
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD, 2nd February 2020 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
Right at the heart of winter, our Christian tradition gives 
us the feast of the Presentation of the Lord. A central 
theme of this feast is light, and in fact today is sometimes 
called Candlemas Day (the day on which all the candles 
for use in the church for the coming year would be 
blessed). The Prophet Simeon who takes the child Jesus 
in his arms calls him “the light to enlighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of your people Israel.” Christ is the light, 
the “candle”, which never goes out and which darkness 
cannot overpower. 
 
Winter and its long nights can be a trial for many people. 
It can, even clinically, cause a deep sadness and even 
depression to set in or to be made worse. Spiritually, too, 
it can be difficult to raise our hopes or feel that we are as 
alive in the Spirit as we might like. 
 
But none of these forms of inner darkness can in the end 
snuff out the wavering flame within us. Deep within us, 
Christ continues to shine, at a depth deeper than the 
darkness we might feel. However wearily, we need to 
peer through the lattice of our souls, like a small porthole 
in the orlop deck of a ship. There we will detect that light 
which the deep waters of our souls cannot extinguish. It 
is the light of Christ’s heart beating for us. He is deep in 
the temple which we are, presenting himself to us as he 
did to Simeon. If we care to, we can reach out to Mary’s 
open arms and lift him in ours to find once more the joy 
of salvation and light for our dim and weary eyes. So, go 
light a candle and lift up your heart! 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 747 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading              Malachi 3:1-4 
 
In this excerpt, the prophet Malachi refers to the presentation of the 
Lord in the temple as his sudden return at the end of time. The 
“Temple” in this text does refer at face value to the Temple in 
Jerusalem but its mystical meaning is Creation itself. The Lord is 
already present in Creation: he holds it in existence! But he is not 
fully manifest as yet; he is not in this sense “presented” to our eyes 
beyond the veil of created things. When he does present himself 
suddenly to the eyes of all flesh, he will refine and purify those who 
have longed for him so that we are fit to live with Him forever. 
 
The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger to prepare a way before me. And the Lord 
you are seeking will suddenly enter his Temple; and the 

angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes, he 
is coming, says the Lord of Hosts. Who will be able to 
resist the day of his coming? Who will remain standing 
when he appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire and the 
fullers’ alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and purifier; 
he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, and then they will make the offering to the 
Lord as it should be made. The offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will then be welcomed by the Lord as in 
former days, as in the years of old. 
 
Ps. 23: Who is the king of glory? He, the Lord, he 
is the king of glory. 
 
Second Reading                  Hebrews 2:14-18 
 
This profound and beautiful text tells us why Jesus had to die and 
why we now no longer need to fear dying. It also tells us why Jesus 
submitted himself to temptation and why we need no longer fear 
being tempted. Because of Jesus, temptation, sin and death lie at 
our feet. His love has conquered all these so as to conquer us. 
 
Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, 
Christ too shared equally in it, so that by his death he 
could take away all the power of the devil, who had 
power over death, and set free all those who had been 
held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. For it 
was not the angels that he took to himself; he took to 
himself descent from Abraham. It was essential that he 
should in this way become completely like his brothers 
so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy 
high priest of God’s religion, able to atone for human 
sins. That is, because he has himself been through 
temptation he is able to help others who are tempted. 
  
Gospel                           Luke 2:22-32 
 
When the day came for them to be purified as laid down 
by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord – observing 
what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-
born male must be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in 
sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of 
the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 
Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He 
was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to 
Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ 
of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the 
Temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus 
to do for him what the Law required, he took him into 
his arms and blessed God; and he said: ‘Now, Master, 
you can let your servant go in peace, just as you 
promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a 
light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your 
people Israel.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to All our visitors. 

Please Remember to 
Turn off all mobile devices! 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 740019. Mob: 07592 059069 

Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat, 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am (with Exposition 
from 9am) 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 10am Mass 
and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 10am Mass on Thursday. 
 

WEEKLY LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 3/2: St. Blaise, 
Bishop & Martyr (d. 4th c.) 

