
“LAETARE” SUNDAY (A), 22nd March 2020 
 
 

PREPARATION FOR MASS 
 
I’m writing this on Tuesday afternoon, St. Patrick’s day, 
unsure at this stage if there will be public Mass this 
coming weekend or, indeed, for a number of weeks to 
come. It’s a strange feeling, a bit like “being all dressed 
up with nowhere to go.” While I will be able to say Mass 
privately (and even have it streamed on YouTube for 
parishioners who wish to watch), it brings me back to the 
many years in the diplomatic service and at the tribunal 
in Glasgow when, every third or fourth Sunday, I would 
have no congregation. I used to imagine the court of 
heaven watching me celebrate! 
 
And yet, let’s recall that the Mass is the sacrifice of 
Calvary in sacramental form: the Lord Jesus on the 
Cross hardly had a believing “congregation” before 
him, apart from Mary and John and a few others. Jesus 
said of his crucifixion, “when I am lifted up from the 
earth, I will draw all people to myself.” And across the 
centuries, Mass after Mass, wherever celebrated and 
with whatever number of people present, He has been 
doing just that. The Mass is the Magnet of humanity! 
 
The Mass, like Calvary, continues to be effective, to 
bestow benefits on all people, whether present or absent, 
believing or doubting, good or bad. The Mass is the 
“sun” which the Father “causes to shine on good and 
bad men alike.” So, I will keep saying the Mass every 
day at the usual time whether you are “allowed” to be 
there or not. From behind closed doors, the Lord will 
continue to reach out to you with his consoling presence 
and love, as he did when he appeared to the apostles in 
the locked upper room after his Resurrection. Let the 
knowledge that the Mass still goes on give you peace and 
reassurance. “I am with you always, to the end of time.” 
 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading                   1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13 
 
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and 
go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have 
chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel 
arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the 
Lord’s anointed stands there before him,’ but the Lord 
said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him: God does not see as man 
sees: man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the 
heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ 
He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ 
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is 
out looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he 
comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh 

complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The 
Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, 
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he 
stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized 
on David and stayed with him from that day on. 
 
Ps. 22: The Lord is my shepherd: there is 
nothing I shall want. 
 
Second Reading                   Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the 
Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light 
are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. 
Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having 
nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but 
exposing them by contrast. The things which are done 
in secret are things that people are ashamed even to 
speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 
  
Gospel                                John 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38 
 
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind 
from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man, and 
said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name 
that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and 
washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. 

  His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him 
begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and 
beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, 
‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am 
the man.’ 

  They brought the man who had been blind to the 
Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made 
the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the 
Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, 
‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ 
Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be 
from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, 
‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the 
blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him 
yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a 
prophet’ replied the man. 

  ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a 
sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And 
they drove him away. 

  Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he 
found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I 
may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; 
he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, 
and worshipped him. 
                      The Gospel of the Lord. 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. Mob: 07592 059069 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Mass 
YouTube (once set up): Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; 
Mon-Sat, 10am.  
 
Confessions and Anointing of the Sick 
Largs: Monday-Friday, 10.30am. Saturday, 10.30am & 4pm 
to no later than 5.30pm. Sunday, 11am & 4pm. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Largs. From 
10.30am to 7pm, weekdays; from 11am to 7pm, Sunday. 
Please remember that the sanctuary is alarmed. 
 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 23/3: Mass of the 
day 

4th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Tuesday 24/3: Mass of the 
day 

4th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Wednesday 25/3: 
Solemnity of the 
Annunciation of the Lord 

Proper Readings 
Liturgical colour: white 

Thursday 26/3: Mass of the 
day 

4th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Friday 27/3: Mass of the 
day 

4th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Saturday 28/3: Mass of the 
day 

4th Week of Lent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Sunday 29/3: 5th  Sunday of 
Lent (Year A) 

