maria & Roger Townley 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

29/9: Feast of SS. 
Michael, Gabriel & 
Raphael, Archangels 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

30/9: St. Jerome, Priest 
& Doctor (d. 420) 

Week 26, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

1/10: St. Therese of 
Lisieux, Virgin & Doctor 
(d. 1897), and Mass for 
the 60th Wedding 
Anniversary of Cathie & 
Norman Blair 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

2/10: Holy Guardian 
Angels 

Week 26, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

3/10: Saturday of ordinary 
Time 

Week 26, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

4/10: 27th Ordinary 
Sunday & 5th Sunday, 
Season of Creation  

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 26 Sept, 6pm Canon John A. Galbraith, A 
Sun 27 Sept, 10am Maria & Roger Townley, SI 
Sun 27 Sept, 12.15pm All Parishioners 
Mon 28 Sept, 10am Helen Keane, A 
Tues 29 Sept, 10am Special Intention 
Wed 30 Sept, 10am Janet Fraile, D 
Thurs 1 Oct, 10am  Cathie & Norman Blair, SI 
Fri 2 Oct, 10am Special intention 
Sat 3 Oct, 6pm Ann Peffers, D 
Sun 4 Oct, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 4 Oct, 12.15pm Isobel Lightly, A 

A = Anniversary of Death; RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; 
SI = Special Intention 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen 
Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie, Sr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown, 
Margaret Sutherland, Mary Lyden, Murdoch 
MacDougall, Ylena Green, Ellen Grant, Peter Grant, 
Kenneth Reader. Recently Deceased: Gillan Jardine, 
Elchina Gilmour. Anniversary of Death: Canon 
John Angus Galbraith, Helen Keane, Hamish Lundy. 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: Maria & 
Roger Townley, 50th Wedding Anniversary, 26th 
September; Cathie & Norman Blair, 60th Wedding 
Anniversary, 1st October; Margaret & Donald 
MacMillan, 50th Wedding Anniversary, 7th October. 

NOTICES 
 
WEDDING BELLS: On Saturday, 17th October, at 
2pm, we will have the joy of witnessing the union in the 
holy sacrament of Matrimony of Gillian Lewis and 
Colin McGowan. I invite everyone to pray for the happy 
couple as they prepare to “tie the knot.” It is a tough 
time to be getting married, but their love for each other 
is way stronger than any abject coronavirus or the 
limitations it is imposing. Let’s support them in the run-
up to their big day with our love and prayers. Please note 
that the wedding will be conducted according to the laws and advice 
of the Government and directions of the Diocese in relation to Covid-
19. Please do not therefore come to the church or gather outside, so 
as to avoid any chance of unwanted consequences. 
 
(DISTANT!) ECHOES OF WEDDING BELLS: Let’s 
also pray for and congratulate Cathie & Norman Blair 
who celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 
1st October, as well as Maria & Roger Townley, who 
have been celebrating their Golden Anniversary this 26th 
September, and Margaret & Donald MacMillan whose 
Golden Anniversary is on 7th October. All the echoes of 
the wedding bells may be distant, I am quite sure the joy 
and love of their wedding day has remained with them 
and matured over these long years of faithful love 
together. Well done and thank you for your witness to 
what true love means! If you can, make a fuss of them 
this week! 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION (Largs): The children 
from St. Mary’s Primary who missed out on their First 
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Reconciliation in March will receive the Sacrament on 
5th and 6th of October at the school. I invite all 
parishioners to pray for the children and their families. 
 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: The 
wedding anniversaries will give us a wonderful 
opportunity this week, on Monday and Thursday, to 
celebrate the Gospel of Marriage, one of God’s greatest 
gifts of creation and sacraments of redemption. It is 
timely to look again at the beauty and simplicity of this 
plan of God for man and woman. We should value it 
and understand it all the more deeply when it is under 
attack. 
     Angels are another feature of our Liturgy this coming 
week, both Archangels (29/9) and Guardian Angels 
(2/10). These are spiritual beings sent to us by God’s 
love to serve us and help us on our way to salvation. 
     Then we have two great saints to celebrate: St. 
Jerome, who translated the whole Bible from Hebrew 
and Greek into Latin, a translation still used today; and, 
of course, the Little Flower, St. Therese, who was a great 
and sophisticated woman behind the often overwrought 
“sweet” image of her that we have inherited. Her 
spirituality of littleness and humility hides a very 
powerful and challenging spirituality. 
 
