
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A), 29th March 2020 
 

PREPARATION FOR MASS 
 
I’ve been watching closely for a few weeks now the 
apple and cherry blossom trees at the front and side 
of St. Mary’s church. Something in me wanted 
them to start budding sooner and quicker than 
usual. Maybe rebellion against the doom and 
gloom of our present moment? 
 
At some unobserved moment of the day or night, 
the buds gradually began appearing. The external 
shell that had been protecting them up to that point 
had to give way so that the buds could appear. You 
could say that one kind of life, that of the shell, had 
to die so that another, more beautiful kind of life, 
that of the bud and eventually of the blossom, could 
appear. 
 
The life of the Spirit in us is hidden but active. Like 
the shell of the bud, our mortal condition would 
sometimes lead us to think that there is nothing 
more within us, that death will be the absolute end 
of us. But St. Paul in the second reading today 
suggests something much more consoling. Indeed, 
he proclaims it as the truth of our destiny: “if the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the 
dead will give life to your own mortal bodies 
through his Spirit living in you.” 
 
Unlike the apple blossom shell, the shell which is 
our mortal body will not just fall away. The Spirit 
in us will return it to life, not to the same life as 
before (as Lazarus was raised back to mortal life), 
but to a new kind of bodily existence sustained by 
the Spirit himself (as Jesus experienced in his 
Resurrection). 
 
Nature teaches us much about death and 
resurrection, but the supernatural truth is much 
more glorious. Never cease to call down upon 
yourself and others the presence and power of the 
Spirit of the Risen Christ. 
 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading                                Ezekiel 37:12-14 
 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your 
graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my 
people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And 
you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, my people. 

And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, 
and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – 
it is the Lord who speaks. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 129 
 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
  Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
  to the voice of my pleading. 
 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
  Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
  for this we revere you. 
 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
My soul is waiting for the Lord. 
  I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
  more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
  and Israel on the Lord.) 
 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
Because with the Lord there is mercy 
  and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
  from all its iniquity. 
 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
 
Second Reading                       Romans 8:8-11 
 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things 
can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, 
however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the 
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home 
in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of 
Christ you would not belong to him. Though your 
body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ 
is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 
have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he 
who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 
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Gospel                                                    John 11:1-45 
 
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the 
village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and 
Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the 
sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the 
Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her 
hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, 
Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but 
in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will 
be glorified.’ 
 
  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where 
he was for two more days before saying to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, 
‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone 
you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: 
 
‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? 
A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling 
because he has the light of this world to see by; 
but if he walks at night he stumbles, 
because there is no light to guide him.’ 
 
He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus 
is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples 
said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to 
get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the 
death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he 
meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is 
dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there 
because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ 
Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the 
other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 
 
  On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in 
the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only 
about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with 
them over their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary 
remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 
‘If you had been here, my brother would not have 
died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask 
of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus 
to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will 
rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus 
said: 
 
‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he 
will live, 

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 
 
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 
into this world.’ 
 
  When she had said this, she went and called her 
sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is 
here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got 
up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come 
into the village; he was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in 
the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up 
so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
 
  Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him 
she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who 
followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh 
that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you 
put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus 
wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved 
him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He 
opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have 
prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus 
reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close 
the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ 
Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; 
this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said: 
 
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me, 
but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round 
me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 
 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came 
out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff 
and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
 
  Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and 
had seen what he did believed in him. 
                     
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. Mob: 07592 059069 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
YouTube: 

https://www.rclargsandmillport.com/livestream 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Mass 
YouTube (YT): Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-
Sat, 10am.  
 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 30/3: Mass of the 
day 

5th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Tuesday 31/3: Mass of the 
day 

5th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Wednesday 1/4: Mass of 
the day 

5th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Thursday 2/4: Mass of the 
day 

5th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Friday 3/4: Mass of the day 5th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Saturday 4/4: Mass of the 
day 

5th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Sunday 5/4: Palm Sunday Proper Readings 
Liturgical colour: purple 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Date & Time Intention 
Sat 28 March, 10am Bridie Rutherford 
Sat 28 March, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 29 March, 10am Anna Quinn 
Mon 30 March, 10am Paul & Carla Magee 
Tues 31 March, 10am Alex Graham 
Wed 1 April, 10am Jack Burns 
Thurs 2 April, 10am Peter & Cathy Flynn 
Fri 3 April, 10am Sarah Towill 
Sat 4 April, 10am Mgr. Peter Magee 
Sat 4 April, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 5 April, 10am Gillian McLauchlin 

 
CALENDAR OF COMING LITURGICAL EVENTS 
Date Celebration Time Location 
4 April 
5 April 

Vigil, Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday 

6pm 
10am 

Largs (YT) 
Largs (YT) 

9 April Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 

7pm Largs (YT) 

10 April Good Friday: 
Passion & Adoration 
of the Cross 

 
3pm 
 

 
Largs (YT) 
 

11 April Holy Saturday: 
Easter Vigil  

 
7.30pm 

 
Largs (YT) 

12 April Easter Sunday: 
Resurrection Mass 

10am 
 

Largs (YT) 

Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly 
(Millport), Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, 
Colette McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa 
Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Bill Morgan, 
Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis 
Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie 
Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, 
Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Betty Bisset, Donal Hughes, Michael McLean, 
Harry Murphy, Fr Des Berry, Jonny Bilchak. Recently 
Deceased: Harry Murphy, Anne Walsh. 

