
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, 19th April 2020 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading                                        Acts 2:42-47 
 
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching 
of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of 
bread and to the prayers. 

  The many miracles and signs worked through the 
apostles made a deep impression on everyone. 

  The faithful all lived together and owned everything 
in common; they sold their goods and possessions and 
shared out the proceeds among themselves according to 
what each one needed. 

  They went as a body to the Temple every day but 
met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they 
shared their food gladly and generously; they praised 
God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the 
Lord added to their community those destined to be 
saved. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 117(118): 2-4,13-15,22-24 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
  ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
  ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
  ‘His love has no end.’ 
 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
 
I was thrust down, thrust down and falling, 
  but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; 
  he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory 
  in the tents of the just. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
  has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
  a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
  we rejoice and are glad. 

 
Second Reading                         1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, 
by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a 
sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can 
never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it 
is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, 
God’s power will guard you until the salvation which has 

been prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a 
cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a 
short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of 
trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith 
will have been tested and proved like gold – only it is 
more precious than gold, which is corruptible even 
though it bears testing by fire – and then you will have 
praise and glory and honour. You did not see him, yet 
you love him; and still without seeing him, you are 
already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be 
described, because you believe; and you are sure of the 
end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
Sequence: Victimae Paschali Laudes 

 
Christians, praise the paschal Victim! 

offer thankful sacrifice. 
Christ the Lamb has saved the sheep,  

Christ the just one paid the price 
reconciling sinners to the Father. 

 
Death and Life fought bitterly 

for this wondrous victory; 
the Lord of life who died reigns glorified. 

 
O, Mary, come and say 

what you saw at break of day: 
‘The empty tomb of my living Lord! 
I saw Christ Jesus risen and adored! 

Bright angels testified,  
shroud and grave clothes side by side! 
Yes, Christ my hope rose gloriously. 

He goes before you into Galilee.’ 
 

Share the good news, sing joyfully: his death is victory! 
Lord Jesus, victor King, show us mercy. 

Amen. Alleluia 
 
 
Gospel                                                  John 20:19-31 
 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, 
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled 
with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. 
 
‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ 
 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
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for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 
 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples 
said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I 
see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can 
put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can 
put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days 
later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas 
was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came 
in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. 
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, 
here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my 
side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 
 
‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the 
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 
may have life through his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
___ 
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WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

20/4: Monday of 2nd Week 
of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

21/4: Tuesday of 2nd Week 
of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

22/4: Wednesday of 2nd 
Week of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

23/4: Thursday of 2nd 
Week of Eastertide 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

24/4: Friday of 2nd Week of 
Eastertide 

Proper 
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25/4: Feast of St. Mark, 
Evangelist 

Proper 
Liturgical colour: red 

26/4: Third Sunday of 
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Proper 
Liturgical colour: white 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Date & Time Intention 

Sat 18 April, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 19 April, 10am Gavin Lanigan 
Mon 20 April, 10am Mrs. Byrne 
Tues 21 April, 10am Stephen Crawford 
Wed 22 April, 10am Ronald Harvey 
Thurs 23 April, 10am Margaret Kerr 
Fri 24 April, 10am Anne Kane 
Sat 25 April, 10am Isabel McCall 
Sat 25 April, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 26 April, 10am Marion Marshall 

  
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Maria Kelly (Millport), Lidia 
Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, 
Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie 
Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter 
McConville, Claire McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, 
Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine 
McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie Gómez Fernández, 
Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, 
Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy Galbraith, Betty Bisset, 
Donal Hughes, Fr Des Berry, Jonny Bilchak, James Reddoch, 
May Holland, Richard Dorman. Recently Deceased: 
Mary Devine, John McLaughlin, Susanne Dempsey, James 
Clannahan.  Anniversaries: Michael and Ella Hughes, Ian 
Brotherhood. 
 

