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SAINT MARY, STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Holy Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Sat, 
10am. All Masses live-streamed. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm (not live-streamed) 
Weekday Masses are all without a congregation. 

 
WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
20/7: St. Apollinaris, 
Bishop & Martyr (d. late 
2nd century) 

Week 16, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

21/7: St. Laurence of 
Brindisi, Priest & Doctor 
(d. 1619) 

Week 16, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

22/7: Feast of St. 
Mary Magdalene 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

23/7: Feast of St. 
Bridget of Sweden, 
Patroness of Europe 
(d. 1373) 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

24/7: St. Charbel 
Makhlouf, Priest (d. 
1898) 

Week 15, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

25/7: Feast of St. 
James, Apostle 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

26/7: 17th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 18 July, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 19 July, 10am Marion McDermott, D* 
Sun 19 July, 12.15pm Mgr. Thomas Wynne, D 
Mon 20 July, 10am R & V Galbraith, SI* 
Tues 21 July, 10am Joseph Donnelly, S* 
Wed 22 July, 10am Isabella McInally, S 
Thurs 23 July, 10am Anne Marie Thorpe, D 
Fri 24 July, 10am George Galbraith, D 
Sat 25 July, 10am Patrick McGinty, D 
Sat 25 July, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 26 July, 10am Jim McMahon, D 
Sun 26 July, 12.15pm Mgr. Brian Halloran, D 

*D = Deceased; S = Sick; SI = Special Intention 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis 
Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 
Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin 
Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, 
Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 
Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Jessie Barr, 
Eileen Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy, Isabella 
McInally. Anniversary of Death: Ellen McSwiggan. 
 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: … 

 
NOTICES 

 
RESUMPTION OF MASS WITH THE PEOPLE 
PRESENT: It was on 19th March, Solemnity of St. 
Joseph, that I celebrated my last Mass with parishioners 
present (it was on Thursday and in Millport). So, it is 4 
months to the day that the Lord is gathering us together 
once more to celebrate the great Mystery of Faith and 
Love. Even if you are not able to be among the 
congregation this Sunday (or Saturday evening, which is 
liturgically part of Sunday), I hope and pray that a great 
collective prayer of gratitude will still rise from us all to 
our merciful Lord. As the Mass puts it: “Lift up your 
hearts! We lift them up to the Lord!” 
 
UNDER CONSTANT REVIEW: The situation in 
which we find ourselves is a fluid one. So, the measures 
put in place for this Sunday may need to be changed if 
things deteriorate, improve or if new advice is given by 
the authorities. It will need a lot of patience! Likewise, 
since all this is new, the arrangements which we have put 
in place in both parishes might require to be tweaked in 
the light of snagging or if things can be done better. I 
advise everyone who can to keep an eye on our social 
media (website, Twitter, Facebook) for any changes 
announced. Of your charity, please also pass on updates 
to those around you who may not be literate in the social 
media. 
 
WEEKDAY MASS: For now, weekday Mass will 
remain without a congregation and be live-streamed. In 
coming weeks, this will also be reviewed. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD: At all Sunday Masses, I 
will only give a very brief homily (O, ye of little faith!!). 
However, for any who wish, at 6.30pm on Sundays, 
beginning this Sunday, I will live-stream a Liturgy of the 
Word (no-one present), reading again whichever 
reading I had based my homily on, and then proceed to 
give a sermon. At 7pm, we can recite the Ecumenical 
Prayer as in previous weeks. 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISH FESTIVAL 2020: As announced verbally last 
week, the Festival is cancelled for this year. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 
26th July. Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 

ECUMENICAL PRAYER 
7pm, Sunday, 19th July 

 
We praise you, living God 
And cry: ‘Abba’, Father! 
For you are the One who creates life 
And loves all that your hand has made. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you, living Christ 
And confess that Jesus is Lord! 
For you are the crucified and risen One 
Through whom we have peace with God. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you, Spirit of the living God 
And thank you that we are adopted as children of God. 
For you are the One who shares in all our struggles 
And inspires in us hope. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
And worship and glorify your name. 
We cry: ‘Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 
might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.’ 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive 
days beginning on whatever day you choose. The Novena can then 
be repeated as long as necessary. 

 
O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 
while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 
O loving Mother, 

you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 
 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 
the divine Physician, 

for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
We fly to thy patronage,  

O most Holy Mother of God. 
Despise not our prayers in our necessities 

But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O most Glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

____ 
 

 
THE BIBLE LIBRARY: ITS BOOKS 

 
Before we look at the different books in that library we 
call the Bible, some basic questions have to be 
answered. Who decided what books were allowed in? 
What was it that qualified a given book to be allowed 
in as opposed to being set aside? 
 
To answer these questions, we need to remember that 
the books of the Bible were written to express and 
record for posterity the experience a community had 
of God’s presence and action in its life. In other words, 
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the Bible can only really be understood properly and 
fully if you belong to that community.  
 
Think of your family history. In the TV programme 
called “Who do you think you are?”, famous people 
dig into their past with the help of experts to discover 
who their great grandmother twenty times removed 
was and what she did! The expert can uncover the 
documents, but only the family member can feel the 
inner significance of what is discovered. Added to 
that, of course, are all the stories that you hear orally 
from your parents and grandparents. The loss of 
family memory is a terrible kind of amnesia. Our 
sense of identity and belonging comes from the 
traditions passed on by word of mouth and from 
documents and maybe even from things like old works 
of art, pieces of furniture and the like. There might 
also be family traditions: “Our family always walks to 
the Pencil on Christmas Day.” Maybe, someone 
decides to write it all down for posterity? 
 
