TWENTY-THIRD ORDINARY SUNDAY (A), 6th SEPTEMBER 2020
SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG
Tel: 01475 740019.
Website: rclargsandmillport.com
YouTube:
https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
SC010576
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee
PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
Holy Mass
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Sat,
10am. All Masses live-streamed.
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed)
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed.
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR
COMMEMORATION
READINGS
7/9: Mass for the Grace Week 23, Ordinary Time
of Chastity
Liturgical colour: green
8/9: Feast of the Proper
Birthday
of
Our Liturgical colour: blue
Lady: Mass for St.
Mary’s Primary
9/9: St. Peter Claver, Week 23, Ordinary Time
Priest (d. 1654)
Liturgical colour: white
10/9: Mass for the Week 23, Ordinary Time
Progress
of
Peoples Liturgical colour: green
(Season of Creation)
11/9: Mass for the Proper
Reception of Mr. Ian Liturgical colour: white
Cardno into the Church
12/9: Most Holy Name Week 23, Ordinary Time
of Mary
Liturgical colour: blue
th
14/9: 24 Ordinary Proper
Sunday & 2nd Sunday Liturgical colour: green
of Season of Creation
MASS INTENTIONS
DATE & TIME
INTENTION
Sat 5 Sept, 6pm
All Parishioners
Sun 6 Sept, 10am
Billy Benson, D
Sun 6 Sept, 12.15pm
Fr. Con Botter, SJ, RD
Mon 7 Sept, 10am
Special Intention
Tues 8 Sept, 10am
Special Intention
Wed 9 Sept 10am
Special Intention
Thurs 10 Sept 10am
Eddie McCarthy, S
Fri 11 Sept, 10am
Mamie Brodie, A
Sat 12 Sept, 10am
Roberta McWilliams, D
Sat 12 Sept, 6pm
All Parishioners
Sun 13 Sept, 10am
Maurice Cairns, D
Sun 13 Sept, 12.15pm Catherine McFadden, RD
RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary,
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville,
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone,
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Eileen
Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella
McInally, Benet Brodie, Sr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown,
Margaret Sutherland, Mary Lyden. Recently
Deceased: Pattie Singleton, Catherine McFadden.
Anniversary of Death: Mamie Brodie.
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: …
NOTICES
RECEPTION INTO THE CHURCH: I am delighted
to announce that Mr. Ian Cardno from Skelmorlie, who
had been due to be received into the Church this past
Easter, will now be received on Friday, 11th September,
during the live-streamed 10am Mass. His wife Jean
Cardno has been a parishioner for many years at St.
Mary’s and will be her husband’s sponsor for the
reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation. I ask
everyone to pray for Ian in these last days of preparation
for this important step in his Christian life.
SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN, ST. MARY’S,
LARGS: First Reconciliation for the children who
missed out this past March will take place in St. Mary’s
School on Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th October. It has
been decided that, all things considered, the First
Communions which did not happen this past May will
now be postponed until 9th and 16th May 2020.
SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN WHO DO NOT
ATTEND ST. MARY’S PRIMARY: Please contact the
Parish Secretary for an application form before the end
of September: karen.govaerts@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
LIVE-STREAMED MASS FOR ST. MARY’S
PRIMARY CHILDREN: The 10am Mass on Tuesday,
8th September, the Feast of the Birthday of Our Lady,
will focus on the children at St. Mary’s Primary. They
will be “tuning in” from their classrooms. Not the same
as having their angelic faces beaming at me from their
seats in the church!
SEASON OF CREATION, 1ST SEPTEMBER – 4TH
OCTOBER 2020 (Feast of St. Francis of Assisi): I will
celebrate the 10am Mass on Thursday 10th September
in the context of the Season of Creation. The theme is
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taken from Psalm 138(139): “I thank you for the wonder
of my being, for the wonders of all your creation.”
ST MARY'S CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP is leading
a reflective pilgrimage celebrating the beauty of creation
in a hill walk from Largs Marina car park, through
Kelburn Castle Estate on Saturday 19th September
starting at 8.30am. Appropriate footwear required.
Allow two and a half hours: For further details text,
phone or email David Ramsay: 07555266291
or david.ramsay73@btinternet.com.
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (livestreamed) with the full homily for the day. Ecumenical
prayer recitation at 7pm.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the
sacrament in a “safe” manner.
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end
to the covid-19 pandemic.
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037
48251.
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS:
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874.
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number.
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on
Wednesdays.
ECUMENICAL PRAYER
7pm, Sunday, 6th September
Living God, You gather us together from across the face
of the earth, that we might worship your holy Name.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, we gather together in strange times,
whether virtually or actually, and ask that you will
accept our worship of your holy Name.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, You gather us together in the company of
those who have gone before us. Hold us safe in your
keeping and watch over us as the people of God.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, we come in the assurance that, where we
gather in the name of Jesus, He is there among us.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Living God, whether we gather in twos or in threes,
or whether we come to you in our own company, never
leave us or forsake us.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, we come, in the company of all your people,
and together we confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC
O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of
salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’
pain while remaining steadfast in faith.
O loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are
confident you will provide for us as at Cana in Galilee.
Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, the divine
Physician, for those who have fallen ill, for those who are
vulnerable and for those who have died.
Intercede also for those charged with protecting the
health and safety of others and for those who are tending
to the sick and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother of
Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to
do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon himself our
suffering and carried our sorrows, so as to lead us,
through the Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection.
Amen.
We fly to thy patronage, O most Holy Mother of
God. Despise not our prayers in our necessities
But ever deliver us from all dangers, O most
Glorious and Blessed Virgin!
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (I)