4th Week of Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

Tuesday 4/2: Mass for the 
Family 

4th Week of Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

Wednesday 5/2: St. Agatha 
(d. 3rd century) 

4th Week of Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

Thursday 6/2: SS. Paul 
Miki & Companions (d. 16th 
century) 

4th Week of Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

Friday 7/2: Votive Mass of 
the Sacred Heart 

4th Week of Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Saturday 8/2: Mass of Our 
Lady 

4th Week of Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Sunday 9/2: 5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Proper Readings 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Date & Time Intention 
Sat 1 February, 6pm Fr Marin O’Keefe 
Sun 2 February, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 2 February, 12.15pm Michael Righetti  
Mon 3 February, 10am George McKinnon 
Tues 4 February, 10am Jim Bonnar 
Wed 5 February, 10am Phil Mitchell 
Thurs 6 February 10am Frank Maguire 
Fri 7 February, 7pm Thanksgiving 
Sat 8 February, 10am George McKinnon 
Sat 8 February, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 9 February, 10am William Magee 
Sun 9 February, 12.15pm Special Intention 

 
CALENDAR OF COMING LITURGICAL EVENTS 
Date Celebration Time Location 
26 Feb Ash Wednesday: 

Ashes only 
Mass & Ashes 
Mass & Ashes 
Mass & Ashes 

 
9am 
10am 
12.15pm 
7pm 

 
Prim. Sch. 
Largs 
Millport 
Largs 

Date Celebration Time Location 
1 Mar Lenten Devotions 6pm Largs 
10 Mar St. John Ogilvie 10am Largs 
17 Mar St. Patrick 

1st Reconciliation 
10am 
7pm 

Largs 
Largs 

19 Mar St. Joseph 10am Millport 
22 Mar Lenten Devotions 6pm Largs 
24 Mar Reconciliation 11am School 
25 Mar Annunciation 10am Largs 
2 Apr Penance Service 2pm Largs 
3 April Penance Service 6pm Largs 
5 April Palm Sunday 

 
 
Lenten Devotions 

6pm Vig 
10am 
12.15pm 
6pm 

Largs 
Largs 
Millport 
Largs 

7 April Chrism Mass 7pm Ayr 
9 April Holy Thursday: 

Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 

 
5pm 
7.30pm 

 
Millport 
Largs 

10 April Good Friday: 
Passion & Adoration 
of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross 

 
12.15pm 
3pm 
7pm 

 
Millport 
Largs 
Largs 

11 April Holy Saturday: 
Easter Vigil with 
Reception into Church  

 
7.30pm 

 
Largs 

12 April Easter Sunday: 
Resurrection Mass 
Mass with Reception 
into the Church 

 
10am 
12.15pm 

 
Largs 
Millport 

3 May First Communions 12.15pm Millport 
17 May First Communions 12 Noon Largs 
Wednesdays 
of Lent 
except Holy 
Week 
Thursdays 
of Lent 
except Holy 
Week 

Stations of the 
Cross 
 
 
Stations of the 
Cross 

7pm 
 
 
 
9.30am 

Largs 
 
 
 
Millport 

Thurs, Fri 
& Sat of 
Holy Week 

Office of Readings 
& Morning Prayer 

9am Largs 

 
Sick: Margaret Gallagher, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly 
(Millport), Fr. Gerard Hamill, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, 
Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Alex Greig, Sarah 
McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby Ava 
May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire 
McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, Angela 
Bebbington, Nelson Bebbington, Ness Cranston, Francis 
Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie 
Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, 
Ben Brownlie, Sheena Lane, William Percy, Margaret 
Graham, Roddy Galbraith, Betty Bisset. Recently 
Deceased: Phil Mitchell, Rachel Ferguson. Anniversaries: 
Pat Kelly, John Ryan, James Murphy, Tom Connell, Craig 
Cunningham. 

NOTICES 
 
CONFIRMATIONS (Largs): This Tuesday, 4th February, 
our Primary 4 children will be receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation from Bishop Nolan at a service in St. Peter’s in 
Ardrossan at 7pm. Cards and other gift ideas are available in 
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the parish stall. I ask the whole parish, especially the sick and 
housebound, to pray for these children on this significant day 
in their spiritual growth. Let us also pray fervently and 
unremittingly that all of our young people in the parish, led 
by the commitment and example of their parents, will remain 
faithful to the practice of the faith and come to know its depth, 
its riches and its power. 
 
