
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A), 24th May 2020 
 

“LAUDATO SI’, MI SIGNORE!” 
(“Praise to You, my Lord!”) 

 
These words of Saint Francis of Assisi punctuate his 
“Canticle of the Sun” or “Canticle of the 
Creatures” which he wrote in 1224 when he was 
recovering from an illness. In it, Francis gives voice 
to creation in praising God and he also praises God 
for his creation. Francis sings of “lord Brother Sun” 
and “Sister Moon and the stars”, “Brother Wind”, 
“Sister Water” and “Sister Mother Earth.” He also 
sings of “Sister Bodily Death” and continues: “from 
whom no living man can escape. Woe to those who 
die in mortal sin. Blessed are those whom death will 
find in Your most holy will, for the second death 
shall do them no harm.” By “second death” he 
means eternal damnation. 
 
Today, the Church marks the 5th anniversary of 
Pope Francis’ Encyclical, “Laudato sì”, whose title 
is taken from St. Francis’ Canticle. In the 
document, the Pope invites all people of goodwill to 
have care for our common home, the earth. He 
analyses the problems related to the environment 
and proposes some general solutions. 
 
The earth was created by God to be the great 
theatre in which his “love story” with the human 
race would unfold. Though sin sought to destroy 
God’s plan, the death and Resurrection of Jesus 
have destroyed the destroyer. Creation once again 
will shine in all its wonder and beauty with the glory 
of the Risen Lord. His risen life energizes all that 
exists, from the smallest microbe to the expanding 
universe itself. Take a moment today to consider a 
leaf, a cloud, a ray of light or the face of a child and 
in your heart cry out, “Laudato sì, mi Signore!”, 
“Praise to you, my Lord, my glorious risen Lord, 
and save me from the second death, alleluia!” 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading                                 Acts 1:12-14 
 
After Jesus was taken up into heaven the apostles 
went back from the Mount of Olives, as it is called, 
to Jerusalem, a short distance away, no more than 
a sabbath walk; and when they reached the city they 
went to the upper room where they were staying; 
there were Peter and John, James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 
Jude son of James. All these joined in continuous 

prayer, together with several women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 26(27):1,4,7-8 
 
I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 
living. 
 
Second Reading                   1 Peter 4:13-16 
 
If you can have some share in the sufferings of 
Christ, be glad, because you will enjoy a much 
greater gladness when his glory is revealed. It is a 
blessing for you when they insult you for bearing the 
name of Christ, because it means that you have the 
Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God resting on you. 
None of you should ever deserve to suffer for being 
a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer; but 
if anyone of you should suffer for being a Christian, 
then he is not to be ashamed of it; he should thank 
God that he has been called one. 
 
Gospel                                             John 17:1-11 
 
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
‘Father, the hour has come: 
glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you; 
and, through the power over all mankind that you 
have given him, let him give eternal life to all those 
you have entrusted to him. 
And eternal life is this: to know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
I have glorified you on earth and finished the work 
that you gave me to do. 
Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me with 
that glory I had with you before ever the world was. 
I have made your name known 
to the men you took from the world to give me. 
They were yours and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 
Now at last they know that all you have given me 
comes indeed from you; for I have given them the 
teaching you gave to me, and they have truly 
accepted this, that I came from you, and have 
believed that it was you who sent me. 
I pray for them; I am not praying for the world but 
for those you have given me, because they belong 
to you: all I have is yours and all you have is mine, 
and in them I am glorified. 
I am not in the world any longer, 
but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you.’ 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
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WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
25/5: Monday of 7th Week 
of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

26/5: St. Philip Neri, Priest 
(d. 1595) 

Tuesday of 7th Week of 
Eastertide  
Liturgical colour: white 

27/5: Wednesday of 7th 
Week of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

28/5: Thursday of 7th Week 
of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

29/5: Pope Saint Paul VI 
(d. 1978) 

Friday of 7th Week of 
Eastertide  
Liturgical colour: white 

30/5: Visitation of Our 
Blessed Lady 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: blue 

31/5: Pentecost Sunday Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Date & Time Intention 
Sat 23 May, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 24 May, 10am Jack Keane 
Mon 25 May, 10am Dorothy Cameron 
Tues 26 May, 10am John Ryan 
Wed 27 May, 10am William Caughey 
Thurs 28 May, 10am Rachel Ferguson 
Fri 29 May, 10am Margaret Quigg 
Sat 30 May, 10am Elaine & Brian Balmer 
Sat 30 May, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 31 May, 10am Rev. Deacon David Boyd 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, 
Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie 
Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine 
McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez Fernández, 
Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Sheena 
Lane, William Percy, Roddy Galbraith, Donal Hughes, Jonny 
Bilchak, James Reddoch, May Holland, Richard Dorman, 
William Caughey, Jessie Barr, Eileen Walker, Agnes 
Monaghan. Recently Deceased: William Caughey, Mary 
Ferguson.  Anniversaries: Hugh Maxwell. 
 

