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SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Sat, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
24/8: Feast of St. 
Bartholomew, 
Apostle 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

25/8: St. Louis (King 
Louis IX) (d. 1270) 

Week 21, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

26/8: Blessed Dominic 
Barberi (d. 1849) 

Week 21, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

27/8: St. Monica (d. 387) Week 21, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

28/8: St. Augustine, 
Bishop (d. 430) 

Week 21, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

29/8: Feast of the 
Beheading of John the 
Baptist 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

30/8: 22nd Ordinary 
Sunday 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 22 August, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 23 August, 10am Janet Fraile, A 
Sun 23 August, 12.15pm Alistair Murphy, S 
Mon 24 August, 10am Winifred Macauley, SI 
Tues 25 August, 10am Arthur Devine, A 
Wed 26 August, 10am Maura Duddy, D 
Thurs 27 August 10am John Catterson, A 
Fri 28 August, 10am Maureen Russell, D 
Sat 29 August, 10am Jim Robertson, D 
Sat 29 August, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 30 August, 10am John Cassidy, RD 
Sun 30 August, 12.15pm Sadie Shovelin, RD 
RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 

McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Jessie Barr, 
Eileen Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie, Sr, John Gunn, Eithne Brown. 
Recently Deceased: Sadie Shovelin. Anniversary: 
Jim Beattie. 
 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: … 

 
NOTICES 

 
SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN, ST. MARY’S, 
LARGS: I hope soon to announce, in coordination with 
the Headteacher, Mrs. Hume, the dates for the children 
of St. Mary’s Primary to receive the First Reconciliation 
or Communion which they missed out on this past 
spring due to Covid-19. I would like to invite everyone 
in the parish to start praying for the children and their 
families so that we all accompany them spiritually in the 
run up to the celebrations. 
 
SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN WHO DO NOT 
ATTEND ST. MARY’S PRIMARY: If there are any 
Catholic children within the territory of both our 
parishes who would be due to receive Reconciliation or 
Communion this coming spring 2021, but who do not 
attend St. Mary’s, please contact the Parish Secretary 
and she will send you an application form to be filled 
out: karen.govaerts@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
ASSISTANCE OF THE PRIEST: Just a wee reminder 
to everyone to keep an eye out and an ear open for 
elderly, isolated or sick parishioners who live near you, 
especially if they make it known that they would like a 
visit from myself. Not everyone likes to pick up the 
phone and call, and yet I cannot know who needs me if 
no one tells me. Many thanks for your help! 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with the full homily for the day. Ecumenical 
prayer recitation at 7pm. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
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PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
APPEAL, BEIRUT EXPLOSION: This is the third 
and final weekend for you to contribute to the 
extraordinary collection being made for Beirut. Your 
ordinary collection contributions should be made as you 
enter the church; the Beirut collection will be an exit 
collection. If anyone prefers to make a contribution via 
the bank, please phone the parish secretary, Mrs. Karen 
Govaerts, on 01475 740019, ext. 7. I suggest you ask the 
bank just to name your contribution “Beirut.” 
Contributions can also be popped into an envelope and 
put through the letterbox of the parish house. I will join 
the amounts received from both parishes into one lump 
sum. Closing date for contributions: Tuesday, 25th 
August. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 

ECUMENICAL PRAYER 
7pm, Sunday, 23rd August 

 
Living God, whose name is mercy, we acknowledge that 
we live in dependence on your mercy. Hold us, and all 
whom you call, in your gentle keeping. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, through whom we receive mercy, we 
respond to your gracious gift and offer our lives into your 
service and the service of others. Accept us as we are and 
embrace us in your love. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, as the one who inspires mercy, make us ever 
merciful to others. As we respond to the challenge of 
these times, may we live out our calling ever conscious 
of the body of Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, who wills to be merciful to all, renew our 
calling to worship you. In the place where we are, 
whether in shared company or in our own company, 
receive our worship through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, whose name is mercy, may your name be 
known throughout the world. As those who have 

received mercy, may your name be known in the place 
where we are. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of 
salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ 
pain while remaining steadfast in faith. 
 
O loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are 
confident you will provide for us as at Cana in Galilee. 
Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, the divine 
Physician, for those who have fallen ill, for those who are 
vulnerable and for those who have died. 
 
Intercede also for those charged with protecting the 
health and safety of others and for those who are tending 
to the sick and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother of 
Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to 
do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, so as to lead us, 
through the Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
 
We fly to thy patronage,  O most Holy Mother of 
God. Despise not our prayers in our necessities 
But ever deliver us from all dangers, O most 
Glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

____ 
 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 

Let’s take a look this week at Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
Who actually wrote Matthew’s Gospel? Where? When?  
 
As with Mark, it is unlikely that the material in 
“Matthew’s” Gospel all came from the Apostle, St. 
Matthew. It is more likely an edited combination of 
material drawn from Mark’s Gospel and from a 
written collection of the “sayings” of Jesus (which 
might have come from Matthew) but which has been 
lost. Like Mark’s, Matthew’s Gospel was written in 
Greek although the text reveals words and phrases 
which were probably translated from Aramaic (the 
language spoken by Jesus) and Hebrew. It is thought 
to have been written in Palestine or Southern Syria 
where there were large communities of both Jews and 
Gentiles living together. The date of composition is 
usually placed around 85-90 AD, after the destruction 
of Jerusalem (70 AD) and during the crisis which the 
destruction of the Temple caused for the Jewish 
religion and nation.  
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How does Matthew structure his Gospel? 
 
Different experts see different structures in Matthew’s 
Gospel. The one I prefer shows how “Matthew” built 
his Gospel very carefully in a kind of symmetry, 
alternating between telling us events (narrative) and 
sayings of Jesus (sermon). For example, Chapters 1-2 
on the birth and beginnings of Jesus are mirrored in 
Chapters 26-28 which deal with the death and rebirth 
(resurrection) of Jesus. As you move through the 
Gospel, the same mirroring of themes take place. In 
the centre, chapter 13, there are seven parables on the 
Kingdom of heaven. The centre of the symmetry is 
thus the Kingdom, but of course the Kingdom only 
comes in and through Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Here is the structure: 
 

Chapters Type of Text Theme 
1-4 Narrative Birth and beginnings 
5-7 Sermon Beatitudes; entering the 

Kingdom 
8-9 Narrative Authority and invitation 
10 Sermon Mission discourse 
11-12 Narrative Rejection by this generation 
13 Sermon Parables of the Kingdom 
14-17 Narrative Acknowledgement by 

disciples 
18 Sermon Community discourse 
19-22 Narrative Authority and invitation 
23-25 Sermon Woes; coming of the 

Kingdom 
26-28 Narrative Death and rebirth 

 
Each of these eleven sections can be further 
subdivided. For example, chapters 5-7 have: a) an 
Introduction (4:23-5:2); b) the “Exordium” (i.e. the 
start of a speech) (5:3-16); c) the New Ethic, its basis in 
law and its development by Jesus (5:17-48); d) 
Reformation of Works of Piety (6:1-18); e) Further 
Instructions (6:19-7:12); and f) Conclusion (7:13-27).  
 
What is Matthew’s Theology (i.e. faith seeking understanding)? 
 
Matthew’s Gospel has a double focus: Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God, and the nearness of the 
Kingdom of God which Jesus proclaims. These two 
elements can’t be separated. They are especially close 
at the beginning of the Gospel (where Jesus is shown 
as the royal Son of God and Immanuel, God with us) 
and at the end (where Jesus is given all authority over 
the Kingdom of God in heaven and on earth). 
 
The use of the title Son of God in this Gospel is 
especially important and occurs at key points: Jesus’ 
baptism, Peter’s (i.e. the Church’s) confession of faith, 

the Transfiguration and the trial and Cross of Jesus. 
The title Son of David shows Jesus to be the new 
Solomon, Wisdom incarnate. Then there is the title 
Son of Man which identifies Jesus as the royal judge 
with this title who is prophesied by Daniel. 
 