Proper Readings 
Liturgical colour: purple 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Date & Time Intention 
Sat 21 March, 6pm Mgr Thomas Wynne 
Sun 22 March, 10am Kenneth McComish 
Sun 22 March, 12.15pm All Parishioners 
Mon 23 March, 10am James & Cynthia McGinty 
Tues 24 March, 10am Deceased Legionaries & Aux. 
Wed 25 March, 10am Gerry Graham 
Thurs 26 March, 10am Hannah Cannie 
Fri 27 March, 7pm Paul & Carla Magee 
Sat 28 March, 10am Bridie Rutherford 
Sat 28 March, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 29 March, 10am Anna Quinn 
Sun 29 March, 12.15pm Mgr. Brian Holloran 

 
CALENDAR OF COMING LITURGICAL EVENTS 
Date Celebration Time Location 
5 April Palm Sunday 10am Largs (YT) 
9 April Holy Thursday 

Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 

7pm Largs (YT) 

Date Celebration Time Location 
10 April Good Friday: 

Passion & Adoration 
of the Cross 

 
3pm 
 

 
Largs (YT) 
 

11 April Holy Saturday: 
Easter Vigil  

 
7.30pm 

 
Largs (YT) 

12 April Easter Sunday: 
Resurrection Mass 

10am 
 

Largs (YT) 

3 May First Communions 12.15pm Millport 
 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly 
(Millport), Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, 
Colette McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce 
McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa 
Black, Peter McConville, Claire McConville, Bill Morgan, 
Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, Ness Cranston, Francis 
Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie 
Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, 
Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Roddy 
Galbraith, Betty Bisset, Donal Hughes, Michael McLean, 
Harry Murphy, Fr Des Berry, Jonny Bilchak. Recently 
Deceased: Patrick McGinty, Jim McMahon, Tom 
Rutherford, Daniel Morrison. Anniversaries: George 
Galbraith, Bridie Connick, Bill Cranston. 

 
NOTICES 

 
PATRICK McGINTY, RIP: On behalf of the whole parish, 
I offer our sincerest condolences and prayers to the family and 
friends of the late Patrick McGinty. The family has decided to 
have a private crematorium service prior to the burial and will 
hold a memorial Mass for Patrick at a future date. There will 
therefore no longer be a funeral Mass here at St. Mary’s on 
26th March, as had originally been planned. 
 
THOMAS RUTHERFORD, RIP: On behalf of the whole 
parish, I offer our sincerest condolences and prayers to the 
family and friends of the late Thomas Rutherford. His funeral 
will take place in St. Mary’s at 10am on Friday 27th March. 
Since only a restricted number of relatives and friends is 
permitted at funerals due to the coronavirus, parishioners 
should remain at home. If our live streaming is up and 
running by early next week, spiritual participation in the 
funeral can take place on YouTube. 
 
OUTREACH TO PARISHIONERS (Largs): A steering 
group of parishioners coordinated by Rog Townley is working 
to establish ways of reaching out to those in St. Mary’s parish 
(Largs, Skelmorlie and Fairlie) who are self-isolating or 
isolated, and who may wish assistance during the current 
coronavirus crisis (e.g. with things like groceries, medication, 
dog-walking, etc,). This could include just being a “phone 
friend” to someone. If any parishioner wishes to volunteer in 
this endeavour, please send your contact details by email to 
the parish email address: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk. For 
ongoing developments on this initiative, keep an eye on the 
parish website in the coming days. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF MASS: Until further notice, the 
church will be closed for physical participation in the Mass. 
Setting up the live streaming of the Mass has posed a few 
technical problems. I hope we can have it in place, though, in 
the course of the coming week. For Sunday 22nd March, I 
invite people to watch the live streaming of 10am Mass at St. 
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Margaret’s Cathedral in Ayr (www.facebook.com/RCayr). 
Since we have no internet connection in the church, live 
streaming will have to be limited to the actual Liturgy taking 
place and not be on a permanent footing as I had hoped. For 
this reason, I will not leave the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
overnight as I had planned.  Once we are up and running, I 
invite you to follow Mass: every day at 10am; and Saturday 
also at 6pm. After morning Mass is over, I will open the 
church for private visits to pray before the exposed Blessed 
Sacrament, to hear confessions and to administer the 
Anointing of the Sick for anyone who qualifies for this 
sacrament (cf. below). 
 