NOTICES 
SATURDAY 30th MAY: Since the Visitation of Our Lady 
cannot be celebrated this year on Sunday 31st May (now 
Pentecost), I am anticipating her feast on the Saturday. The 
Feast of the Visitation is the occasion also for the World Day 
of Prayer for Pro-Life causes. While our prayer for an end to 
abortion and euthanasia must never let up, this year the 
pandemic gives us another focus for our prayer. I would 
like, then, this Saturday to pray especially for all our 
doctors, nurses, auxiliaries, care-home workers and 
every other class of professional working on the 
front line to save the lives of Covid-19 victims. We 
have a fair number of such people in our parishes, so we pray 
especially for them: for their own health and protection and 
in thanksgiving for the selfless efforts and sacrifices they are 
making in extremely difficult circumstances to save lives. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: If anyone wishes 
to receive this sacrament, please phone or email me and we 
can set up a time and place to celebrate the sacrament in a 
“safe” manner. 
SUNDAY 24th MAY, EVENING DEVOTIONS: Exposition 
from 6.30pm, with Rosary, the Ecumenical Prayer at 7pm 
and followed by Benediction. 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to the 
coronavirus. 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR COMMUNICATIONS: 
A message from the Pope for this occasion is on the Parish 
website. Below there is a reflection on the Pope’s message 
written by Peter Kearney, Catholic Media Office in Scotland. 
SIGNIFICANT BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: In the 
weekly bulletin, we rightly remember to pray for the sick and 
the dead by listing the names of those made known to the PP. 
I would like to suggest that, from now on, we also include the 
names of those who celebrate significant birthdays and 
anniversaries. It is a way of celebrating health and life, and not 
just of remembering the sick and the dead. A significant 
birthday would be18 or 40 or 65 or 80, 90, 100! A significant 
anniversary would be, in the case of marriage, all the usual 
ones that are given names: wooden (?), silver, gold, etc.. Please 
either pop a note of the name and significant birthday or 
anniversary through the letterbox of the presbytery or send 
me an email at the email addresses given at the top of the 
opposite column. 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: If you are able, please put any 
contribution through the letter-box of either parish house. If 
you wish to set up a standing order via the bank, please contact 
the Mrs. Karen Govaerts, who will help you. Tel: 07542 
570863. Please note that bank details will not be provided by 
email and I would ask you not to share them with anyone else 
by email. Ask anyone who asks you to phone Karen. Many 
thanks. 
PARISH MOBILE PHONE: It seems to be out of order, I’m 
afraid. If you have phoned or texted me on it over the past few 
weeks, I have not received your messages! 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 31st 
May. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 
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ECUMENICAL PRAYER 
To Be Recited together at 7pm 

Sunday, 24th May 
 
Living God and gracious Father, 
Protect and shield us. 
Living God, protect and shield 
All whom we love, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Living God, your Son now sits in your presence 
And shares in your glory and honour. 
We thank you for the promise 
That his presence shall be renewed for us, 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Living God, we thank you that Jesus prayed for us 
And that he continues to intercede for us. 
We thank you that he continues to pray 
For us and for our protection, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Living God, we pray for the life of the world. 
We thank you for all those who, in these days, 
Strive to protect and shield us. 
Renew them in heart and soul, and mind and strength, 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Living God, renew us we pray and renew the life of the 
world. 
For you so loved the world that you gave your Son 
That we might share in the life of the world to come. 
Hear our prayer, now and always, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive days 
beginning on whatever day you choose. The Novena can then be 
repeated as long as necessary. 

 
O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 
while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 
O loving Mother, 

you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 
 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 
the divine Physician, 

for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

We fly to thy patronage,  
O most Holy Mother of God. 

Despise not our prayers in our necessities 
But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O most Glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

____ 
 

STORYTELLING 
 
This year, Pope Francis’ message for the 54th World 
Communications Day is on the theme of storytelling, 
and especially the truth contained in ‘good’ stories. The 
Pope focuses on storytelling, truth and who we are in 
God’s eyes. He refers to the Bible as “the great love story 
between God and humanity” with Jesus at its centre. 
 
