Re-opening for Mass July 2020

St. Mary Star of the Sea. Largs
Covid-19 News Bulletin, No. 1

Guidelines for attending Mass

Dear Sisters and Brothers

Before getting into brass tacks as regards the details of your return to church for Mass, | want to express
my great and genuine joy at having you home, in the parish church where you belong. It has been a source
of real sadness for me over these past months to see you deprived, indeed starved, of the Holy Eucharist.
| can only imagine how you must have been feeling. No father can watch his children go hungry without
feeling in some way called into cause himself! Anyway, | hope that as many of you as the regulations
permit will now be able to enter once again into that great act of Christ’s worship of the Father which the
Mass is, receiving with renewed joy and emotion the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Saviour and
Lord. He rejoices, too, to come home to you.

We may not yet be able to do things with all of the singing, signs of peace and spontaneity of earlier and
more carefree times, but that means that we can now do it all the more with deep and reverent faith,
with intense love and with unwavering hope in the future which the Lord has in store for us.

| am, of course, mindful that many of you don’t yet feel it’s time to come back to church for Mass. Your
decision merits the fullest respect. Once bitten, twice shy: even psychologically, it takes time to regain
confidence after a shock. We cannot forget either that the covid virus is still around. Hence, while there
is good reason to move forward, there is no reason to be complacent. And it is precisely for this reason
that | have wanted to ensure that we have in place insofar as is humanly possible all the external measures
necessary to afford you some inner peace of mind if you do in fact choose to return to Mass in the coming
weeks. At the same time, for those who remain at home, the possibility of following live-streamed Mass
at St. Mary’s will remain permanently.

| want to thank Rog Townley and his hard-working team, as well as the many other volunteers, who have
stepped forward to collaborate so well together and to ensure that we are doing things as well as they
can be done.

I will now “hand over” to Rog and the Parish Coordination Team to outline the logistical side of “the great

”'

return

Mgr. Peter

As you are aware, the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic has prompted the Scottish Government significantly to
restrict the re-opening of public buildings, including churches. The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland has
been guided by Sir Harry Burns, former Chief Medical Officer for Scotland, and representatives of the
Scottish government in producing guidelines and protocols to enable us to attend Mass again, hopefully
in the near future.
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The Bishops, with Bishop Nolan, our Diocesan Priests and Parish Coordination teams have worked hard to
prepare things to ensure your safety whilst visiting the church. It is imperative for our safety that all
guidelines and instructions are strictly followed. Although he has delegated the preparatory work to your
Parish Coordination team, Mgr. Peter also has a legal duty to comply with the instructions.

St. Mary’s church has recently been deep-cleaned and completely and thoroughly sanitized by a
professional company. A density check has also been undertaken to determine how many parishioners
can be safely accommodated at any one time whilst ensuring that the 2-metre social distancing policy
still in force is strictly observed throughout. Volunteers have offered their support in stewarding duties
and cleaning duties. The church will be ventilated, cleaned and sanitized after each Mass using the
appropriate professional equipment. All volunteers have been trained and must be heeded at all times;
please follow their directions and seating arrangements so that things can flow smoothly for everyone.
Safeguarding measures will be fully observed.

As regards the number of Largs Masses and Mass times, Mgr. Peter would intend to remain with the
Saturday evening 6pm Vigil Mass and the Sunday morning 10am Mass. In accordance with the regulations
and advice received, these Masses will need to be brief (approx. 25/30 minutes); they will also be live-
streamed.

As regards weekday Mass, this will not yet be open to the public but will continue to be live-streamed.
Given the strict control measures which have to be in place for each and every Mass, and which are
explained in detail below, and given the need for trained volunteers to enforce them, it is both fair and
prudent to concentrate their generosity and dedication on the Sunday Masses.

There is a process for your attendance at Mass which will have to be strictly followed. We regret deeply
that this limits the social contact people normally have when coming to church; we also regret that it has
to be so regimented: however, our intention is to ensure everyone’s safety and peace of mind at a time
when we must balance our religious duty and devotion with attentive care to health and safety.

We can only accommodate a restricted number of parishioners at each Mass (Sunday Vigil, 6pm, & Sunday
morning, 10am) if we are to observe the 2-metre rule. The precise number cannot be fixed since it will
depend on the mix of individuals, couples and families in attendance. If the 2-metre rule is lowered by the
Government before we reopen for Mass, then the number of possible participants will increase
accordingly. As things stand during this current Phase 3, and on the basis of a rough evaluation of the
number of parishioners we might expect to attend Mass at this time, we calculate that everyone should
be guaranteed a place at least every 2-3 weeks. It will be more frequent should some parishioners choose
not to attend every week or at all. Please remember that the Scottish Bishops’ decision to lift the Sunday
obligation during the pandemic is still in force. If and when the Government moves to Phase 4, many of
the restrictions limiting Mass attendance capacity may well be lifted thereby allowing a greater number
to be present at each Mass.