BLESSING OF THROATS: The traditional blessing of 
throats with candles will take place on the feast of St. Blaise 
this coming Monday at the end of the 10am Mass. 
 
MASS FOR THE FAMILY: The readings for Mass on 
Tuesday suggest that the prayers of the Mass be taken for the 
Mass for the Family. In the first reading, David sobs loudly at 
the loss of his son Absalom who had tried to dethrone him. In 
the Gospel, Jesus raises a 12-year old girl from the dead and 
restores her to her parents. Most families have problems: such 
is life! If you can, come to Mass this Tuesday and seek healing 
and peace from the Lord, lover and healer of all families. 
 
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS & NOVENA OF THE 
SACRED HEART: I apologise for letting this slip towards the 
end of last year. Let’s start again! This coming Friday is First 
Friday. Exposition from 6pm. Rosary and novena prayers at 
6.30pm. Mass at 7pm followed by confessions. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For the elderly (or 
“third generation”) in our parishes, especially those who 
experience loneliness and are troubled and anxious about 
their health and the prospect of death. That Our Lady will, 
through our prayers and outreach, bring them comfort, peace 
of mind and great, great trust in the love of God. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT (Largs): I 
invite those parish groups who wish to lead the Stations of the 
Cross on a Wednesday evening during Lent to let me know. 
The dates available are: 4, 11, 18, 25 March and 2 April. 
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK: The 
Diocesan Mass for the World Day of Prayer for the Sick will 
be held on Sunday 9th February at 4pm in St Margaret’s 
Cathedral, Ayr. If you wish to be anointed during that Mass, 
please make yourself known to a member of the Hospitalité 
team on the day. Mass will be followed by refreshments in the 
hall and the Galloway Lourdes Hospitalité AGM. 
 
CANDLEMAS SERVICE: St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 
at 6.30pm, 2nd February. 
 
JOURNEY INTO FREEDOM (Millport): A Lenten retreat 
based on “The Spiritual Exercises” of Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
will be offered in Millport. This will be an eight-week 
programme running on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm from 
20 February - 16 April, and will probably take place in the 
parish house. Anyone interested in attending this programme 
should sing up on the sign-up sheet at the back of the church 
or call Catherine 07986604302. 
 
ST. MARY’S PARISH YOUTH FORUM (Largs): I am 
delighted to announce that a Youth Forum has been 
established for St. Mary’s Parish. The Forum is intended to 
be a means for our young people themselves and for adult 
supporters to explore possibilities, exchange ideas and come 

up with proposals and initiatives for concrete and varied 
activities which link faith and fun, prayer and action and 
worship and life. The Forum is intended as an open and 
flexible space for our young people to feel valued and 
encouraged in their commitment to the parish and wider 
community. Mr. Chris Kelly has kindly accepted to be the 
animator of the Forum. I ask everyone in the parish to pray 
for the success of this new initiative and to cooperate with it 
as much as possible whenever your help might be asked. I 
especially ask parents of young people in the parish to 
encourage their own sons and daughters to get involved in the 
Forum as it gains momentum in the weeks and months ahead. 
Please note that all safeguarding requirements associated with 
the Forum will be robustly observed. 
 
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND: 
From 12th-19th October. Hotels will be in Bethlehem and 
Tiberias. Booking forms are now available from the sacristy. 
The cost is £1,545 per person sharing. Please see poster or 
contact Fr. David Borland for more information: 
david.borland@gallowaydiocese.org.uk. 
 
FUNERAL PALL (Largs): For some time, I have felt that we 
needed a proper and dignified funeral pall to cover the coffin 
during funeral Masses. One has now been purchased for use 
in St. Mary’s. For your information, the cost of the pall was 
just over £600. If any parishioner would wish to contribute to 
defraying this expense, any donation however small will be 
most gratefully received. I suggest you place it inside an 
envelope marked “funeral pall” and either place it in the 
collection bag or hand it to Fr. Peter. 
 