“Stories leave their mark on us; they shape our 
convictions and our behaviour. They can help us 
understand and communicate who we are” the Pope 
writes. While positive storytelling is upheld for its life-
giving value, the Pope warns of sophisticated and 
persuasive forms of “fake” stories – cautioning against a 
materialistic mindset. He decries the false message that 
“to be happy we continually need to gain, possess and 
consume”. He writes: “We may not even realise how 
greedy we have become for chatter and gossip, or how 
much violence and falsehood we are consuming. Often 
on communication platforms, instead of constructive 
stories which serve to strengthen social ties and the 
cultural fabric, we find destructive and provocative 
stories that wear down and break the fragile threads 
binding us together as a society.” 
  
Pope Francis commends stories “that build up, not tear 
down; stories that help us rediscover our roots and the 
strength needed to move forward together.”  He warns 
about “the cacophony of voices and messages that 
surround us” pointing out, that “we need a human story 
that can speak of ourselves and of the beauty all around 
us. A narrative that can reveal the interweaving of the 
threads which connect us to one another.” Although his 
message was written earlier this year before the full 
impact of the Coronavirus pandemic had been felt, it is 
very timely that the Pope chose to write about “the 
threads which connect us to one another”. Many people 
will feel these threads have been strained or even severed 
by the crisis caused by the virus. 
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Yet the Pope recognises that “Human beings are 
storytellers” who need to be “clothed” with stories to 
protect our lives.  We weave not only clothing, but also 
stories: indeed, he points out, that “the human capacity 
to “weave” (Latin texere) gives us not only the 
word textile but also text.” The explosion in new forms 
of audio and video communications during the 
pandemic, gives weight  to the Pope’s observation. 
 
He tells us, that by “immersing ourselves in stories, we 
can find reasons to heroically face the challenges of life.” 
While warning us, that “since the very beginning, our 
story has been threatened: evil snakes its way through 
history.” We are warned, by Pope Francis, that “in an 
age when falsification is increasingly sophisticated, 
reaching exponential levels, we need wisdom to be able 
to welcome and create beautiful, true and good 
stories.  We need courage to reject false and evil 
stories.”  
  
The Pope commends Sacred Scripture as “a Story of 
stories” in which the Bible is “the great love story 
between God and humanity”  adding, that “in every 
generation, men and women are called to recount and 
commit to memory the most significant episodes of 
this Story of stories.” Pope Francis ends his message with 
a call to entrust ourselves to Our Lady and the gentle 
strength of her love.” 
 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit: Over the years, I have found 
this prayer (called a “sequence”) very helpful in times of dryness, 
trouble or confusion. I recommend it to prepare for Pentecost. You 
will find that you easily memorize it after a while. – Fr. Peter 
 

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light, 
From the clear celestial height 

Thy pure beaming radiance give. 
 

Come, thou Father of the poor, 
Come with treasures which endure 

Come, thou light of all that live! 
 

Thou, of all consolers best, 
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest, 

Dost refreshing peace bestow 
 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet 
Pleasant coolness in the heat 
Solace in the midst of woe. 

Light immortal, light divine, 
Visit thou these hearts of thine, 

And our inmost being fill: 
 

If thou take thy grace away, 
Nothing pure in man will stay 

All his good is turned to ill. 
 
 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour thy dew 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 

 
Bend the stubborn heart and will 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill 
Guide the steps that go astray. 

 
Thou, on us who evermore 

Thee confess and thee adore, 
With thy sevenfold gifts descend: 

 
Give us comfort when we die 
Give us life with thee on high 
Give us joys that never end. 

___ 
 

Children’s Corner 
 

 
 

Jesus is praying in today’s Gospel. To whom is he 
praying? 
 
What is he doing in the Gospel that he’s not doing in this 
picture? Clue: eyes! 
 
Mention three things that he is praying for. 
 
Jesus talks about “eternal life.” I wonder what that is? 
Ask your mum and see what she says! Then go to the 
Gospel and see what Jesus says it is. 
 
Do you think Jesus was alone when he was praying in 
the Gospel? If not, who else was there? 
 
Look closely at the picture of Jesus. He’s wearing a 
prayer shawl that Hebrew men use. It’s called a “tallit 
katan.” Go and find out more about it on your 
computer. Why did men wear it? What about women? 
 
Do you see the writing on the prayer shawl? That’s the 
language called Hebrew. It’s the language the first part 
of the bible (Old Testament) was first written in. What 
language was the second part (New Testament) first 
written in? 
 
I wonder what the Hebrew writing means? 