OCTOBER DEVOTIONS: I will expose the Blessed 
Sacrament from 4.30pm on Thursdays during October, 
beginning on the 1st, until Rosary & Benediction at 
6.30pm. I do it partly because Thursday is, as you know, 
the day of the Last Supper and partly because I am 
aware that anxiety among us may be on the rise again 
due to the shenanigans of the coronavirus. For those 
stuck inside, a half hour, hour or more in prayer before 
the Lord in the Eucharist will bring much comfort. Give 
it a go! 
 
SEASON OF CREATION, 1ST  SEPTEMBER – 4TH 
OCTOBER 2020 (Feast of St. Francis of Assisi): Please 
keep this Season in mind in your spiritual lives at this 
time. For resources, please consult the parish website. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with the full homily for the day. Ecumenical 
prayer recitation at 7pm. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
FLOWERS: I would suggest that, if anyone wishes to 
donate for the altar flowers, please put your donation in 

an envelope marked “Flower Fund” and put it into the 
normal collection basket as you enter the church. That 
way, the money can be kept separate. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 
SPECIAL COLLECTION, RETIRED PRIESTS: In 
both our parishes, we will have our third and last exit 
collection for the upkeep of the retired priests of our 
Diocese (Gift Aid envelopes available). Anyone who is 
not yet able to return to Mass can contribute by either a 
bank transfer (phone the Parish Secretary on 740019, 
ext. 7, to set one up) or by popping an envelope through 
the parish house letter box. I commend this collection to 
your special consideration. 
 
ONLINE CHARITY FUNDRAISING: Bishop Nolan 
has asked his priests to propose to parishioners the use 
of two online fundraising portals which would allow 
them to donate directly to the Diocese of Galloway with 
no further cost to themselves. One is Amazon Smile and 
the other is Give as You Live. More information can be 
found on the parish website. Here are the links to the 
two portals mentioned. If you are prompted for the 
Charity Number of the Diocese it is: SC010576 (the digit 
after C is the number zero, not the letter “O”):  
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC010576 and 
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/rc-diocese-of-
galloway-scotland 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (III) 

In two previous episodes on the Fourth Gospel, we 
looked at various matters of interest: its sources, how and 
by whom it was composed, to whom it was addressed, 
when it was written, etc.. This week, we will look at its 
structure. To know the structure is important and very 
useful because it helps us understand why the chapters 
and themes are ordered as they are and not thrown 
together in a random way. When you know the context 
of a particular text, you can usually then understand 
each individual text more fully. 

The Gospel according to John has a prologue (an 
introduction) and an epilogue (a conclusion). In 
between, it is divided into two main parts called “the 
book of signs” (referring to the miracles of Jesus and 



Solemnity, St. Mary, Star of the Sea (Largs) & 26th Ordinary Sunday (A), 27.09.2020 
 
above all to Jesus himself) and “the book of glory” 
(referring to his passion, death and resurrection). 
The book of signs is in turn divided into three parts. In 
the first part, we hear John the Baptist’s testimony to 
Jesus. Jesus gathers together some of John’s disciples 
along with others whom he calls. We also hear of the 
miracle at Cana, the cleansing of the Temple and the 
healing of the synagogue official’s son. There are then 
the two deep and moving conversations between Jesus 
and Nicodemus and Jesus and the woman at the well. 
 
The second part of the book of signs recounts Jesus 
healing the Jerusalem cripple and the powerful discourse 
of Jesus on the Bread of Life. There is a section (chapters 
7-8) in which division around Jesus becomes more and 
more pronounced as he calls himself the “living water” 
and says that before Abraham ever existed, “I Am” (the 
divine Name). Included in this second part are also Jesus’ 
forgiveness of the woman taken in adultery, the curing 
of the man born blind and Jesus as the Good Shepherd. 
The climax of this second part is the raising of Lazarus 
from the dead which acts as the catalyst for the 
authorities to want to silence Jesus, but Jesus, 
undeterred, enters Jerusalem seated on a donkey and 
condemns the unbelief of those who have rejected him. 
 
The book of glory, the third part of the Gospel, begins 
with the Last Supper and the washing of the disciples’ 
feet. There are then three great discourses in which Jesus 
speaks of his return to the Father, of himself as the True 
Vine and of his promise to send the Comforter to 
console his disciples. The last words the disciples hear 
him say before he is arrested are his sublime prayer to 
the Father to glorify him and to keep united those who 
believe in him. There then follows the Passion: the 
arrest, the trial before the High Priest, the trial before 
Pilate, the Crucifixion and the burial of Jesus in the tomb 
of Joseph of Arimathea. The book of glory continues 
with the Resurrection of Jesus, the empty tomb, the 
appearance to Mary Magdalene and appearances to ten 
of the Eleven apostles and lastly to Thomas. Finally, the 
third part of the book of signs closes by declaring the 
purpose of the entire Gospel: to put your faith in Jesus 
the Son of God and so have eternal life in his name. 
 