NOTICES 
 
Mrs. MARY DEVINE, RIP (Largs): On behalf of the whole 
parish, I offer our sincerest condolences to the Devine family 
on the loss of a beloved mother and grandmother, who passed 
away at Hutton Park on Thursday. It is our firm hope that she 
is now reunited with Billy her husband in the presence of the 
Divine Mercy. Funeral arrangements to be finalised. 
 
Mr. JAMES CLANNAHAN, RIP (Largs): On behalf of the 
whole parish, I offer our sincerest condolences to the family of 
the late James Clannahan who passed away some days ago. 
May the Lord welcome him in His merciful compassion. 
 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: This Sunday 19th April, the 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 6pm. Since receiving the 
sacrament of reconciliation is problematic at this time, I will 
offer a collective examination of conscience followed by a few 
minutes’ silence for each of us to consider our hearts in the 
light of the Divine Mercy. We can then all recite together the 
perfect act of contrition and recite the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 
Time permitting, I will offer a reflection on the Good Thief. 
At 7pm, with all other Christians in Scotland, we will recite 
the prayer provided below for an end to the coronavirus 
pandemic and related intentions. I will conclude with 
Benediction. 
 
If you are not familiar with how to pray the Chaplet, please 
see “Prayers to help us at this time, 21.03.20” on the parish 
website. When you open the website, click on the 
“Coronavirus” option on the menu and scroll down until you 
come to “Prayers to help us at this time.” Please note that the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy is one of the prayers listed by Rome 
for obtaining the plenary indulgence during this pandemic, 
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along with the other usual conditions. Again, these are all 
listed on the website under “Coronavirus.” 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For a swift end to the 
coronavirus. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:. If you wish to set up a standing 
order via the bank, please contact the parish secretary, Mrs. 
Karen Govaerts, who will help you. 07542 570863. Please 
note that bank details will not be provided by email and I 
would ask you please note to share them with anyone else by 
email. Ask anyone who asks you to phone Karen. Many 
thanks. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 26th 
April. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 
 

___ 
 

ECUMENICAL PRAYER 
To Be Recited together at 7pm 

Sunday, 19th April 
 
Living God, speak into the depths of our experience, 
Speak the word that stills our fears 
And calms our anxieties: 
‘Peace be with you.’ 
Speak your word to the lonely and to the broken, 
To the bereaved and to those whose world has 
crumbled: 
‘Peace be with you.’ 

Faithful God, speak to us behind locked doors 
As we remember others, who risk their own safety, 
In order to serve others: 
Peace be with them. 
Carers and nurses, doctors and ambulance drivers, 
Delivery drivers and shop assistants: 
Peace be with them. 

God who inspires Hope, speak to us in the present 
And speak to us of the future, 
For though the doors are locked, in time they shall be 
open: 
Peace shall be renewed. 
For those who lead the life of our Nation: Our Queen 
Elizabeth, 
First Minister and Prime Minister, and all who shape 

our common life, 
For us all: Peace shall be renewed. 

God whose name is love and whose gift is love, 
Open our hearts to know you and to love you, 
To love you and to love our neighbour 
And as we do, to hear again: ‘Peace be with you.’ 
May we find our strength in you, 
And hear again: 
‘Peace be with you.’ Amen. 

___ 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive days 
beginning on whatever day you choose. The Novena can then be 
repeated as long as necessary. 
 

O Mary, 
you always brighten our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 

while remaining steadfast in faith. 
 

O loving Mother, 
you know what we need, 

and we are confident you will provide for us 
as at Cana in Galilee. 

 
Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 

the divine Physician, 
for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia! 
Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia! 

Resurrexit sicut dixit, alleluia! 
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia! 

____ 
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HINTS ON HANDLING  
CORONAVIRUS ANXIETY 

 
1. It’s alright to feel anxiety and stress given the 

pandemic’s threatening and unpredictable nature. 
It’s a perfect recipe for stress. So it’s normal to be 
sad, stressed, confused and scared. It would be more 
worrying if we were not. 

