
St. Mary Star of the Sea. Largs 
Covid-19 News Bulletin, No. 2 

 
Dear Friends 
 
As you might expect, there are always “i’s” to dot and “t’s” to cross, as well as certain things which 
require emphasis and clarification, when it comes to organizing something new.  
 
So, please take note of these further points below in relation to your attendance at Mass in St. 
Mary’s at these rather unique times and circumstances. Again, I am truly sorry that these stringent, 
almost military-like, conditions have to be put in place. However, your health and safety, which 
includes your psychological self-confidence, make these steps necessary. 

 
v Absolute requirements to get into the church for Mass: 

 
Ø Only those whose names appear on the list held by the stewards, and who therefore have 

booked a place in accordance with the guidance given below, will be admitted to the church; 
Ø This is not only a matter of fairness but is also to ensure that, in the event of an outbreak of 

infection, everyone present can be traced; 
Ø While it is understood that there are those who are unable to wear a mask or scarf covering 

mouth and nose, for the safety and sense of security of everyone no-one will be admitted 
to the church who does not have one of these forms of face covering. 

 
 

v Advisory notification about coming to church for Mass: 
 

Ø Please remember that the following categories of people are strongly advised not to come 
to Mass: 
 
§ Those who are shielding; 
§ Those who are pregnant; 
§ Those who normally require the flu jab in the winter; 
§ Children under two years of age, or if parents think it the case, also older children who 

cannot observe mask-wearing or remain in their place for the half-hour required; 
§ Those who have any of the symptoms of Covid-19 given by the government (most 

people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms), i.e.: 
 

+ a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you 
do not need to measure your temperature); 
+ a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse 
than usual); 
+  a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 
Ø Anyone who does not yet feel ready to come to Mass should heed their instinct and stay at 

home. No-one must feel guilty for doing so or think that the Lord is somehow frowning, 
unaware of our situation. The virtue of religion also includes prudence. The virtue of charity 
also includes charity towards yourself as well as a sense of responsibility towards others. 

 
 



v Booking a place at Mass by phone:  
 

Ø The phone will be answered only from Wednesday to Friday from 11am-1pm & from 5-6pm 
(no longer 7pm); 

Ø With immediate effect, any phone messages left before Wednesday will not be taken into 
consideration in order to ensure fairness for all; 

Ø Your booking will only be confirmed when you speak to the call manager in person.  
Ø Priority is given to those living within the territory of St. Mary’s Parish; anyone from the 

territory of any other parish will only be given a place if any are left; 
Ø Priority is also given to those listed on the parish database; if someone is not listed on the 

database and lives in the parish, their details must be provided and added to the database. 
Ø The above points must be taken together with those given in the first News Bulletin. 

 
v Parish Stall: 

 
Ø The Stall will remain closed until further notice; 
Ø Anyone who wishes a Mass Card for someone who has died should contact Fr. Peter on the 

parish phone number and arrange a time to come and get the card or have your own card 
signed; 

Ø In an emergency, please phone Mrs. Mary Ryan. 
 

v Most recent Government guidance informs us that: 
 

Ø From 15th July, weddings may take place indoors, and the maximum number of attendees is 
20; 

Ø From the same date, the maximum number for a funeral is also 20; 
Ø From this date, too, baptisms may take place indoors, with a maximum attendance of 50; 
Ø For further details, cf.  https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-

guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship/. 
 
Many thanks to one and all for your cooperation with all of these further instructions and 
clarifications. One of these days, we will hopefully be able to look back on this as a distant memory 
and once again the joy of one another’s “real presence”! 
 
Most sincerely in the Lord, 
 
Mgr. Peter Magee, PP 
 
P.S. Associated with this bulletin are two other documents regarding the question of the collection 
your personal data and a poster called “we’re supporting NHS Scotland’s test and protect.” 
 

 