The broad sweep of John’s Gospel is, then, that: Jesus 
comes among his own from the Father as the only-
begotten Son, demonstrating the truth of that by his 
words and deeds; faces increasing opposition from the 
Jewish religious establishment and acceptance from 
some who believe in him; is finally rejected, betrayed 
and condemned to death precisely because he declares and 
proves himself to be the Son of God; and endures the 
Passion and, precisely because he does so, is raised by the 
Father on the third day. The Apostles and the Church 
led by them under Jesus and the Spirit exist to proclaim 
this message and to feed those who believe in Jesus with 
the Word and Sacraments of eternal life. 
 

In the Church’s Liturgy, you will recall that, during Lent 
in year A, several important episodes from the Gospel of 
John are proclaimed on the 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays (the 
woman at the well, the man born blind and the raising 
of Lazarus). From earliest times this was done to teach 
those preparing for baptism (catechumens) about the 
meaning of that sacrament: by water and the Spirit we 
become Christians; the sacrament heals us of our 
spiritual blindness, sin; and through this sacrament Jesus 
confers on us the gift of eternal life, not merely a return 
like Lazarus to mortal life. 
 
Other readings from John are proclaimed during the 
weekdays of every Lent during the 4th and 5th weeks, and 
again during Eastertide, from week 2 through week 7. In 
year B, there is a period of five Sundays (weeks 17-21) 
across which we read the discourse of Jesus on the Bread 
of Life, as a long catechesis on the Eucharist. The fact 
that the Church herself reserves the reading of this 
Gospel to these special seasons and times witnesses to 
how important is the Gospel of the Beloved Disciple for 
the liturgical and spiritual life of the Church. 
 
Indeed, there is a huge wealth of spiritual nourishment 
in every line of the Fourth Gospel. For millennia, it has 
fed the holiness of life of countless people, known and 
unknown. Its simple yet powerful images, its direct and 
straightforward language and its unabashed love for the 
person of Jesus, Word made flesh and Son of the eternal 
Father, radiates from its pages. Every soul can find its 
own niche in the Gospel of John. When you read it with 
the heart as well as the head, it’s as if Jesus himself puts 
his hand out and draws you deeply into his heart 
through it. If you spend a little time each day on a few 
lines, a story, an incident, an image found in this Gospel, 
it will gradually seep into the deepest recesses of your 
soul, enlighten you, heal you, judge you, challenge you 
and breathe eternal life into you more and more. 
 

STRUCTURE OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL 
Section Reference Theme 

I 1:1-18 Prologue: the Word 
coming into the World 

II 1:19 – 12:50 Book of Signs 
     A)     1:19 – 4:54 Gathering Disciples 
     B)     5:1 – 10:42 Disputes over Jesus’ 

words & deeds: is he 
from God? 

     C)     11:1 – 12:50 Jesus Gives Life & 
Receives Death 

III 13:1 – 20:31 Book of Glory 
     A)     13:1 – 17:26 Last Supper Discourses 
     B)     18:1 – 19:42 Passion Narrative 
     C)     20:1-29 Jesus is Raised; Various 

Apparitions 
IV 21:1-25 Epilogue: The Lord 

Appears in Galilee 
Fr. Peter
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
 

Hello, children! This Sunday, 27th 
September, we are celebrating in Largs the 
Feast of Saint Mary, Star of the Sea. I’m 
sure you will all recognise her in the picture! 
 
Have you ever looked at the stars at night? 
It’s very cloudy in our part of the world, but 
sometimes on a clear night you can see the 
stars. 
 
Some are nearer and look bigger. Others are 
very far, and you can hardly spot them 
twinkling. 
 
The big blue star in the other picture is 
called Rigel, and it’s called a blue supergiant 
star. It is about 860 light years away from 
earth! See if someone can tell you how far 
that is! 
 

I’m sure you also remember another 
important star that once shone over 
Bethlehem, when Jesus was born. That star 
told us that Jesus himself was to be the 
true light of the world. He would bring light 
to our minds and peace to our hearts. 
 
But Jesus has also given us Mary, his Mother 
and our Mother, to be a star to guide us in 
our lives. When sailors got into difficulty in 
the sea years ago, they would let themselves 
be guided by the stars to find their way 
home. 
 
Our Lady is especially close to us when we 
are finding things tough and we can’t see 
ahead. But She can only help us if we ask 
her, with trust and with love. I pray that 
She shines on our whole parish this Sunday 
and that we all turn to her for love and help. 

 


