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SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon 
only, 10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
14/9: Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

15/9: Our Lady of 
Sorrows 

Week 24, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

16/9: Solemnity of 
Saint Ninian (d. 432) 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

17/9: St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Bishop & 
Doctor (d. 1621) 

Week 24, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

18/9: Mass of the Day Week 24, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

19/9: St. Januarius, 
Bishop & Martyr (d. 305) 

Week 24, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

20/9: 25th Ordinary 
Sunday & 3rd Sunday 
of Season of Creation 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 12 Sept, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 13 Sept, 10am Maurice Cairns, D 
Sun 13 Sept, 12.15pm Catherine McFadden, RD 
Mon 14 Sept, 10am Gerald Bailey, RD 
Tues 15 Sept Margaret McShane, D 
Wed 16 Sept  William & Mary Brooks, A 
Thurs 17 Sept  Special Intention 
Fri 18 Sept  Special Intention 
Sat 19 Sept, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 20 Sept, 10am Letitia Kopp, D 
Sun 20 Sept, 12.15pm Fr. Gilmour Ommer, RD 
RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 

McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen 
Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie, Sr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown, 
Margaret Sutherland, Mary Lyden, Murdoch 
MacDougall, Ylena Green, Ellen Grant. Recently 
Deceased: Wynne Edwards, Catherine McFadden, 
Gerald Bailey. Anniversary of Death: May Hennesey, 
Ellen & Joseph McGonigle, Alex & Irena Mrozinski. 
 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: … 

 
NOTICES 

 
RECEPTION INTO THE CHURCH: Our warmest 
congratulations to Mr. Ian Cardno from Skelmorlie, 
who was formally received into the Church at the 10am 
Mass on Friday, was confirmed and also received his 
First Holy Communion. What a deluge of grace! Many 
congratulations to his dear wife and partner of 51 years, 
Jean. Many more happy years together to you both! 
 
FEAST OF THE TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS: It 
seems too obvious to say that there is a lot of upheaval 
and unrest in the world today, both in nature and in 
society. The Church, too, as you well know has suffered 
badly from the abuse crisis and there is much confusion 
and doubt around among the membership of the 
Church at every level about many things. It is at times 
like these that the Cross of Christ shines forth and stands 
high as our standard and rallying point. It alone can 
reconcile and bring peace. I invite everyone to join me 
for Mass this coming Monday morning via live-stream 
to implore the mercy and the peace of the crucified 
Lamb of God upon our world, race and Church. 
 
LITURGY FOR THE COMING WEEK: I will be 
taking a few days off next week, so please note that there 
will only be one weekday Mass, Monday 14th 
September, which will be live-streamed from St. Mary’s. 
I will, however, offer Mass privately on the other days 
for the intentions noted in the adjacent table. The next 
live-stream will be the Sunday Vigil Mass at 6pm on 
Saturday 19th September. Since next Wednesday, 16th 
September, is the Solemn Feast of Saint Ninian, the 
patron of our Diocese, I encourage you to watch the live-
streamed 10am Mass from St. Margaret’s Cathedral in 
Ayr. I imagine Bishop Nolan, successor to St. Ninian!, 
will be presiding at that Mass. The link is 
https://www.facebook.com/rcayr/live 
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FLOWERS: A message from St. Mary’s “flower ladies”: 
Dear Parishioners, We have had very positive feedback with regards 
to the flowers on the altar during lockdown and after, and the joy it 
brings to the virtual Mass. Your comments are very much 
appreciated.  We have done our very best to utilise flowers and 
greenery from our own gardens, friends and neighbours and also the 
church garden. They have lasted us well while the flower market 
was closed, and we are very grateful. However we wondered if 
possible in the future, parishioners would mind donating towards 
the cost of flowers which we obtain from the  market every 3 to 4 
weeks. The cost per visit to the market is approximately £60. We 
thought perhaps some parishioners would like to donate in memory 
of a loved one, an anniversary or special birthday. Any donation,  no 
matter how small, would be gratefully received. We hope you 
continue to enjoy the beautiful gift of flowers as much as we enjoy 
doing them.  God Bless. Thank you, Ladies, for your hard 
work and commitment! I would suggest that, if anyone 
wishes to donate for the flowers, please put your 
donation in an envelope marked “Flower Fund” and put 
it into the normal collection basket as you enter the 
church. That way, the money can be kept separate. 
 