There is a dedicated phone number you must call to request a place at Mass. A painstakingly fair system
has been put in place to try and avoid anyone who asks from not being assigned a place at least every 2-
3 weeks. Once the quota is reached your name will be added to the next available Mass list.

N.B. Admittance will only be afforded to the named persons on the Stewards’ list for each Mass.
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Below is the process we have put in place to ensure health and safety as well as the efficient and smooth
running of things. Its detailed nature is intended to anticipate questions that might be asked and to put
people’s minds at rest. Much of it is obvious, but the obvious often bears repeating. By way of disclaimer,
no one is suggesting that everything laid forth below is infallible or perfect. So, if you have any questions,
observations or ideas which you believe can improve matters, please put them in an email and send them
to the Parish Coordination Team at largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk.

Points to remember when booking your place for Mass

e Telephone the booking line number 07398 109094; please do not phone the parish house to
book your place

e Ifthe line is engaged, leave a message so that your place in the queue is secured

e Booking times are exclusively: 11am-1pm & 5pm-7pm from Wednesday to Friday inclusive

e You may only book for the Mass on the Sunday subsequent to your call

e You may only book for yourself and those who live in your home (all names must be provided)

e You may only attend the specific Mass for which you have booked

e If after having booked you change your mind or are impeded from attending, please phone the
above number again and make it known so that your place can be given to someone else

Points to remember when you arrive at the church grounds:

e No cars will be allowed to park in the church grounds;

e Drop-off and pick-up for anyone who requires access will be permitted at the discretion of the
stewards

e Maintain strict social-distancing once inside the grounds

e Everyone must be seated by five minutes before Mass begins so it is important to come to church
in good time

Points to remember once you are inside the church porch:

e You will be admitted to the church at the side entrance and be met by a steward who will check
you in

e Use the wall hand-sanitizing unit as you enter; there is no holy water

e You will be required to wear a mask or appropriate face covering. Please supply your own.

e Anyone who does not bring his/her own mask or face-covering will not be admitted

e A basket for your weekly collection contributions will be available as you enter

Points to remember once you are inside the body of the church:

e You will be directed to a seat. Please comply with the steward’s direction so that everyone can be
seated as efficiently as possible.

e You must not leave your place until the end of Mass (which will last approximately 25-30 minutes).

e No votive candles to Our Lady may be lit; please remain in your seat if you wish to make special
prayers to her

e No Mass leaflets will be handed out but you may bring your own copy of the Mass leaflet available
on the parish website.

e You must take the leaflet and any other items away with you as you leave
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e There will be no singing during Mass, no offertory procession and no sign of peace
e Omitted from the Mass will be the Gloria, one reading and the Creed

Points to remember when you approach to receive Holy Communion:

e Mass ends with the distribution of Holy Communion. You will be directed row by row to the front
to receive the Holy Eucharist, remembering to take all your personal items with you.

e Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion must still form part of the Communion queue
to ensure that social distancing is maintained; they may either ask for a blessing or bow as they
pass the priest holding the Blessed Sacrament.

e Holy Communion must be received only on the hand; please cup your hands rather than placing
one on top of the other so that, to reduce the risk of touch to the minimum, the priest can drop
the host into your hands from a slightly elevated position. When the host is in your hand, please
move immediately two steps aside and then consume it

e After receiving Holy Communion or a blessing, you will be stewarded out of the church observing
social distancing.

As you leave the church:

e Please use hand-sanitizer as you leave.
e Please do not congregate either at the back of the church or outside but depart calmly, in an
attitude of thanksgiving for the Eucharist, whilst observing social distancing

Cleaning of the church building

e After each Mass, the church will again be ventilated, cleaned and disinfected using professional
equipment

YOUR CHECKLIST FOR COMING TO MASS:

Book a place using the special phone number provided

Go only to the Mass you have booked for

Print out the Mass leaflet at home if you want to use it during Mass

Leave home in good time so as to be seated five minutes before Mass begins

If you are driving, park somewhere outside the church grounds

Bring your face mask or covering, otherwise admission will be refused

If you intend to donate to the collection, have it ready to place in the basket as you enter

NowuhkwNRE

Hoping that you have survived this Magna Carta of do’s and don’ts, Monsignor Peter and your Parish
Coordination Team warmly welcome you back!
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