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WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
13/7: St. Henry (d. 1024) Week 15, Ordinary Time 

Liturgical colour: white 
14/7: St. Camillus of 
Lellis (d. 1614) 

Week 15, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

15/7: St. Bonaventure, 
Bishop & Doctor (d.1274) 

Week 15, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

16/7: Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel 

Week 15, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: blue 

17/7: Votive Mass of the 
Precious Blood 

Week 15, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

18/7: For the Healing of 
Scheming Hearts 

Week 15, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

19/7: 16th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 11 July, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 12 July, 10am Domenico Fontana 
Mon 13 July, 10am Billy Clark 
Tues 14 July, 10am Jessie Westley 
Wed 15 July, 10am John Hutchison 
Thurs 16 July, 10am Paul Hamilton 
Fri 17 July, 10am Carla Orsucci 
Sat 18 July, 10am Special Intention 
Sat 18 July, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 19 July, 10am Marion McDermott 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette 
McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, 
Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, 
Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis 
Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 
Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin 
Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, 
Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny Bilchak, James 

Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, Jessie Barr, 
Eileen Walker, John Hutchison, James McGinty, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joseph Donnelly, Alistair Murphy. 
Recently Deceased: Christine Kelly, Theresa Bayin, 
Mary Gann, Angela Ward. Anniversary of Death: 
Jessie Westley, Daniel McLaughlin, Sr., Daniel 
McLaughlin. 
 
Special Anniversaries & Birthdays: … 

 
NOTICES 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone 
wishes to receive this sacrament, please phone or email 
me and we can set up a time and place to celebrate the 
sacrament in a “safe” manner. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end 
to the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 
48251. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: If you are able, please put 
any contribution through the letter-box of either parish 
house. If you wish to set up a standing order via the 
bank, please contact the Mrs. Karen Govaerts, who will 
help you. Tel: 07542 570863. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: 
For direct access to our Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators: 1) Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 
598929; 2) Millport (…..) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please 
direct all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 
19th July. Requests for notices to be included in the 
weekly bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesdays. 
 

 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER 

To Be Recited together at 7pm 
Sunday, 12th July 

 
Living God, you are our Creator and our Maker. 
You have made us in your image 
And sustained us in past days. 
Guard us and keep us as we remember those days. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, you are our Redeemer and our Deliverer. 
You reconcile all things through Christ Jesus, 
The image of the invisible God. 
Hold our lives in your safe keeping at this present time. 
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Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, you are the giver of the gift of the Spirit. 
You breathe into us the very breath of life 
And renew us by your Holy Spirit. 
Lead us into the future, through Christ and by your 
Spirit. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, as you have been with us in past days, 
Be with us today and in all the days to come. 
Grant that we may face the future 
Assured that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

____ 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive 
days beginning on whatever day you choose. The Novena can then 
be repeated as long as necessary. 

 
O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 
while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 
O loving Mother, 

you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 
 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 
the divine Physician, 

for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We fly to thy patronage,  
O most Holy Mother of God. 

Despise not our prayers in our necessities 
But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O most Glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

____ 
 

 
THE BIBLE IS A LIBRARY! 

 
If you went into the local library and asked for a good 
story or a good book of poetry, you would be rightly 
dismayed if the librarian said, “it is over there”! What 
do you mean “it”? Surely there’s more than one book 
on poetry in the library? If all of the poetry books were 
contained in one huge volume twelve inches thick, 
you would soon be put off. 
 
When we approach the Bible, we need to remember 
that we are approaching a library of books. They have 
all been rolled into one to differentiate them from any 
other literature. It’s as if to say: in that one volume is 
contained the revealed Word of God. True though 
that may be, it’s not an attractive proposition to be 
handed a mammoth volume in one go! 
 
There are some publications which do print the 
different books of the Bible in separate pamphlets. I 
have the whole Bible as an “app” on my iPad which 
is probably easier to look at than a big hefty tome. 
Sometimes you can buy the New Testament on its 
own, sometimes the Gospels, etc.. 
 
My point is that it will be easier to get into the Word 
of God by breaking it down. When you bake a loaf of 
bread, it’s easier to eat if you cut it into slices. When 
you study anything, you begin with the easier and 
more basic aspects of it. Arithmetic comes before 
nuclear physics! 
 
So, let’s see how we might begin to dissect the Bible 
and to understand the parts and sections that make it 
up. If we do that, one step at a time, then, as the 
Chinese proverb has it, our first step will take us on a 
long and illuminating journey. It will open up our 
minds and our hearts as we go and fill them with the 
truth and love of God. 
 
The Two Testaments 
 
The two main parts of the Bible are the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. But first: What is 
a Testament? It can be described as a number of 
things: e.g., a pact, a covenant, a contract. It means 
that two people, or two sides, make a commitment to 
each other. Each side agrees to be, to give or do 
something for the other side. Once they have formally 
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agreed on it, they then seal their agreement. The seal 
can be a written document recording their agreement 
and signed and sealed by each party. In earlier times, 
the seal could be done by sacrificing an animal and by 
putting some of its blood (the symbol of life) on the 
clothes or skin of the two parties. The implication is 
that if either side breaks the commitment or 
testament, then it will suffer the fate of the animal. Not 
very pleasant! But it shows that covenants or 
testaments were to be taken very seriously. 
 
So, what do we mean, then, by the New Testament 
and the Old Testament?  
 