PARISH PHONE NUMBERS: Landline, 01475 
740019. Mobile, 07592 059069. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 16th 
February. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
RECENT INCOME 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £609.61 (5/1) 

£539.21 (12/1) 
£568.13 (19/1) 
£604.47 (26/1) 

£361.10 (25/12) 
£136.20 (29/12) 
£111.78 (5/1) 
£126.12 (12/1) 
£128.27 (19/1) 
£92.07 (26/1) 

Other £66.88 (5/1) 
£46.54 (12/1) 
£107.13 (26/1) 

 
--- 

Building Fund --- £61.08 (29/12) 
£59.52 (19/1) 
£95.52 (26/1) 

Hall to Parish 
reimbursements 

£1,457.34 (5/1) --- 

Justice & Peace £376.88 (5/1) £155.99 (5/1) 
Crib donations £462.15 (12/1) Not yet available 
SCIAF £38.46 (19/1) --- 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all 
bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 336 
 
I don’t know if “holy jealousy” is allowed, but I certainly 
feel it when I think of Simeon in today’s Gospel. There is 
first of all the amazing grace of being told by the Holy 
Spirit that he would see the Messiah before dying. 
Millennia of Simeon’s forebears longed for the coming of 
the Messiah, people like Abraham, Moses and David, 
giants of Jewish history. And here’s Simeon, someone 
relatively unknown, who is given this privilege! It’s God’s 
typical way of working: that the least expected see the most 
expected. 
 
Even more do I envy Simeon the incredible joy of holding 
God as a baby in his arms. I wonder what the child 
weighed, what he looked like, how he sounded! Mary and 
Joseph certainly wondered at this old man taking the child 
in his arms and saying such mysterious things about him. 
 
Take a moment to feel the weight of the Messiah in your 
arms, to feel the warmth of his body. Let him lean against 
you and give you that baby gaze. Speak to his Mother and 
father. How do they respond? 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Mystery of the Presentation of the Lord 

 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 

For your co-eternal Son was presented on this day in the 
Temple and revealed by the Spirit 
as the glory of Israel and Light of the nations….. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
prepared in the sight of all the peoples. 
 
For all someone might have a holy envy of Simeon for 
holding the child Jesus in his arms, it is Simeon who should 
be envious of us who hold the risen Christ under the veil of 
the sacrament in our hands, in our mouths and in our 
entire being, body and soul. 
 
The Fathers of the Church regarded the Presentation in 
the Temple as an anticipation of Calvary. In the one, he is 
presented as a child to God the Father; in the other, he 
sacrifices himself as a man to God the Father. In the one, 
his blood is drawn in circumcision; in the other, blood and 
water pour out as he is pierced with a lance. In the one, his 
Mother intuits the loss of her child to his mission and 
destiny; in the other She witnesses that loss completely as 
Christ fulfils his mission and destiny. In the one, Jesus 
observes the prescription of the law by being circumcised; 
in the other, he completes and overcomes the law by his 
death out of love for us and for the Father. In the one, he 
is foretold as the light of the nations and the glory of Israel; 
in the other, he draws all the nations into one by the 
outpouring of the Spirit on the Cross. In the one, he is 
prophesied as being a stumbling block for many; in the 
other, his Cross becomes the scandal of salvation. 
 
By saying “amen” to holy communion, we say amen to 
both the one and the other. We become the one and the 
other, for ourselves, for others and for the Lord. 

 
Hymn for Communion (Largs): 607 

 
MARIAN ANTIPHON: Ave Regina Caelorum (n. 
38b) at the 10am Mass only. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 177 
 

A priest, a minister and a rabbi are discussing when life 
begins. The priests says, “It begins at conception”. The 
minister says, “Life begins at 24 weeks gestation”. The 
rabbi says, “You are both wrong, Life begins when the kids 
move out of the house and the dog dies.” 
 
Man: What is a million years like to you? 
God: Like one second. 
Man: What is a million dollars like to you? 
God: Like one penny. 
Man: Can I have a penny? 
God: Just a second. 
 
 


