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“My life is already being poured away as a libation, 
and the time has come for me to be gone. 
I have fought the good fight to the end; 

I have run the race to the finish; 
I have kept the faith.” 

 
(2 Timothy 4:6-7) 
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ROME 
 
I spent eleven wonderful years in Rome. At the age of 17, I was not really able to 
appreciate the gift I had been given in being sent to study there. Since the Scots College 
in Rome was that bit outside of the main historical centre of the city, I did not have the 
ease or frequency of access during my first stint there (1975-1982) to the great 
historical, cultural or artistic wealth to be found. The city was for us seminarians very 
much a place you went into on weekday mornings to hear lectures and then left 
straightaway to get back to the College. On our days off and on Sundays, of course, there 
was more time and I took full advantage of it insofar as student finances permitted! 
 
When I returned as a post-graduate to the College (1984-1986) and then, by design 
of fate, was catapulted into the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy (1986-1988) to 
prepare for the papal diplomatic service, I acquired more of a sense of the city and a 
deeper immersion in its multifaceted life. But, as the years had been passing, including 
the earlier years I was there, I had begun to realise that Rome was not just a place, 
however beautiful: it was the centre of an ongoing event directly willed by God. 
 
Providence had manoeuvred the Roman Empire into place, albeit by weird, wonderful 
and winding ways, to become the centre of the evangelization of the known world. It 
would become the “HQ” of that evangelization not only in the aftermath of the 
Ascension of Christ, but also for at least two millennia after it. Providence foresaw the 
collapse of the Roman Empire in both the West and the East. Sadly, whilst this opened 
the way for the Church to preach the Gospel with even greater freedom, the curse of 
money, property and politics soon weighed her down. Nevertheless, the obscurer periods 
of Catholic Rome down the centuries were also interwoven with the brighter chapters of 
martyrdom, monasticism and other waves of grace coming from the Spirit to ensure that 
the will of Providence would not be thwarted. 
 
Among the founding graces of God’s plans for Rome were certainly the martyrdoms of 
the two Princes of the Apostles, Peter and Paul. Because of them, and of the many 
thousands of martyrs, known and unknown, who perished under the persecution of the 
Roman Emperors until the early 4th century, it was Rome that was to become the 
permanent witness to the events of salvation in Jerusalem. In some senses, to be in Rome 
is to be in Jerusalem. So, to have spent all those years in Rome was to be graced with 
immersion in that still-ongoing event of Providence. I understood very differently by the 
end of my time there that being a Roman Catholic is no mere label. 
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Opening Hymn 
 

Into a world of darkness since the fall, 
new light had dawned,  

two champions heard the call: 
Peter the Rock and Paul once known as Saul. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

First, Peter stared in wonder at the sight, 
Jesus, transfigured,  

clothed in glorious light, 
Then, heard God praise his Son from heaven’s height. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Beside a desert road a different sign,  
Saul saw a blinding light  

in splendour shine 
And Jesus told him, ‘These you hurt are mine!’ 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

On each a lifelong mission was conferred, 
‘Go tell the nations  

all that you have heard 
Of God made known through Christ, th’incarnate Word.” 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Their work accomplished, called to their reward, 
one crucified,  

one martyred by the sword, 
Their deaths bore witness to the risen Lord: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Gloria (10am Sunday only) 

 
 

(from the Belmont Mass by Christopher Walker) 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading                                                                    Acts 12:1-11 

 
King Herod started persecuting certain members of the Church. He 
beheaded James the brother of John, and when he saw that this pleased 
the Jews he decided to arrest Peter as well. This was during the days of 
Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in prison, assigning four squads of 
four soldiers each to guard him in turns. Herod meant to try Peter in 
public after the end of Passover week. All the time Peter was under guard 
the Church prayed to God for him unremittingly. 
 
On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was sleeping between 
two soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept watch at the 
main entrance to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood 
there, and the cell was filled with light. He tapped Peter on the side and 
woke him. ‘Get up!’ he said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains fell from his hands. 
The angel then said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ After he had done 
this, the angel next said, ‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ 
Peter followed him, but had no idea that what the angel did was all 
happening in reality; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed 
through two guard posts one after the other, and reached the iron gate 
leading to the city. This opened of its own accord; they went through it 
and had walked the whole length of one street when suddenly the angel 
left him.  
 
It was only then that Peter came to himself. ‘Now I know it is all true’ he 
said. ‘The Lord really did send his angel and has saved me from Herod 
and from all that the Jewish people were so certain would happen to me.’ 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm 33(34):2-9 

 
From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 
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Second Reading                                             2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18 

 
 
My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come 
for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the 
race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the 
crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those 
who have longed for his Appearing. 

  The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the 
whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I 
was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil 
attempts on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Gospel                                                                     Matthew 16:13-19 
 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question 
to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 
‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.’  
 
‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, 
‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and 
blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven.  
 