HOLY WEEK: I will perform the Holy Week ceremonies 
with the help of one or two parishioners. I will advise you of 
the times in due course, both in the bulletin and on the parish 
website. These can be viewed by all parishioners of both 
parishes on our YouTube link. 
 
CANCELLATIONS: Lenten Devotions, Sunday, 22nd 
March and 5 April; Stations of the Cross on 25th March and 
1st April; Penance Services of 26th March and 3rd April; Acies 
of Legion of Mary, 29th March; Reconciliation in the school, 
24th March; Taizé evening of prayer, 2nd April. The meetings 
of “Exploring our Faith” (Largs) are also cancelled as are those 
of the prayer group “Journey into Freedom” (Millport). While 
I would hope things might have improved by May, 
realistically we will probably also have to cancel First 
Communions on 3rd May (Millport) and 17th May (Largs). I 
will also have to postpone the reception into the Church and 
confirmation of a parishioner in Largs, and the baptism & 
confirmation of another adult in Millport at Easter. 
 
PARISH HALL: Please note that the Hall is now closed for 
all activities until further notice. 
 
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION (Largs): I will be available 
Monday to Saturday for individual confession at 10.30am in 
the sacristy, to allow for more space between myself and the 
penitent. On Saturday I will also be available from 4pm. On 
Sunday, I will be available from 11am and again from 4pm. I 
will remain each time as long as required but, on Saturday, 
the church will be closed at 5.30pm so that I can prepare for 
the private celebration of the 6pm Mass. If anyone needs 
confession outside of these times, or just a chance to talk or 
unburden, do not hesitate to get in touch with me and I will 
oblige to the very best of my abilities. 
 
CONFESSIONS (Millport): I will be available in the parish 
house (accessed through the sacristy) for individual 
confessions and the anointing of the sick from 4.15pm on 
Thursday 25th March, 1st April and 8th April. 
 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK: The 
Church tells us that: “The anointing of the sick can be 
administered to a member of the faithful who, having reached 
the use of reason, begins to be in danger due to sickness or old 
age. This sacrament can be repeated if the sick person, having 
recovered, again becomes gravely ill or if the condition 
becomes more grave during the same illness. This sacrament 
is to be administered in a case of doubt whether the sick 
person has attained the use of reason, is dangerously ill, or is 
dead. This sacrament is to be conferred on the sick who at 

least implicitly requested it when they were in control of their 
faculties.”   
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: In view of recent 
developments, I think it wiser to direct the power of our prayer 
towards all the concerns we have over the coronavirus. In 
particular, when you are praying the third sorrowful mystery 
(the Crowning with Thorns) or the fifth glorious mystery (the 
Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of Heaven), I ask you to 
offer these two “corona” mysteries for the swift elimination of 
the coronavirus from the face of the earth. 
 
PRAYERLINE: To ask for prayers, phone: 078037 48251. 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION: I appeal to parishioners in both 
parishes who normally make their weekly financial donation 
to the parish through the collection bag either to send us a 
cheque or to pop your donation into an envelope and put it 
through the parish house letterbox. If you wish to set up a 
standing order via the bank, please contact the parish 
secretary, Mrs. Karen Govaerts, who will help you. 01475 
740019, option 7. 
 
NEW COLLECTION ENVELOPES (Largs): For use from 
the weekend of 11th/12th April: Envelopes for those 
parishioners who HAVE NOT signed a gift-aid form are 
located in the vestibule at the entrance to the church. 
Envelopes for those who HAVE signed gift-aid forms are at 
the front of the church near the Blessed Sacrament altar. If 
you want to join the gift-aid scheme, cannot find your gift-aid 
envelopes or want to start paying by standing order, please 
contact Karen Govaerts, the Parish Secretary: tel: 01475 
740019  or email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk  Sincere 
thanks to all who contribute generously to the Church. 
 
