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28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Sat, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
17/8: Prayers of Mass for 
the Family 

Week 20, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

18/8: Prayers of Mass for 
the Sick 

Week 20, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

19/8: St. John Eudes, 
Priest (d. 1680) 

Week 20, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

20/8: St. Bernard, Abbot 
(d. 1153) 

Week 20, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

21/8: Pope Saint Pius X, 
(d. 1914) 

Week 20, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

22/8: Our Lady, Mother 
and Queen 

Week 20, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: blue 

23/8: 21st Ordinary 
Sunday 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 15 August, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 16 August, 10am Michael & Ella Hughes, A 
Sun 16 August, 12.15pm John McLaughlin, RD 
Mon 17 August, 10am Kenneth McComish, D 
Tues 18 August, 10am Jean Kennedy, A 
Wed 19 August, 10am Billy Brennan, RD 
Thurs 20 August 10am Tom Rutherford, D 
Fri 21 August, 10am Susanne Dempsey, RD 
Sat 22 August, 10am William Norquay, A 
Sat 22 August, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 23 August, 10am Janet Fraile, A 
Sun 23 August, 12.15pm Alistair Murphy, S 
RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 

Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Jessie Barr, 
Eileen Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie, Sr, John Gunn, Sadie Shovelin, 
Eithne Brown. Anniversary: Jean Kennedy, Dawn 
Shona MacMillan. 
 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: … 

 
NOTICES 

 
FOR THE FAMILY: On Monday 17th August, we will 
use the prayers for the Mass for the Family. With schools 
going back, with the concerns we have for our families 
due to Covid-19 and with all the other challenges our 
families face in our time, let’s offer our prayers to the 
Lord to protect, strengthen and bless our families. 
 
FOR THE SICK: On Tuesday 18th August, we will use 
the prayers for the Mass for the Sick. Our parishes do 
have an “official” list of sick people, but I suspect there 
are many more who suffer from illnesses of one kind or 
another (physical, spiritual, moral and psychological). 
Let’s pray for all of the sick on Tuesday, for their healing, 
for their endurance, for their peace and for the faith to 
unite their sufferings with the Crucified Lord. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with the full homily for the day. Ecumenical 
prayer recitation at 7pm. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
APPEAL, BEIRUT EXPLOSION: I invite everyone to 
respond as generously as possible to the appeal I would 
like to make to help the poor folk of Beirut who have 
been devastated by the massive explosion that took place 
there a few days ago. My proposal would be to keep the 
appeal going for two more weeks (16th & 23rd August) 
since that would allow different people who come to 
Mass across that period to make their contributions. 
Sanitised Gift Aid envelopes will be made available for 
those who wish. Please just ask a steward if you want one. 



SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 16th AUGUST 2020 
 
You will need to bring your own pen to fill out your 
details on the envelope once you are seated in your 
assigned place. Your ordinary collection contributions 
should be made as you enter the church; the Beirut 
collection will be an exit collection. If anyone prefers to 
make a contribution via the bank, please phone the 
parish secretary, Mrs. Karen Govaerts, on 01475 
740019, ext. 7. I suggest you ask the bank just to name 
your contribution “Beirut.” Contributions can also be 
popped into an envelope and put through the letterbox 
of the parish house. I will join the amounts received from 
both parishes into one lump sum. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 

 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER 

7pm, Sunday, 16th August 
 
Faithful God, You have called us to be the people of 
God. We thank you that your calling remains and 
abides. Make us faithful to your calling at this present 
time. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, You are the God who makes a covenant 
with your people. We thank you that you remember us 
even when we forget you. Remember us today and all 
who journey in hard places. Lord, in your mercy, Hear 
our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, Your gifts to us are many and without 
number. We thank you for the gift of life and the gift 
renewed through Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Faithful God, You are merciful and gracious and you 
abound in steadfast love. When all around us seems to 
shift and uncertainty prevails, we search for you and 
discover again that you are ever present. Lord, in your 
mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, You are the God who breaks down the 
dividing wall and makes us one in Christ Jesus. Grant to 
us the strength to overcome division and renew our 
common life. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive 
days beginning on whatever day you choose. The Novena can then 
be repeated as long as necessary. 