The Old Testament 
 
Well, firstly, we should understand that in what we 
call the Old Testament (singular), there were actually 
quite a lot of testaments or covenants (plural). For 
example, God made a covenant with Noah not to 
destroy the earth again with a flood. He made another 
one with Abraham, promising him descendants as 
numerous as the stars. There were also other 
covenants (with Adam and Eve, with King David, 
etc.). All that is true. But the most prominent covenant 
which God made in the part of the Bible we call today 
the Old Testament was the covenant God made with 
Moses. 
 
By this covenant, God promised to be the only God 
of Israel and to look after it and protect and prosper it 
as his very own beloved people. He consecrated it to 
himself as a holy nation. On its side, Israel promised 
in return to observe the law of God (the Ten 
Commandments and the other laws which God 
would reveal in time through his prophets and other 
leaders of the people). To seal the covenant, oxen 
were sacrificed, God’s law was read out, the people 
accepted it and the blood of the oxen was thrown both 
on the people and on the altar of sacrifice, the symbol 
of God. 
 
This covenant of Moses came after God had rescued 
Israel from Egypt, proving his power and love for 
them. But, as we know, sadly the people of Israel 
broke the covenant repeatedly. Their most serious sin 
was to abandon the true God and worship false gods. 
God punished them with wars, occupation and exile 
in the hope it would make them see sense. To no avail. 
 
God, however, was patient and merciful and kept 
trying to get them to remember their covenant with 
Him. He sent Judges, Prophets and Sages to call them 
back to fidelity. But eventually, God reveals that he is 
going to establish a new covenant, since the old one 
had failed. We begin then to see in the books of the 

Old Testament the prophecy of the Messiah and of a 
new law and a new covenant, that would not be 
written on stone or sealed in ox’s blood. It would be a 
covenant written on the heart of man by the Spirit of 
the Lord. 
 
So, the Old Testament, as the first main part of the 
Bible, collects all the writings and sayings, and records 
much of the religious history of the people of Israel. It 
begins with Creation, which we could call God’s 
covenant with all creation that it exist and that it 
respond to him in love and obedience through Adam 
(man) and Eve (woman). When that failed, there 
begins the long story of the call of the Patriarchs 
(Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob), the call of the people 
of Israel, the covenant of Moses and then, despite the 
mission of the prophets, its collapse and the promise 
of the new covenant. 
 
The New Testament 
 
The books and writing which then form the New 
Testament are concerned with the establishment of 
the new and eternal covenant in the blood of Christ. 
The coming of Christ, the Messiah, is the fulfilment of 
all the promises in the Old Testament. He is in himself 
“both sides” of the new covenant since he is both God 
and man. He does not abolish but completes the old 
law. He abolishes the old sacrifices through the Cross, 
which comes down to us as the Mass. He abolishes the 
old temple by becoming himself the Temple of the 
living God in his resurrection, the Head of the 
Mystical Body of the Church. He does not sprinkle the 
blood of animals on us, but pours out his life-blood, 
the Holy Spirit, into us, if we believe in Him as the 
one sent by the Father to draw, not just one nation, 
but all nations of all ages to himself and back to the 
Father. This is the main aim of the sacraments.  
 
The Gospels provide us with the most important 
record of the establishing of this new covenant or 
testament, especially in the accounts of the Passion 
and Resurrection of Jesus. The other writings of the 
New Testament develop, demonstrate and explain 
how the Apostles, after the Ascension of Jesus, came 
to understand more fully in the light of Pentecost the 
full message and power of Jesus Christ. 
 
As you can see, the Bible is really the “greatest love 
story ever told.” And because the Spirit of God has 
been behind its writing from beginning to end, it is a 
love story which, as you read it, draws you into it. In 
fact, it was written by the Spirit to invite you to take 
your place in it and so to come to know and believe in 
God’s love made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Fr. Peter 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

 
Today, children, Jesus tells us the parable 
of the sower. He also explains it to his 
friends, the disciples. 
 
It’s a very important parable. Jesus himself 
tells us that, if we don’t understand it, we 
won’t understand any of his other parables. 
 
You will find the parable in the Mass Leaflet 
on our parish website. It is from St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, Chapter 13, verses 1 to 
23. It might be fun to try and find it 
yourself if you have a Bible at home? 
 
The parable is at the start Chapter 13. Why 
not read it slowly and see if all the things 
Jesus says are in the picture above? 
 
I think there is one thing that’s hard to see 
and one you can’t see. I will tell you the 
answer next week, though you might not 
agree with me! 
 
At the end of that Gospel reading, Jesus 
tells people what it means. It’s not very easy 
to understand, but try and read it with  
 
 

 
someone older at home and see if they can 
explain it to you a wee bit, ok? 
 
Jesus talks about different types of places 
where the seed falls. With your eye on the 
places he mentions, see if you can match 
them up with the sayings below. 
 
For example, “What I say to Johnny goes in 
one ear and out the other.” Johnny here is 
like the edge of the path: the seed goes in 
but somehow it gets taken out. 
 
*“Talking to him is like talking to the wall”; 
*“ Mary is all talk and no action”; 
*“Fred talks a lot and says nothing”; 
*“The word listen contains the same letters 
as the word silent”; 
*“They blossomed. They did not talk about 
blossoming”; 
*“Talking is overrated. Giving example is 
underrated”; 
*“Love talks, even with closed lips”; 
*“The less you talk, the more you’re listened 
to”; 
*“No one is as deaf as the man who will not 
listen”; 
*“The first duty of love is to listen”. 