SEASON OF CREATION, 1ST  SEPTEMBER – 4TH 
OCTOBER 2020 (Feast of St. Francis of Assisi): Please 
keep this Season in mind in your spiritual lives at this 
time. For resources, please consult the parish website. 
 
ST MARY'S CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP is leading 
a reflective pilgrimage celebrating the beauty of creation 
in a hill walk from Largs Marina car park, through 
Kelburn Castle Estate on Saturday 19th September 
starting at 8.30am. Appropriate footwear required. 
Allow two and a half hours: For further details text, 
phone or email David Ramsay: 07555266291 
or david.ramsay73@btinternet.com. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with the full homily for the day. Ecumenical 
prayer recitation at 7pm. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 

BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 
SPECIAL COLLECTION, RETIRED PRIESTS: In 
both our parishes for the next three weekends, there will 
be an exit collection for the upkeep of the retired priests 
of our Diocese (Gift Aid envelopes available). My hope 
is that over these three weekends, everyone who wishes 
will have an opportunity to contribute. Anyone who is 
not yet able to return to Mass can contribute by either a 
bank transfer (phone the Parish Secretary on 740019, 
ext. 7, to set one up) or by popping an envelope through 
the parish house letter box. I commend this collection to 
your special consideration. 

 
RECENT INCOME 

 
Description Largs Millport 
Regular collection, 
July & August 

£1,152.85 £448.32 

Bank Income, July 
August 

£2,912.31 
£2,821.00 

£80.00 
£80.00 

Building Fund, 
July & August 

--- £568.32 

Beirut £2,349.89 £281.50 
 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (II) 
 
Last week, we looked at the sources of the Gospel of 
John, how it was composed, who composed it and to 
whom it was addressed.  
 
When was the Fourth Gospel written? 
 
For a time, scholars thought it must have been put 
together in its final form only well into the 2nd century 
AD. This was because John’s Gospel was not quoted 
much by the Fathers of the Church in the early 2nd 
century, and also because it was felt that some parts of 
its teaching about Jesus were so well developed that it 
could not have been written earlier. However, more 
recent discoveries, including the fact that fragments of 
the Gospel were already known in Egypt at the turn 
of the first century, has led scholarship to date the 
Gospel to the years 90-100 AD. 
 
What is the background of the Gospel of John? 
 
Some have said that this Gospel was influenced by one 
or other strand of philosophy of the first century. 
Others say that it was influenced by pagan worship or 
by the “Hermetic writings” of a certain pagan wise 
man called Hermes (basically, Hermes said that God 
gave to man in the beginning one pure doctrine which 
can be found in all religions). 
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While it cannot be denied that there may be some 
influence from non-Christian and non-Jewish 
philosophies and religions of the first century AD in 
the Gospel of John, the main influence is undoubtedly 
its Jewish background. While it does not actually 
quote as many Old Testament texts as the Synoptic 
Gospels do, there are plenty of allusions to it, and 
images taken from it, which are woven into the Gospel 
of John. Here are some examples: references to the 
patriarchs Jacob and Abraham, the discourse on the 
bread of life, the bronze serpent as symbol of the 
crucified Christ, Jesus as the prophet foretold by 
Moses, Jesus as the creative Word and Wisdom of 
God, Jesus as the divine “I AM”, etc. 
 
We must, of course, remember that, irrespective of 
what the human influences may have been, the most 
important influence is that of the Spirit of God 
inspiring the authors and editors to express in writing 
the person, the teaching and saving works of Christ. 
 
What is the plot of the Fourth Gospel? 
 
The plot is focused on the “hour” of Jesus’ 
glorification, his return to the Father at the 
crucifixion. Statements scattered throughout the 
Gospel remind the reader of the mission which Jesus 
has been sent by the Father to accomplish (e.g. 1:11-
12; 18:37). The long prayer Jesus makes to the Father 
in chapter 17 is his triumphant announcement that 
Jesus’ mission has reached its goal. He has revealed 
the Father to the community of disciples, and through 
them to others. He now returns to the “glory” which 
he had had with the Father before he came to earth. 
 
As the plot moves towards the glorification of Jesus, 
you see in the Gospel of John what we can call cycles 
of acceptance and rejection of Jesus. Chapters 1-4, for 
example, show acceptance of Jesus’ words and deeds. 
Chapters 5-12 then tell a tale of escalating conflict 
between accepting and rejecting Jesus, either 
believing in him or not. Chapters 13-17 provide an 
interlude of acceptance in which Jesus turns to his 
disciples to speak with them about his impending 
departure, their grief and their future joy when he 
returns to dwell with them through the presence of the 
Paraclete who will guide them. 
 
