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Readings and Hymns

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a man who sowed good seed in his field.
While everybody was asleep his enemy came,
sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off.
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened,
the darnel appeared as well”

(Matthew 13: 24-25)



ROOTS AND SHOOTS

No matter how good an education or upbringing we recewe, we will make our mistakes
— sometimes catastrophic ones. But, be careful. One thing s a mistake, something done
wmadvertently. Another is a sin, done deliberately. Sin is the real catastrophe.

One of our baptismal promises is to reject sin and the fascination of evil, and that’s
because the tendency to sin s rooted in our fallen human nature. But so is the tendency
to good, to love, to self-sacrifice. Our fallen nature 1s not for all that destroyed: 1t still
retains the image of God within, even if our likeness to Him 1s marred.

As life proceeds, our choices both small and great will take shape along the tracks of the
values we hold. Sometimes, despite maybe holding high values, we will choose something
evil. Depending on how important the decision and how evil the thing we choose we may
discover that we have allowed wnto our minds and hearts what s neither good for
ourselves nor pleasing to God. And 1t’s the old story: i1t’s always easier to do wrong the
second ... and the third ... and the .... time.

At the same time, though, we will probably also have made important decisions in love
and generosity for God and neighbour. ‘T hey’re not so easy to do the second and the third
time, but the good in us — and there 1s great good in all of us — can inspire us to persevere.

So, we are a mixed bag. One minute we are ready to die for Christ, the next we don’t
want to see Him. One minute the things of the spuritual Lfe fill us with joy and
imsprration, the next they fill us with boredom and even contempt.

We all have the darnel or weeds, and we all have the wheat within. Thewr roots are
badly entangled. Our very energy for good can become our energy for evil. Wath the same
lips with which we praise God, we curse our neighbour.

The Lord knows it. He can see right through every twist and turn of the entangled roots
of good and evil within us. But he 1s patient. He sees not only the roots but also the
shoots, the beautiful flowers and grain that will eventually blossom out from within us
when our end arrwes. So, we need to be patient with our tendency to evil, too. Not a
patience of resignation, but a patience of gradual effort to invest all our energies in the
good roots we know to be there and to implore the mercy of the Lord upon the weeds
within. In hus good time, our harvest will come and, with it, only pure roots and shoots.
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Due to Covid-19, there will be no singing at Mass

The Gloria is omitted

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading Romans 8:26-27

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose
words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a
way that could never be put into words, and God who knows everything
in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of
the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God.

Responsorial Psalm 85(86):5-6,9-10,15-16

O Lord, you are good and forgiving.

Gospel Matthew 13:24-30

Jesus put another parable before the crowds: “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat,
and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel
appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it
not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel
come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants
said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because
when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it. Let
them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the
reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then
gather the wheat into my barn.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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The Creed is omutted

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer
The pledge of the eternal Passover

It 1s truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For 1n you we live and move and have our being,
and while in this body
we not only experience the daily effects of your care,
but even now possess the pledge of life eternal.

For, having received the first fruits of the Spirit,
through whom you raised up Jesus from the dead,
we hope for an everlasting share in the Paschal Mystery.

And so, with all the Angels, we praise you,
as in joytul celebration we acclaim: ...

Communion Antiphon
(to be recited privately)

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me,
I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.



