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SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Sat, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation and live-streamed. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
10/8: Feast of St. 
Laurence, Deacon & 
Martyr (d. 258) 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

11/8: St. Clare, Virgin 
(d. 1253) 

Week 19, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

12/8: St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal, Religious (d. 
1641) 

Week 19, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

13/8: SS. Pontian, Pope, 
& Hippolytus, Priest, 
Martyrs (d. 235) 

Week 19, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

14/8: St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, Priest & Martyr 
(d. 1941) 

Week 19, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

15/8: Our Lady on 
Saturday 

Week 19, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: blue 

16/8: Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 8 August, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 9 August, 10am Tom Rutherford, RD 
Sun 9 August, 12.15pm Fr. Richard Rodgers, RD 
Mon 10 August, 10am Tom Rutherford, RD 
Tues 11 August, 10am Johnny Bilchak, S 
Wed 12 August, 10am Melanie Farrell, RD 
Thurs 13 August 10am Marco Zappia, RD 
Fri 14 August, 10am Special Intention 
Sat 15 August, 10am Susanne Dempsey, RD 
Sat 15 August, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 16 August, 10am Michael & Ella Hughes, A 
Sun 16 August, 12.15pm John McLaughlin, RD 
RD = Recently Deceased; D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, 
Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez 
Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben 
Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Jessie Barr, 
Eileen Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally, Benet Brodie, Sr, John Gunn. Recently 
Deceased: Fr. Gilmour Ommer, Melanie Farrell, 
Marco Zappia.  
 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: Bridie and Jim 
Lamont, Golden Wedding (8th August). 

 
NOTICES 

 
ASSUMPTION: Since the 15th August falls on a 
Saturday this year, the Solemnity of the Assumption 
which would have been a holiday of obligation, is moved 
to the Sunday. 
 
SERVICE OF THE WORD: Sunday, 6.30pm (live-
streamed) with the full homily for the day. Ecumenical 
prayer recitation at 7pm. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
APPEAL: BEIRUT EXPLOSION: I invite everyone to 
respond as generously as possible to the appeal I would 
like to make to help the poor folk of Beirut who have 
been devastated by the massive explosion that took place 
there a few days ago. My proposal would be to keep the 
appeal going for three weeks (9th, 16th & 23rd August) 
since that would allow different people who come to 
Mass across that period to make their contributions. 
Sanitised Gift Aid envelopes will be made available for 
those who wish. Please just ask a steward if you want one. 
You will need to bring your own pen to fill out your 
details on the envelope once you are seated in your 
assigned place. Your ordinary collection contributions 
should be made as you enter the church; the Beirut 
collection will be an exit collection. If anyone prefers to 
make a contribution via the bank, please phone the 
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parish secretary, Mrs. Karen Govaerts, on 01475 
740019, ext. 7. I suggest you ask the bank just to name 
your contribution “Beirut.” Contributions can also be 
popped into an envelope and put through the letterbox 
of the parish house. I will join the amounts received from 
both parishes into one lump sum. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 

ECUMENICAL PRAYER 
7pm, Sunday, 9th August 

 
Lord, you are our Creator and our Maker. 
We are fashioned in your image 
And all that we are is known to you. 
Hear us as we cry out and respond to us in our time of 
need. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, your Word has become flesh and lived among us 
Full of grace and truth. 
As the living Word comes, we respond with open hearts 
And ask that you will meet us in the place where we are 
today. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, you see all that takes place around us 
And nothing is hidden from your sight. 
You see waves that batter us and the storm that seems 
unceasing. 
Come to us in response to the depth of our need. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, your presence is revealed in the life of your Son. 
He knows us as we are and even now he prays for us. 
May he hear us when we are anxious 
And respond when we are afraid. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, you inspire in us faith 
And yet we confess that our faith is weak. 
Hear us when we cry: “Lord, save me!” 
And in response reach out your hand to all who cry to 
you today. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive 
days beginning on whatever day you choose. The Novena can then 
be repeated as long as necessary. 

 
O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 
while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 
O loving Mother, 

you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 
 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 
the divine Physician, 

for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

We fly to thy patronage,  
O most Holy Mother of God. 

Despise not our prayers in our necessities 
But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O most Glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

____ 
 
THE BIBLE LIBRARY: TYPES OF BOOK (III) 

 
We saw last week that a Gospel contains the Good 
News or message of salvation of Jesus Christ. At its 
core, though, that message actually is Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel is only a message or a written text because 
it comes from the person of Jesus and fulfils its task by 
bringing us to the believing encounter with Jesus 
Christ. It is not in the end the message which saves 
but the divine and human Messenger, the Son of God 
and the Son of Mary. 
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From that it follows that the Gospel is not only the 
chief type of book of the New Testament, but of the 
whole Bible. The entire Sacred Scriptures lead to and 
from the Gospel and can only be fully understood 
from the perspective of the Gospel, that is, of Christ. 
 
But what, then, is the most important part of the 
Gospel? It is the passion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus (we also call this the “paschal mystery” of Jesus). 
This only makes sense, for if the Gospel is the message 
of salvation which is both in Jesus and is Jesus, then its 
centre must be the Jesus who performed these deeds which 
brought about that salvation. It is He who demands 
more than anything else our act of trusting and loving 
faith. Again, it is not merely the words on the page of 
the Gospel about the passion, death and resurrection 
of Jesus which save us, but the very Jesus Himself who 
suffered, died and rose for us. 
 