The Kingdom of God is the great object of hope, prayer 
and proclamation and unifies the entire Gospel, 
especially in the five great sermons (see the table 
opposite). It contains God’s final and ultimate promise 
of salvation for redeemed humanity, “on earth as in 
heaven”, in time and in eternity, socially and 
politically as well as personally. Because of the 
Kingdom’s moral demands, justice is a special 
emphasis in Matthew. But Matthew sees justice as our 
response of obedience to the will of the Father, not as 
the arbitrary dispositions of men. Hence the emphasis 
on the Ten Commandments which articulate the 
great commandments of love of God and neighbour. 
 
Two other important themes in Matthew are his 
explicit concern for the Church and his special use of the 
Old Testament. He sees the Church community as 
having clear guidelines (e.g. authorization for 
decision-making and conflict resolution, concern for 
those straying and the little ones, etc.) and 
authoritative leaders (e.g. the apostles with Peter at 
their head, who share the authority of Christ himself). 
Matthew has no illusions about the Church. Power is 
necessary but dangerous, so leaders need humility. 
Anyone can fall, including Peter; teachers can be false. 
The Church is a mix of saints and sinners. Still, the 
Church is called to a worldwide mission. God remains 
with his people through Christ until the end of time. 
 
“God with his people” is a phrase which was used in 
the Old Testament to express God’s covenant with his 
people. That’s why Matthew’s Gospel uses the name 
Immanuel right at the start (“God is with us”) and has 
Jesus say right at the end, “Behold, I am with you 
always.” Matthew also includes a dozen or so quotes 
from the Old Testament in his Gospel to show how 
Jesus did not come to destroy but to fulfil the 
prophecies and law of old. 
 
Matthew’s Gospel opens the believer to great hope in 
God’s plan of salvation right from the beginning of 
Jewish history to the end of human history. That hope 
is made effective by the death and resurrection of 
Jesus who thus has brought very near the Kingdom of 
God. Whoever believes in Him as the Son of the living 
God and does the will of the heavenly Father will 
come to know that will not as a series of “do’s and 
don’ts.” Rather, he will understand it as a deep inner 
union with the childlike obedience of Jesus in and 
through the Church built on Peter’s faith.      Fr. Peter 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

 
 

One day, Jesus asked his disciples this 
question: who do people think I am? They 
told Jesus that some people thought he was 
a famous person from the past that had 
come back to life.  

Then, Jesus asked them: who do you 
say I am?  Simon Peter said: Jesus, you are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 This made Jesus very happy for two 
reasons. First, Simon Peter had answered 
correctly. Second, Simon Peter was only able 
to say that because God the Father had 
inspired him to say it. So, in response, Jesus 
said some lovely things to Simon Peter. 
 First, he called him blessed by the 
Father. Second, he told Peter that 
everybody else who would believe in Jesus 
had to have faith like Peter’s. Third, he gave 
Peter the keys to heaven. That was a big 
honour and a big job! It’s the job which Pope 
Francis has today. We call him the 
Successor of Saint Peter. 

Things to think about and do: 
 
1. If the teacher goes out of the 

classroom, you can have great fun! But 
you get nothing done and everything’s 
soon a mess. So, we need someone to take 
charge, to keep order. 

2. In the Church across the whole world, it 
is the Pope’s task to keep us in order but 
he has to do it like a shepherd looking 
after his sheep. In the picture of St. 
Peter above, the keys to heaven are in his 
hand but along with a shepherd’s crook. 

3. In the book he’s holding, the words 
written there mean, “Feed my lambs, 
feed my sheep, look after my sheep.” 
Jesus said those words to Peter so that 
he would love everyone in the Church. 

4. Ask St. Peter to pray for Pope Francis 
that he will always be a loving shepherd. 
Ask Jesus to give Pope Francis today a 
special sign of his love for him. 