2. The challenge is how to manage the stress and 
anxiety so that they don’t cause physical illness, such 
as headaches, stomach aches and poor sleep. 

3. Stress and anxiety are not the same thing. Stress is a 
reaction to an external trigger like bad news. 
Anxiety, frequently caused by stress, is a deeper, 
often longer-lasting mental health condition. 

4. The constant reruns in our heads of worries such as 
“what if we can’t get to the bank?” or “what if 
there’s not enough food?” need to be interrupted. 
These can be called “circuit-breakers”: for example, 
talking to friends and family, listening to music, 
reading fiction, gardening, meditation, cooking and 
embroidery. We each need to find our circuit-
breakers! 

5. It is important not to be a “news junkie” by being 
obsessive about what’s on the news about the 
pandemic. You could, for example, take the 
decision to limit how often you look at the news to 
once in the morning, once in the afternoon and once 
in the evening. This way, you stay informed but 
limit the damage that can be caused by constantly 
feeding on bad news. 

6. Try and respect the social distancing but also 
overcome it by keeping in touch in new ways. In 
Italy, people are singing across the square to each 
other from their balconies! Try and use the new 
media technology. Avoid giving up and saying, “I’m 
too old to learn that.” Get help as best you can. 
Learning something new is a good way of de-
stressing, too, 

7. Keep an eye out for those you know. People’s 
vulnerabilities can emerge at times like this, so keep 
an eye out to see if someone you know suddenly 
starts smoking or drinking or engaging in other risky 
behaviours. 

8. Don’t bottle things up. If you need to cry, then do 
it, preferably on the shoulder of someone you love. 
If you need to express your anger, try and sit down 
and talk it out: why am I angry? What can I 
realistically do about its causes? How can I 
transform it into something positive and life-giving? 

9. Affirm your spirituality. In the Christian tradition, 
the people of God has faced plagues and pandemics 
before. Just look at the Psalms. Many of them are 
laments! As such, they deal with life experience of 
the kind we are experiencing now. Our faith brings 
its own lens through which to see the pandemic in 
perspective. 

10. Be compassionate and forgiving. It seems obvious to 
say this but anxiety and stress can lead to barriers 
going up. Avoid them. Don’t shame people who are 
infectious with the virus. Affirm the mental health 
needs of the elderly, who may be dealing with high 
levels of worry. 

11. Be kind to yourself. Be easy on yourself and you will 
be available for others. This may not be the ideal 
time to go on a diet or clean out the files or read the 
history of the world. To offer comfort to others, this 
is the time to take comfort in the books, food and 
routines we enjoy. Be open to new perspectives. 
Older people may have much to learn from younger 
people just now. Keep in touch with family and 
friends. 

12. Keep things in perspective. While we must 
realistically face what is before us, it will pass. 
 
(Adapted from Sister Maryanne Loughry, a Sister of Mercy 
from Australia, in an article in “Global Sisters Report” of the 
National Catholic Reporter, 17 April 2020) 

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
Communion Antiphon 

 
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the 
breaking of the bread, alleluia. 
 

The Great Mercy (Katharine Tynan) 
 

Betwixt the saddle and the ground  
Was mercy sought and mercy found. 

 
Yea, in the twinkling of an eye,  

He cried; and Thou hast heard his cry.  
 

Between the bullet and its mark  
Thy face made morning in his dark.  

 
And while the shell sang on its path 

Thou hast run, Thou hast run, preventing death.  
 

Thou hast run before and reached the goal,  
Gathered to Thee the unhoused soul.  

 
Thou art not bound by Time or Space:  

So fast Death runs : Thou hast won the race.  
 

Thou hast said to beaten Death: Go tell  
Of victories thou once hadst. All's well!  

 
Death, here none die but thee and Sin  

Now the great days of Life begin.  
 

And to the Soul: This day I rise  
And thee with Me to Paradise.  

 
Betwixt the saddle and the ground 

Was Mercy sought and Mercy found. 