If the entire Old Testament points to Jesus and his 
paschal mystery, then the paschal mystery throws its 
light back upon the Old Testament for us to 
understand its full meaning and impact. For example, 
the wonders God performed at the exodus are seen in 
the light of Jesus to be a sign and symbol of the true 
exodus: not the political liberation of a people from a 
human tyrant, but the liberation of humanity from the 
tyranny of sin and death.  
 
But just as the Gospel throws its powerful light 
backwards to help us interpret properly how God 
prepared the world to receive its Redeemer in the 
incarnate Son of God, all the more so does it cast its 
light forwards. All the other writings of the New 
Testament are born from the witness which the 
Apostles had of Jesus and then gave of Jesus. Indeed, 
the Gospel, fleshed out by a fuller understanding of 
the Old Testament and by the other writings of the 
New Testament, continues to shed its light across the 
ages in the life of the Gospel Community, the Church. 
Whether it be in the teaching of the Successors of the 
Apostles, the Bishops, or in the lives of the saints and 
martyrs, or in the spiritual lives of individual members 
of the Church of the past two millennia, the Gospel 
continues to give light and life. Through the Church, 
that light and life spill over, so to speak, into the world 
and confer upon it the saving truth and grace of Jesus. 
 
Let us now look briefly at the other types of book in 
the New Testament. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles record how the Apostles, having 
received the Spirit of Pentecost, preached the Good 
News of Jesus to the known world of their time. Jesus 
himself had given them this Great Commission and 
had told them to wait until the Paraclete would clothe 

them with power from on high to be able to fulfil it. 
Their preaching is done without human respect. They 
preach whether it is welcome or unwelcome. If you 
read the Acts of the Apostles you see that they had 
great “success”, including when they were rejected 
and even suffered violence. They considered 
humiliation for Christ’s sake as a joy and privilege. 
They won over conversions to Christianity by the 
thousands, they performed miracles like Jesus, they 
testified in private homes and before kings and 
governors. So, the Acts of the Apostles record selected 
activities, mainly of SS. Peter and Paul, and present 
them to the Church of all ages as a model of how the 
Church should be on mission and reaching out to the 
world to bring Christ to it and it to Christ. 
 
A major part of the New Testament consists of letters 
written by Apostles to local Church communities with 
which they had some connection. The connection 
would usually have been that an apostle visited the 
community on one or more occasions. There are 21 
such letters in the New Testament. As with the 
Gospels (and indeed the “Acts” attributed to this or 
that apostle) there are a number of apocryphal letters 
(that is, excluded by the authority of the Church from 
the New Testament because not deemed as having 
been inspired by the Holy Spirit). 
 
The letters deal mainly with issues of faith, explaining 
or expounding them further, or with matters of 
morality in the community. They contain some 
elements of church discipline (forerunner to canon 
law!) and incorporate some beautiful hymns that were 
probably used from the earliest times when people 
met for the “breaking of the bread”, i.e. Mass. In most 
good Bibles, you will find an introduction to these 
letters to help you understand the context which 
occasioned their writing, as well as a rough outline of 
their structure and main themes. The letters are a 
powerful testimony to just how alive the Church was 
in the aftermath of Christ’s ascension, a vitality due to 
the power of the Spirit in the Apostles and in the local 
Church communities themselves. 
 
Finally, there is the Book of Revelation or of the 
Apocalypse, written by St. John. This type of literature 
is a form of prophecy, i.e. it reveals the mind of God 
about certain things that would otherwise be 
unknown. The author has visions from God which are 
often heavily symbolic, at times leaving things obscure 
or open to different interpretations at different times 
of history. St. John’s Book of Revelation concludes 
with the Second Coming of Christ, but the struggle it 
portrays between the Church and the world would 
applicable to every period of history.  
                     Fr. Peter 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
 
In today’s Gospel, the disciples are in a boat 
rowing. Jesus is not with them. He is back on 
land. He is praying up in the hills.  

It’s night time and it gets really stormy. 
The wind makes the sea rough and the 
disciples find it tough try to row ahead. 
Jesus sees what’s happening from the hill.  

When he has finished praying (about 3 
o’clock in the morning!), he walks on the 
water towards the boat. When the disciples 
see him they get a big fright. They even 
think Jesus is a ghost. 

But Jesus calls out to them and tells 
them not to be scared: “It’s just me!” Peter 
asks if he can get in and walk on the water, 
too, and Jesus says yes. 

Peter gets out of the boat. He is walking 
on the water okay, but he takes his eye off 
Jesus. When that happens, he starts 
sinking. He cries out to Jesus and Jesus 
grabs him by the hand and helps him up. 

 

 
They walk back together to the boat and 

the storm dies down. The disciples are full 
of awe at what Jesus just did and said, 
“Truly, you are the Son of God.” 

 
Get a basin and half-fill it with water. See if 
you can stand on the water, not in it! Do you 
think it would be any easier if it was the 
bath? What about the Clyde?! 
 
Jesus was able to walk on water. What does 
that tell us about him?  
 
Here’s a harder one to answer: Peter also 
walks on the water but does that make him 
the same as Jesus? If not, why not? 
 
Remember, Jesus is with us in every storm! 
 
(Answers to last week’s puzzle: 1-b; 2-b; 3-
c; 4-c; 5-b; 6-c) 