SCIAF: This Sunday there was supposed to have been the 
annual Lenten appeal for SCIAF. I can only encourage you 
to send your donations directly to the charity’s offices: SCIAF, 
7 West Nile Street, Glasgow, G1 2PR. 
 
THANK YOU to all who participated in the sale of work on 
Sunday whereby a grand total of £664.50 was raised which 
will be donated to Largs First Responders. (From Cathy 
McInnes, Angela McNulty (St Mary's Chat and Do)). 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
SVDP LENTEN APPEAL (Largs): We appeal for toiletries to 
be donated for the homeless throughout Lent. 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 5th 
April. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
RECENT INCOME 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £650.13 (1/3) 

£513.85 (8/3) 
£534.13 (15/3) 

Not yet available 
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Other £41.93 (1/3) 
£67.16 (8/3) 
£23.20 (15/3) 

--- 

 
CORONAVIRUS PRAYER 

 
Heavenly Father, loving and merciful God, we worship 
and adore You. In faith, we come before You asking for 
mercy and forgiveness for our sins against You and Your 
creation.  
 
In this time of anxiety and distress, we lift up to You the 
COVID-19 situation throughout the world. Abba Father, 
we beg You to halt the spread of this disease and to grant 
healing and comfort to those afflicted.  
 
Please cover everyone with the Precious Blood of Your 
Son, Jesus and protect all of us, especially those in the 
medical field, from any infection and harm.  
 
Lord Jesus, we beseech You to grace government leaders 
and medical experts with wisdom and knowledge to 
combat the spread of COVID-19 and to find a cure for 
it.  
 
Holy Spirit Lord, please breathe peace and new life into 
everyone. May You grace us with a strong sense of social 
responsibility to do the necessary, and to be prudent and 
considerate in our actions. Bless all people to work 
together as one family of God and to be compassionate to 
one another. 
 
Most Holy Trinity, we believe in You and we place all 
our hope in You.  
 
You are our strength and our shield; in You our hearts 
trust; so we are helped, and our hearts exult, and with our 
song we give thanks to You. 
(Psalm 28:7)  
 
Immaculate Conception, Mary our Mother, we seek your 
intercession for us, our loved ones, our communities and 
everyone in this world.  
 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, our Messiah and King, we 
trust in You. (X3)  Amen. 

 
(from the “Catholic Spirituality Centre”, cstr.net) 

___ 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

All Parishioners are invited to say this prayer for nine consecutive days 
beginning on Sunday 22nd March. It can be begun on any subsequent 
day, of course, and continued for the same nine days. The Novena can 
then be repeated as long as necessary. 
 

O Mary, 
you always brighten our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 

while remaining steadfast in faith. 
 

O loving Mother, 
you know what we need, 

and we are confident you will provide for us 
as at Cana in Galilee. 

 
Intercede for us with you Son Jesus, 

the divine Physician, 
for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable 
and for those who have died. 

 
Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love,\ 
to confirm to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
suffering and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

We fly to thy protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Despise not our prayers in our necessities 

But ever deliver us from all dangers, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 
(Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis) 

--- 
 

The Angelus (said at 12 noon and 6pm): 
 
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 
R. And She conceived by the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary. 
 
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
R. Be it done unto me according to thy word. Hail Mary. 
 
V. And the Word was made flesh. 
R. And dwelt amongst us. Hail Mary. 
 
V. Pray for us, o holy Mother of God. 
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
Let us pray  
 
Pour forth we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our 
hearts that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy Son 
was made known by the message of an angel, may, by his 
passion and Cross, be brought to the glory of his 
Resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Glory be to the Father (three times). May the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 