This example shows the same sort of thing at work in 
a religious family or community. What brought us 
together? Who brought us together? Why? How? 
What does this tradition mean? When did it all 
happen? Etc., etc. 
 
In the case of the Christian community, it does itself 
have its roots in the Jewish community. The Christian 
community has many of the writings, traditions, 
language, etc., of its “elder Sister”, as Pope St. John 
Paul II warmly called the Jewish community. 
Christians have not taken on everything from their 
Jewish heritage because we believe that Jesus, himself 
a Jew, came to fulfil the Jewish religion. He marked 
both an end, a fulfilment, of Judaism and the 
beginning of the true religion. This explains why, as I 
said last week, we have two Testaments, the Old and 
the New, the Jewish and the Christian. 
 
So, the Bible contains all the memories and traditions 
associated both (and first) with the Jewish experience 
of God revealing himself and (the second) the 
experience which the Apostles and first generation of 
Christians had of Jesus Christ, who revealed himself 
to be, in fact, the God who first came to the Jews. 
Because the Jewish faith does not accept Christ as the 
awaited Messiah, it understands in an unfulfilled way 
the meaning of its long history and tradition of faith 
in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The 
Christian community understands its rich and deep 
Jewish origins as fulfilled in Jesus but it also enjoys the 
new teachings and traditions to which Jesus gave rise 
and of which the Apostles and their successors, the 
Bishops, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, are, 
by Jesus’ own will, the official interpreters. 

Coming now to the two questions I put at the start, 
let’s look first at what is required for a writing to 
become part of the Bible. This is what we call 
“inspiration.” The Catechism tells us that “God 
inspired the human authors of the sacred books” who 
used all their faculties and powers “so that, though 
God acted in them and by them, it was as true authors 
that they consigned to writing whatever he wanted 
written, and no more” (Catechism, n.106). 
 
The process used to decide what made a book inspired 
is a bit more complicated. But three main things were 
considered. First, the fact that certain writings had 
been accepted as inspired by Church communities 
and authorities throughout the world over a long 
period of time. Second, in the case of New Testament 
writings, that it could be safely concluded that either 
the Apostles themselves or the evangelists who worked 
with them had actually written them. And third, that 
the writings of both Old and New Testament actually 
taught the truth of salvation as it had always been 
handed down and believed in by the Church.  
 
Maybe you could put it this way: a book was deemed 
as inspired if it came from or was accepted as such by 
the Apostles (as in the case of the Old Testament 
writings), if the Church always recognised it as such 
and if it bears witness to the truth of Jesus Christ. 
 
Who decided what books were inspired and would get 
into the Bible? We call this the question about the 
“canon” of Scripture. Canon just means rule or law. 
The canon of Scripture means the books which are 
considered in Church law as being inspired by God. 
This canon was decided by the Church herself by the 
successors of the Apostles, i.e. the Bishops, but only 
after a long period of listening to what local 
communities were accepting as canonical books. At 
first, different local Churches in different parts of the 
world started to compile lists, with many differing 
quite a bit from each other. The Church gradually 
started to discern, under the guidance of the same 
Spirit who inspired the Scriptures, precisely which 
writings were to be considered as inspired, and so as 
part of the “canon.”  
 
Eventually, around the end of the 4th century and start 
of the 5th, the complete list was fixed by three different 
Councils of Bishops (Hippo, 393; Carthage, 397; and 
Carthage again in 419). The list remained fixed for 
centuries and was repeatedly confirmed by saints, 
bishops and Popes. When it was challenged by Martin 
Luther at the Reformation in the 16th century, the 
Church felt she had to respond by defining as dogma 
the ancient canon. 

Fr. Peter 



SIXTEENTH ORDINARY SUNDAY, 19th JULY 2020 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

 
Read the first paragraph of the Gospel 
today and see if you can find out why the 
two men in the picture are not very happy! 
 
Did you see the word “darnel”? What other 
word or words might we use instead? 
 
How did the darnel get into this field? What 
do you think the reason for it was? 
 
Do you have any darnel (or other things like 
it) in your garden or have you seen any in 
anyone else’s garden? If you’re not sure, and 
it’s safe to do so, why not go and have a look? 
 
A gardener sometimes comes to St. Mary’s 
church and, if I see weeds, I tell him to get 
them out quick! Is that what the owner of 
the field says in the Gospel to the men in the 
picture? 
 
 

 
What reason does the owner give to the men 
to leave the darnel in the field?  Do you 
think it makes sense? 
 
If you have a garden at home, see if mum or 
dad will give you some seeds to plant. You will 
have to look after them carefully as they 
grow. Keep your eye out for weeds 
appearing! 
 
Darnel and wheat are like the bad choices 
and the good choices we sometimes make. 
They get all mixed up inside us! 
 
Why not draw a plant or flower you like and 
write on it, “good choices.” Now draw a 
horrible weed with its root beside the root 
of the flower, and write “bad choices” on the 
weed. Do they look nice together? What’s 
the best way never to have weeds?? 