 
O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 
while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 
O loving Mother, 

you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 
 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 
the divine Physician, 

for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

We fly to thy patronage,  
O most Holy Mother of God. 

Despise not our prayers in our necessities 
But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O most Glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

____ 
 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
 

Now that we have seen where the Bible comes from, 
what its parts are and what kinds of books are in it, 
let’s take a look in the coming four weeks at what we 
have called the most important books in the Bible, the 
Gospels. Since the Gospel is the key to understanding 
the whole Bible, it is wise to get to know each of the 
four Gospels a bit more closely. The information 
given in these short articles is limited: it’s up to you to 
pick the Gospels up and read them with an attentive 
and intelligent faith. 
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Who actually wrote Mark’s Gospel? Where? When?  
 
It is unlikely that the material in “Mark’s” Gospel all 
came from someone called Mark. An editor or group 
of editors probably gathered various oral and written 
traditions and put them to writing. Mark, who was a 
co-worker of St. Peter, edited these and his own 
material into a final form that we now recognise as the 
Gospel according to St Mark.  This Gospel, written in 
Greek, was probably written in Rome (it contains 
words borrowed from Latin) and all indications are 
that it was written before 70 AD (the year Jerusalem 
was destroyed, something not mentioned in Mark). 
 
How does Mark structure his Gospel? 
 
The Gospels are not randomly thrown together, but 
are very carefully laid out to  lead the reader to faith 
in Jesus. Mark uses two keys to structure his Gospel: 
1) he maps out the geography of Jesus’ ministry, i.e. 
where it started (Galilee) and where it ended 
(Jerusalem); and 2) he shows how the authority of Jesus 
(i.e. his divinity) gradually asserts itself as the Gospel 
reaches its climax in his Death, Resurrection and 
Ascension. The table below gives an idea of Mark’s 
structure: 

Theme Chapter & Verse 
I] Prologue 1:1-15  
II] Jesus’ authority is first revealed 
in Galilee 

1:16 - 3:6 

III] Jesus is rejected in Galilee 3:7 - 6:6 
IV] Jesus is misunderstood by his 
disciples in Galilee and beyond 

6:7 – 8:21 

V] Jesus instructs his disciples on 
the way to Jerusalem 

8:22 – 10:52 

VI] First part of Passion Week in 
Jerusalem 

11:1 – 13:37 

VII] Jesus’ Death in Jerusalem, 
Resurrection and Ascension 

14:1 – 16:20 

 
Each of these seven sections can be further 
subdivided. For example, section II can be divided 
into: a) the call of the first disciples (1:16-20); b) the 
eventful day in Capernaum (1:21-45); and c) five 
conflict stories (2:1-3:6). The main divisions and 
subdivisions all aim at drawing the reader or hearer of 
the Gospel into faith and a deeper understanding of 
Jesus. We call this understanding which comes from 
faith “theology.”  
 
What is Mark’s Theology? 
 
The main theme is the Kingdom of God. Already in 
the Prologue, Jesus proclaims the Kingdom: “The 
time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God has drawn 
near. Repent and believe in the Good News.” To the 

Jews at that time, the Kingdom of God meant the final 
and public manifestation of God’s dominion at the 
end of history, and its recognition and acceptance by 
all creation. So, in those words spoken by Jesus, that 
final phase of history has begun with his arrival, even 
though it is still mainly hidden. 
 