The Gospel according to John will need a bit more
attention and explaining because it is so different from
the three Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew and
Luke). So, I will cover John in the course of a few
weeks’ articles in the bulletin.
Anyone who picks up St. John’s Gospel (as well as his
three Letters and the Book of the Apocalypse of which
he is also the author), will see straight away that it is
very different from the Synoptics in its style, language
and even in the way it accounts for the public ministry
of Jesus.
Where did John get his material?
Despite the differences between John and the other
Gospels, John still uses material from the same
traditions that the Synoptics used when they were

TWENTY-THIRD ORDINARY SUNDAY (A), 6th SEPTEMBER 2020
being written. For example, the miracles Jesus
performs in John’s account are probably taken from a
“collection” of his miracles also known to the other
evangelists. John, too, will also have gathered around
himself a community of believers when he, like the
other Apostles, went out on mission. Members of his
community probably took some of the earliest sources
on Jesus’ miracles and preaching, including John’s
own memories and witness, and reflected and
preached further on them. This deeper and
developing reflection would then have formed, under
John’s guidance, the long speeches (or “discourses”)
which Jesus delivers in the Gospel itself.
There is also some indication that, as regards the story
of the Passion, the empty tomb and the Resurrection
appearances of Jesus, that John’s Gospel must have
drawn on an earlier source than the one used in the
Synoptic Gospels.
But there are some clear connections between John’s
Gospel and the Synoptics, especially with Luke and
Mark. Some of the major episodes which appear in
both John and the Synoptics are, for example: the
ministry and witness of the Baptist; the cleansing of
the Temple; feeding the multitude; Peter’s confession
of faith; the passion; the burial and empty tomb; and
Jesus appearing in Galilee after his Resurrection. The
same goes for a number of the sayings of Jesus: many
of them appear in John and in one or other of the
Synoptics.

what John handed onto them as well as the other
traditions which they received (e.g. the tradition of
Mark). While there is enough proof to say that one
person was responsible for the final text of the Gospel
of John, it is more important to recognise that it was
the fruit of the community’s journey of faith.
Around the time the Gospel was completed and had
begun to gain wider circulation, a group of people
appeared who were called “gnostics.” They were
Jews and Christians who claimed that they had
special, exclusive and superior knowledge of the truth
and did not need any official Christian or Jewish
orthodoxy. Because the Gospel of John’s teaching is
so sublime, it fitted their notions of superiority and so
they began to use it as if it were a work of their own.
Of course, they were impostors, but they hung around
for a few centuries so that the Church, when it was
deciding which books were to be included in the New
Testament, had to make a special effort to ensure that
John’s Gospel could be traced back to apostolic
origins. After consulting the writings of a lot of the
early Fathers of the Church, the Church herself was
satisfied that the Gospel could indeed be traced back
to St. John.
To whom was John’s Gospel addressed?
It seems most likely that the Gospel of John was
principally intended for circulation among the
believers who formed part of the Christian
community which grew up around John.

How was John’s Gospel composed?
The experts tell us that John’s Gospel as we have it
today went through several stages of editing before
reaching its final form. It seems that, for example,
chapters 15-17 (which deal with Jesus as the True
Vine, with the mission of the Spirit and with Jesus’
priestly prayer to the Father for the unity of his
followers), were added to the Gospel at a later stage.
There are other additions, too, and even a few
contradictions or discrepancies in the text! These can
be explained by the different ways the common
traditions were elaborated in the community or
communities around John. In some ways, the rather
imperfect final version of John’s Gospel actually
testifies to its authenticity and, anyway, it is that final
article which the Church, from the 4th century,
formally embraced as the inspired text.
Who was the author?
St. John, the Beloved Disciple, probably formed
around himself a “school” of disciples who, within the
wider community, were continually writing down

Frequently, the author of the Gospel uses the word
“we”, which presumes that the reader knows who
precisely that “we” is. For example, “the Word
became flesh and dwelt amongst us and we beheld his
glory” (1:14). “From his fullness we have all received”
(1:16). There are other indications that presume the
reader already knows things which only converted
members of John’s community could have known.
More broadly, the Gospel of John presumes that
much of the story of Jesus, the places he went and the
people with whom he engaged, is already familiar to
the reader. The reader would also seem to know some
core Christian beliefs about baptism, the Lord’s
Supper and the Holy Spirit. In a special way, the
reader either knew well, or needed corrected
concerning, the true identity of Jesus as the Christ, the
Son of God (what we call “Christology”).
Finally, the reader might be someone who was falling
into the errors represented by the characters in the
story itself. The Gospel was for their correction.
Fr. Peter
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

Sometimes we make mistakes. Other
times we do things we like but we know are
wrong. In either case, we need to get help
to correct ourselves. Jesus advises us today
to help one another in this way.
If you see someone doing something
wrong, Jesus tells you to go to him or her in
private and point it out. That doesn’t mean
that you are better than that person. Nor
does it mean that you don’t like or even love
them.
In fact, it means that you are loving
them, because you are helping them see
what’s harming them.
If someone fell to the ground in front
of you and hurt themselves, you wouldn’t
walk on and say it was none of your business.
You would help them up.
It takes courage to help someone by
showing them where they are going wrong.

They could turn on you and tell you to get
lost. They could maybe even hit you! Lots of
holy men and women have got very hurt when
they were trying to tell people what God
wanted.
Some have even risked their lives to
help others to be saved from going wrong.
Jesus himself died for us to save us from
being bad.
*Does the younger man in the picture look
like he is listening to the older one?
*Does the older man look as though he
doesn’t like the younger man?
*Do you think the bond between them will be
weaker
or
stronger
after
their
conversation?
*If someone who loves you, corrects you, will
you love them more or less?
*Think of three ways you can show love!