So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my 
Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on 
earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 

 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Preparation of the Gifts 
 

O King of might and splendour, 
Creator most adored, 

This sacrifice we render 
To Thee as sov’reign Lord. 

May these our gifts be pleasing 
Unto Thy Majesty, 
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Mankind from sin releasing 
Who have offended Thee. 

 
Thy body Thou hast given, 

Thy blood Thou hast out-poured 
That sin might be forgiven, 

O Jesus, loving Lord, 
As now with love most tender 

Thy death we celebrate, 
Our lives in self-surrender 
To Thee we consecrate. 

 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 

Simon, Son of John, do you love me more than these? 
Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you 

 
 

Thanksgiving Hymn 
 

Welcome all ye noble saints of old,  
as now before your very eyes unfold  
the wonders all so long ago foretold. 
God and man at table care sat down. (2) 

 
Elders, martyrs, all are falling down, 

prophets, patriarchs are gath'ring round; 
what angels longed to see, now we have found. 

God and man at table care sat down. (2) 
 

Who is this Who spreads the vict'ry feast?  
Who is this Who makes our warning cease?  

Jesus risen, Saviour, Prince of Peace. 
God and man at table care sat down. (2) 
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When at last this earth shall pass away,  
when Jesus and His bride are one to stay,  

the feast of love is just begun that day. 
God and man at table care sat down. (2) 

 
 

Marian Antiphon  
(10am Sunday only) 

 
Salve, Regina, Mater misericordiæ, 
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamamus exsules filii Hevæ, 

Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes 
in hac lacrimarum valle. 

Eia, ergo, advocata nostra, illos tuos 
misericordes oculos ad nos converte; 

Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, 
nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. 

O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria. 
 
 

Recessional 
 

Faith of our fathers! living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.  
O how our hearts beat high with joy  
Whene'er we hear that glorious word! 

 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 
 

Faith of our fathers! We will strive 
To win all nations unto thee. 

And through the truth that comes from God 
We all shall then be truly free! 
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Faith of our fathers! We will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how 

By kindly words and virtuous life. 
 

______ 
 
 

 
 
 

“Peter was upset  
that Jesus asked him  

the third time,  
‘Do you love me?’  

and said,  
‘Lord, you know everything;  

 
You know I love you.’” 

 
(John 21: 17) 
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From a Sermon by Saint Augustine 
 

The martyrs had seen what they proclaimed 

 
This day has been consecrated for us by the martyrdom of the blessed 
apostles Peter and Paul. It is not some obscure martyrs we are talking 
about. Their sound has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the 
world. These martyrs had seen what they proclaimed, they pursued justice 
by confessing the truth, by dying for the truth. 

   
The blessed Peter, the first of the Apostles, the ardent lover of Christ, who 
was found worthy to hear, And I say to you, that you are Peter. He himself, you 
see, had just said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Christ said to 
him, And I say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church. Upon this rock I will build the faith you have just confessed. Upon 
your words, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God, I will build my Church; 
because you are Peter. Peter comes from petra, meaning a rock. Peter, 
“Rocky,” from “rock”; not “rock” from “Rocky.” Peter comes from the 
word for a rock in exactly the same way as the name Christian comes 
from Christ. 

   
Before his passion the Lord Jesus, as you know, chose those disciples of 
his whom he called apostles. Among these it was only Peter who almost 
everywhere was given the privilege of representing the whole Church. It 
was in the person of the whole Church, which he alone represented, that 
he was privileged to hear, To you will I give the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven. After all, it is not just one man that received these keys, but the 
Church in its unity. So this is the reason for Peter’s acknowledged pre-
eminence, that he stood for the Church’s universality and unity, when he 
was told, To you I am entrusting, what has in fact been entrusted to all. To 
show you that it is the Church which has received the keys of the kingdom 
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of heaven, listen to what the Lord says in another place to all his 
apostles: Receive the Holy Spirit; and immediately afterwards, Whose sins you 
forgive, they will be forgiven them; whose sins you retain, they will be retained. 

   
Quite rightly, too, did the Lord after his resurrection entrust his sheep to 
Peter to be fed. It is not, you see, that he alone among the disciples was 
fit to feed the Lord’s sheep; but when Christ speaks to one man, unity is 
being commended to us. And he first speaks to Peter, because Peter is the 
first among the apostles. Do not be sad, Apostle. Answer once, answer 
again, answer a third time. Let confession conquer three times with love, 
because self-assurance was conquered three times by fear. What you had 
bound three times must be loosed three times. Loose through love what 
you had bound through fear. And for all that, the Lord once, and again, 
and a third time, entrusted his sheep to Peter. 
 
There is one day for the passion of two apostles. But these two also were 
as one; although they suffered on different days, they were as one. Peter 
went first, Paul followed. We are celebrating a feast day, consecrated for 
us by the blood of the apostles. Let us love their faith, their lives, their 
labours, their sufferings, their confession of faith, their preaching. 
 

 


