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Dear Sisters and Brothers 
  
We have, thank God, now had three Sundays with a congregation present at Mass. It has been a great 
joy for me to have you back! A number of you have likewise expressed to me your deep satisfaction 
at being able to participate once more in the Holy Eucharist. Praised be God! 
 
In terms of the mechanics of getting everyone in and out safely from the church, in as orderly and 
swiftly a way as possible, the Parish Coordination Team for this purpose is constantly reviewing its 
procedures and tweaking anything which requires it. No system is perfect, of course, and so we also 
depend on your constructive feedback to ensure as efficient a process as possible. 
 
Should you wish to make any suggestions, I remind you to email us at largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, 
and someone from the Parish Coordination Team will respond to you.  
 
We must all be aware that good ideas and preferences which we would have, and which would be 
perfectly feasible in the “old normal” circumstances, cannot always be followed in the “new normal.” 
So, it may be that the Team cannot accommodate every suggestion that is made.  
 
We can only hope that, in some weeks’ time, if and when we move into Phase 4 of coming out of the 
lockdown, then we will be able to get back to how things were before. 
 
This past 31 July, the Scottish Government Phase 3 guidance for the safe use of places of worship was 
updated to include recent changes in shielding advice. It deals mainly with certain groups of people at 
higher risk of developing severe illness from Covid-19. I quote from an email sent to me by our 
Diocesan Co-ordinator in these matters: 

 
“Due to the low levels of infection, people in this higher risk group are now able 
to follow the same advice as the wider public. When they do go out they are advised 
to take particular care to minimise contact with others outside their household. 
   
Anyone who was shielding can still access government advice on this how to keep 
themselves safe. 
  
It is recommended that places of worship continue to stream worship or prayer 
services to continue to reach those individuals who are self-isolating or at higher risk 
of developing severe illness from COVID-19.” 

 
I have put on the home page of the parish website the link to read the full version of the revised 
guidance.  
 
Guidance on those who fall into this category can be found on the NHS website. I have also put the 
link to that on our parish website. 
 
I want to continue to reassure everyone that the church is “fogged” with disinfectant before and after 
the 6pm Vigil Mass and after the 10am Mass on Sunday. The church is also ventilated during the 
fogging procedure. 



All utensils used by myself at the altar, I sanitise personally before Mass. I have also put away the 
liturgical books and use only my iPad, thoroughly sanitised each time, for the texts of the Mass. 
 
Any time there may be a funeral, please remember that, for now, only up to 20 persons may be 
present. For this reason, we will invite the immediate family to name those who will attend. Each 
person’s contact details must also be provided for the purposes of test and trace. Volunteers from the 
Parish Coordination Team will be on hand to steward those in attendance, and to ensure that the full 
sanitisation of the church takes place. In this way, there should be no anxiety among parishioners who 
come to church the following weekend that the church might be contaminated. 
 
In closing this bulletin, and in light of the experience of these last three weekends, allow me to 
emphasize again a few points for everyone’s observance: 
 
 
v You must wear a mask, or other face-covering, as you enter the church and you must keep it on 

until you leave, except for the moment of consuming the sacred Host; 
 

v For fairness’s sake and in order to ensure that we have the personal details of those in attendance 
for test and trace purposes, you must book a place for Mass using exclusively the dedicated 
telephone number (07398 109094) and following the other conditions already explained in prior 
bulletins and on the homepage of the parish website; 

 
v Please remember that the church is open for access 20 minutes before Mass commences, with 

everyone being seated by 5 minutes to the hour; 
 

v It has to be emphasized for the sake of order and decorum that there can be no entry into the 
church after 6pm on Saturday or after 10am on Sunday. 

 
 
Remember that if anyone wants to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, he/she need only phone 
the parish 740019 (extension 8) or drop me an email on peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk and 
we can arrange a safe and mutually convenient time to celebrate this wonder of God’s grace.  
 
For the Sacrament of the Sick, I am happy to come out to those whose health takes a serious turn for 
the worse (whatever the reason) or to those whom the Lord may soon be calling home. Masks and 
gloves will need to be worn, but the Holy Spirit is not hampered by these! 
 
Wishing one and all as pleasant a week as weather and Covid-19 allow, please be assured of my 
ongoing prayers for you.  
 
Christ’s love and consolation be with you all. 
 
Mgr. Peter Magee, PP 