Much of Jesus’ teaching, e.g. the parables about the 
Kingdom of God, aims at explaining to those who 
want to listen what the Kingdom is like, and so help 
to prepare them for its coming. It is with reference to 
the Kingdom that Jesus gradually reveals who he is to 
those who believe in him (we call the understanding 
of the person of Jesus in the light of faith in him 
“Christology”, the knowledge or study of Christ). Our 
response to him, our discipleship of him is, in Mark’s 
teaching, likewise related to the Kingdom, since the 
Kingdom is coming and has come in Jesus. 
 
The greatest parable of the Kingdom is Jesus himself. 
To watch and observe and imitate him is to allow the 
Kingdom to grow and develop in us. Mark recounts a 
big number of exorcisms and miracles by Jesus, and 
clearly was deeply impressed by Jesus the “wonder-
worker.” But the climax of this Gospel, as of the other 
three, is the crucifixion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Without this, the miracles make little sense and 
would only be the passing kindnesses of a good man, 
however holy. The true miracle is our deliverance 
from death. The true exorcism is the casting out of sin. 
 
Mark uses a number of titles to identify Jesus. Each of 
them has its roots in the history of the Jewish faith. All 
of them point to that person foretold long ago as the 
One who would fulfil all of Israel’s hopes. Since all of 
these titles find their completion in Christ, they are 
called “Christological titles.” For example: Messiah, 
Son of God, Son of Man, Lord, Son of David. By 
using these titles throughout the Gospel, Mark is 
preparing the reader or hearer to believe in Jesus as 
God. Mark shows that Jesus was careful during his 
public ministry to avoid premature claims to be the 
Messiah. Many in Israel sought a political Messiah. 
Jesus was not that. His messiahship was revealed in his 
Passion, Death and Resurrection. 
 
To respond to Jesus is to become his disciple. Mark 
portrays discipleship as “being with” Jesus and as 
sharing in his mission of preaching and healing. 
Discipleship is a journey, often beginning with 
enthusiasm but affected, too, by weakness and 
failures. Mark is very realistic in his depiction of the 
disciples, but gives the last word to the mercy of Jesus 
who patiently gives those who wish it a second chance, 
Fidelity needs both grace and freedom. Only Jesus is 
perfect.               Fr. Peter 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
After Mary knows she is going to have Jesus 
as her child, she goes and visits her cousin 
Elizabeth who is also with child. That’s the 
two mothers in the picture.  

The Gospel tells us that Elizabeth hears 
Mary calling her before she sees her coming. 
When she hears Mary’s voice, Elizabeth’s 
child jumps in her tummy. What that means 
is that her child, who will be called John, 
knew that Mary was carrying Jesus and felt 
very happy. 

Elizabeth was delighted, too, and said it 
was a great honour that Mary, the Mother 
of the Lord Jesus, had come to see her. 

Mary responds by saying, or maybe by 
singing, a song of praise to God for his 
goodness to her. Mary realises that 
becoming the Mother of Jesus would lead all 
people to honour her, like Elizabeth did. 

Think today of how many people pray to 
Mary, asking for her help. As Catholics, we 
believe that when Mary died at the end of 
her life, God took her body straight to 
heaven. We call that “the Assumption.” She 

is there now listening to our prayers and 
asking Jesus to help us. 
 
Things to think about: 
 
1. God wants us to welcome every child with 

joy. Every child is God’s child. 
2. When we meet other people, it is good to 

be friendly and cheerful. Do you do that? 
3. You are a gift from God to your mum and 

dad. Ask them if they thank God for you. 
4. Sometimes a mum or a dad, or both, 

forget that their child is a gift from God. 
Even if that happens, that child is still 
deeply and dearly loved by God. 

5. St. Joseph in that picture is there with 
Mary. He is the foster-father of Jesus. 
He’s also a foster-father of any boy or 
girl whose dad is not with them for some 
reason. It’s good to talk to Joseph! 

6. Mary got the very special gift of going to 
heaven in her body after she died. It is 
our hope, too, that on the last day, the 
same will happen to us and all we love! 