 
NOTICES 

 
OUTREACH TO PARISHIONERS (Largs): The initiative 
announced last week is taking time to get on its feet. There are 
data protection considerations to be observed as well as there 
being challenges from the organizational point of view. Still, 
it is hoped that progress can soon be made. Please consult the 
parish website for any developments. 
 
LIVE STREAMING: I am pleased to announce that we now 
have our “YouTube” channel for St. Mary’s. I am hopeful 
this will cover not only the Mass but other acts of worship 
including all-day exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (until 
7pm every day except Sunday, when we end with Benediction 
at 6pm). Below is the programme for this coming week: 
 

Day Mass Other 
Sun 29/3 10am, followed by Exposition 

(until 6pm) and Rosary 
6pm, 
Benediction 

Mon 30/3 10am, followed by Exposition 
(until 7pm) and Rosary 

-- 

Tues 31/3 10am, followed by Exposition 
(until 7pm) and Rosary 

-- 

Wed 1/4 10am, followed by Exposition 
(until 7pm) and Rosary 

7pm, Via 
Crucis 

Thurs 2/4 10am, followed by Exposition 
(until 7pm) and Rosary 

-- 

Fri 3/4 10am, followed by Exposition 
(until 7pm) and Rosary 

3pm, Chaplet 
of Divine 
Mercy for end 
to pandemic 

Sat 4/4 10am, followed by Exposition 
(until 5.30pm) and Rosary  
6pm Vigil of Palm Sunday 

-- 

 
HOLY WEEK: See timetable opposite. The ceremonies can 
be viewed by all parishioners of both parishes on our 
YouTube link. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: In view of recent 
developments, I think it wiser to direct the power of our prayer 
towards all the concerns we have over the coronavirus. In 
particular, when you are praying the third sorrowful mystery 
(the Crowning with Thorns) or the fifth glorious mystery (the 
Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of Heaven), I ask you to 
offer these two “corona” mysteries for the swift elimination of 
the coronavirus from the face of the earth. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION:. If you wish to set up a standing 
order via the bank, please contact the parish secretary, Mrs. 
Karen Govaerts, who will help you. 07542 570863. Please 
note that bank details will not be provided by email and I 
would ask you please note to share them with anyone else by 
email. Ask anyone who asks you to phone Karen. Many 
thanks. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
SVDP LENTEN APPEAL (Largs): We appeal for toiletries to 
be donated for the homeless throughout Lent. 
 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 5th 
April. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
RECENT INCOME 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection Cf. Last week’s 

bulletin 
£107.81 (1/3) 
£91.67 (8/3) 
£84.05 (15/3) 

Building Fund  
--- 

£72.31 (1/3) 
£80.15 (8/3) 
£30.71 (15/3) 

 
CORONAVIRUS PRAYER 

 
Heavenly Father, loving and merciful God, we worship 
and adore You. In faith, we come before You asking for 
mercy and forgiveness for our sins against You and Your 
creation.  
 
In this time of anxiety and distress, we lift up to You the 
COVID-19 situation throughout the world. Abba Father, 
we beg You to halt the spread of this disease and to grant 
healing and comfort to those afflicted.  
 
Please cover everyone with the Precious Blood of Your 
Son, Jesus and protect all of us, especially those in the 
medical field, from any infection and harm.  
 
Lord Jesus, we beseech You to grace government leaders 
and medical experts with wisdom and knowledge to 
combat the spread of COVID-19 and to find a cure for it.  
 
Holy Spirit Lord, please breathe peace and new life into 
everyone. May You grace us with a strong sense of social 
responsibility to do the necessary, and to be prudent and 
considerate in our actions. Bless all people to work together 
as one family of God and to be compassionate to one 
another. 
 
Most Holy Trinity, we believe in You and we place all our 
hope in You. You are our strength and our shield; in You 
our hearts trust; so we are helped, and our hearts exult, and 

with our song we give thanks to You. 
(Psalm 28:7)  
 
Immaculate Conception, Mary our Mother, we seek your 
intercession for us, our loved ones, our communities and 
everyone in this world.  
 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, our Messiah and King, we 
trust in You. (X3)  Amen. 

 
(from the “Catholic Spirituality Centre”, cstr.net) 

___ 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive days 
beginning on Sunday 22nd March. It can be begun on any subsequent 
day, of course, and continued for the same nine days. The Novena can 
then be repeated as long as necessary. 
 

O Mary, 
you always brighten our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 

while remaining steadfast in faith. 
 

O loving Mother, 
you know what we need, 

and we are confident you will provide for us 
as at Cana in Galilee. 

 
Intercede for us with you Son Jesus, 

the divine Physician, 
for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love,\ 
to confirm to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

We fly to thy protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Despise not our prayers in our necessities 

But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 