After that, in chapters 18-19, the events of the Passion 
begin gradually to unfold in a carefully crafted series 
of short scenes until the dying Jesus pronounces his 
mission accomplished. The resurrection narrative, in 
chapters 20-21, take the reader into the future mission 
of the disciples which Jesus had given to them during 
his words to them at the Last Supper (chapters 15-17). 

The resurrection episodes in John 20 establish faith 
within the community. The doubting Thomas 
episode is the cue for the narrator of the Gospel to tell 
its readers that its purpose is to lead us to faith in Jesus. 
 
Who is Jesus according to the Gospel of John? 
 
This is the question of Christology which we have met 
before when discussing the Synoptic Gospels. What it 
does is answer the questions which intelligence asks of 
faith to understand better and more fully who Jesus is. 
 
For John, Jesus is above all the Son of God and faith 
in him is the source of eternal life (20:31). The Gospel 
makes it clear repeatedly that the only real object of 
the call to faith is Jesus, the Son of God. This faith is 
the condition of salvation. It also presumes that 
believing in Jesus implies that we perceive the special 
relationship between Jesus and the Father. If you look 
at the discourses of Jesus throughout the Gospel, it is 
his relationship with the Father which forms the core 
truth of his own self and therefore, whoever believes 
truly in that self, equally embraces the Father. 
 
In chapter 1, verses 19-50, of John’s Gospel we find a 
number of the names or titles of the Messiah which 
Israel had been expecting (Messiah, Elijah, the 
prophet, Lamb of God, King of Israel). But Jesus 
promises “greater things” than what Israel had 
traditionally expected: he is the Son who, as Word of 
the Father, is the saving revelation of the Father. His 
enemies enter into discussions with Jesus as to whether 
they or he truly knew God. But Jesus shows that this 
competition mentality missed the point: Jesus does not 
just know the Father, he reveals the Father, he is equal to 
the Father. John demonstrates this through the “I 
Am” sayings of Jesus (I am He, I am the Good 
Shepherd, I am the Light of the World, I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, etc.). Jesus will show most 
powerfully his divine I Am on the Cross (cf. 13:19) 
 
By using this exalted way of talking about himself, 
something which no-one else had done in Jewish 
history, Jesus shows that he is not just a greater version 
of some earlier great figures like Moses, Elijah or 
David. No, he is declaring his divine nature. In fact, 
he talks of the “glory had had with the Father before 
the world ever was.” He is saying that he existed 
before creation and before he became incarnate. He 
comes not to shed light on human existence like some 
great wisdom preacher. Rather, he comes to reveal 
the Father, the origin and destiny of all existence. 

Fr. Peter 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
 
Some people think they are being kind when 
they forgive you once or twice, but no more! 
Imagine God did that to us! We do wrong 
things all the time and we expect God to 
forgive us all the time. 

Today, Jesus tells us a story about 
the duty we have always to forgive, and not 
to consider ourselves more stern than God. 

A king has a servant who owes him 
£20 million. When the servant asks for time 
to raise all that money (which he would never 
manage), the King feels sorry for him and 
cancels his debt. 

But when the servant goes out, he 
meets a poor friend who owes him £20. His 
friend asks for time to pay him, but the 
servant won’t hear of it and has him jailed! 

Other friends see this and go to the 
King and tell him the whole story. The King 
is very angry and calls back in the servant 
whose £20 million debt he had forgiven. He 
told him that he should have been merciful 
to his poor friend just like the King had been 

merciful to him. As a punishment, the King 
had the servant thrown into jail.  

Jesus ends the story by saying that 
our Father in heaven will do the same to us 
if we don’t truly forgive each other. 
 
*Who is all in the picture? What are the 
signs that someone is pretty angry?! 
*How do you feel when someone hurts you? 
*Who do you talk to when you feel hurt? It’s 
always better to talk to someone than bottle 
it up. 
*What is the best way to heal the hurt, to 
get rid of it? 
*If two people don’t forgive each other, will 
they have a good relationship? What might 
happen if they do forgive each other? 
*To fail is human, to forgive is divine. Well, 
if we forgive like God what will that make 
us? 
* How many jails should there be on the 
earth? How many people should be hurt? 
*Say the Our Father for someone who has 
hurt you. 


