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Dear Friends 
  
In light of a clarification requested by parishioners, I wish to come back to the section of the Covid-
19 News Bulletin, n.2, published on Tuesday 14th July, and entitled “Advisory notification about 
coming to church for Mass.” 
  
The clarification sought concerns those who are required to obtain the flu jab in winter for medical 
reasons. As you will have seen in Bulletin, n.2, I “strongly advised” people in this category not to 
come to Mass in the present circumstances. 
  
To obtain the clarity required, I made contact with the Diocesan Coordinator on this whole matter, 
quoting to him the exact text of Tuesday’s News Bulletin. He has now responded and so I am able to 
specify that the Diocesan position (based on Government indications) is as follows: 
  
v Those who should not come to Mass just now: 

 
Ø Those who are shielding according to Scottish Government (until the Government advises 

them that it is safe to do so). 
Ø Those who have one or more symptoms of Covid-19, as explained in Bulletin n.2 

 
v Those who are strongly advised not to return to Mass are:  

 
Ø those who are pregnant;  
Ø children under the age of two. 
Ø To these, I have also added on my own judgment, and for reasons which I hope are obvious 

to everyone, “older children who cannot observe mask-wearing or remain in their place for 
the half-hour required” 

  
v As regards those who receive the flu jab for medical reasons, the advice from the Diocese is not 

clear – and for a reason. The reason is that the Scottish Government itself does not say anything 
about such people in relation to coming to church. 

  
The Diocesan Coordinator believes that it is too much to say to those who receive the flu jab for 
medical reasons that they are “strongly advised” not to come to church. At the same time, it is 
important to note that the Scottish Government does include such people among those who are at a 
higher risk of becoming seriously ill if they contract the virus. 

  
It is true, of course, that many who receive the flu jab consider themselves to be in good health. 

  
In conclusion, there is currently no clear advice one way or the other from either the Scottish 
Government or the Diocese advising people who receive the flu jab for medical reasons either to go 
or not to go to church at this time. 

  



My own view, in Tuesday’s News Bulletin, was to err on the side of caution, but after this further 
investigation, it really comes down to the decision of the individual, duly informed by what I have 
tried to explain and by any other sources of information he or she considers pertinent. 
 
I am sorry if all of this has caused any confusion, but the goal posts in these matters keep shifting. 
My overriding concern is, next to your spiritual health, your peace of mind and physical safety in and 
around the church. This virus has got us all a bit out of kilter, but with God’s help we will win 
through! 
 
With my kindest wishes, prayers and blessing 
 
Mgr. Peter Magee, PP 
 
 
 
 


