
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (Mass of the Day), 5th January 2020 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
A new day, a new year, a new decade. A new life? On 
one occasion, when an angel released the apostles from 
prison, he told them to go to the Temple in Jerusalem 
and “tell the people all about this new life” (Acts 5:20). 
He was referring to that new life which is conferred by 
the Resurrection. It’s not a new life understood merely 
as the “next” life, as if it were “next year” or “next 
decade.” It is new because it is God’s own life, immortal 
and eternal, poured out upon us by Christ as He died on 
the Cross. We have received it in seed form in baptism. 
It grows and intensifies within us as we receive the other 
sacraments in faith, hope and love. It influences and 
informs, it transfuses and transforms how we “tick”, the 
deepest core of our souls. 
 
To become more and more aware that the risen life of 
Christ is already within us, and not “out there” 
somewhere, is the daily task and call of the baptised. To 
engage with the God within, who looks out of our very 
eyes, who is lovingly aware of everything we are aware 
of ourselves, who knows the rhythm of our breathing as 
if it were his own: such engagement will make his life 
evermore alive in us. We will become transparent with 
Christ. “I live, no not I: Christ lives in me”, said St. Paul. 
If epiphany means manifestation, then the epiphany 
which Christ most desires is to become manifest in us. 
So, yes, let that new life shine out of us this new year! 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 166 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading               Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Isaiah interprets for us the true meaning of the Star of Bethlehem: 
it is Christ Himself, not so much at his birth as at his return in 
glory at the end of time. He is the Bright Morning Star which never 
sets, as we hear in the Exsultet sung at the Easter Vigil  
 
Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the 
glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still 
covers the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you 
the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The 
nations come to your light and kings to your dawning 
brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round: all are 
assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far 
away and your daughters being tenderly carried. At this 
sight you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and 
full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you, the wealth 
of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover 

you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone 
in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and 
singing the praise of the Lord. 
 
Ps. 71: All nations shall fall prostrate before 
you, O Lord. 
 
Second Reading               Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 
 
The offer of salvation from God is universal, not exclusive. Christ 
came to die for all people, not just for Jews … and not just for 
Catholics! But the universal offer of salvation requires each 
individual to accept that offer. Salvation is not forced on anyone. 
We know not if the Magi became Christians after Bethlehem. We 
do know that they were seeking God with a sincere heart. The 
Epiphany is a call to respect the ways of God with his own 
creatures and to thank him that his way for us is faith in Christ. 
 
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by 
God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was by 
a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the 
mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed 
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was 
unknown to any men in past generations; it means that 
pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are 
parts of the same body, and that the same promise has 
been made to them, in Jesus Christ, through the gospel. 
  
Gospel                      Matthew 2:1-12 
 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea 
during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came 
to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of 
the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have 
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this 
he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. 
He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of 
the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him ‘for 
this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of 
Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’ Then Herod summoned the wise men to see 
him privately. He asked them the exact date on which 
the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. 
‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when 
you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go 
and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king 
had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was 
the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted 
over the place where the child was. The sight of the star 
filled them with delight, and going into the house they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their 
knees they did him homage. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a 
different way. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to All our visitors. 

Please Remember to 
Turn off all mobile devices! 
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Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  
PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat, 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am (with Exposition 
from 9am) 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 10am Mass 
and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 10am Mass on Thursday. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 6/1: Mass of the 
day 

Monday after Epiphany 
Liturgical colour: white 

Tuesday 7/1: Mass of the 
day 

Tuesday after Epiphany 
Liturgical colour: white 

Wednesday 8/1: Mass of 
the day 

Wednesday after Epiphany 
Liturgical colour: white 

Thursday 9/1: Mass of the 
day 

Thursday after Epiphany 
Liturgical colour: white 

Friday 10/1: Mass of the 
day 

Friday after Epiphany 
Liturgical colour: white 

Saturday 11/1: Mass of the 
day 

Saturday after Epiphany 
Liturgical colour: white 

Sunday 12/1: Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord 

Proper Readings 
Liturgical colour: white 

 
N.B. On Monday 13 January begins Week 1 in 

Ordinary Time. Weekday Readings are for Year 2 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Date & Time Intention 

Sat 4 January, 6pm Fr. Anthony McCarthy 
Sun 5 January 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 5 January, 12.15pm Fr. Colm Morris 
Mon 6 January, 10am Winifred Bryce et al. 
Tues 7 January, 10am May Johnson 
Wed 8 January, 10am Anne Quinn 
Thurs 9 January, 10am Grace Smillie 
Fri 10 January, 7pm Isabella O’Donnell 
Sat 11 January, 10am Patricia Alexander 
Sat 11 January, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 12 January, 10am Kenny McComish 
Sun 12 January, 12.15pm Patrick McPartlin 

 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Margaret Gallagher, Anne Gaffney, 
Maria Kelly (Millport), Fr. Gerard Hamill, Lidia Tracey, 
Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Alex Greig, 
Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby 
Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire 
McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, Angela 

Bebbington, Nelson Bebbington, Ness Cranston, Francis 
Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, Marie 
Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Martin Doherty, 
Ben Brownlie, Terence McDermott, Sheena Lane. Recently 
Deceased: Jim Kelly, Elizabeth O’Malley, Margaret Young, 
Keiron Williamson, May McCrossan. Anniversaries: Sara 
Maria MacMillan, Ronald Harvey, Edward Connick, Billy 
Connick, Brian Connick, Agnes Kelly. 
 

NOTICES 
 
JIM KELLY, RIP: As we continue to pray for Jim’s eternal 
repose, and for the peace and consolation of his family, 
there has not as yet been fixed a date for his funeral. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For the gift of 
wisdom and discernment for our teenagers. That the Lord 
will help them know the difference between what only 
seems good, but is in reality bad, and what is truly good. 
May they know the joy of always choosing the right thing 
in God’s eyes. 
 
ST. MARGARET’S ADOPTION SOCIETY: The 
contributions you put into the box at the Crib will go to the 
Adoption Society. I make a special appeal to your 
generosity for this charity. If you can make a more 
substantial donation, and would prefer not to put it in the 
box, then put in a separate, marked envelope and either 
hand it to me or put it into the collection bag at the 
offertory. Many children need good homes to understand 
and experience once more God’s I-Love-You. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES (Largs): 
Apologies from me for the delay in making the minutes of 
the last two Parish Pastoral Council meetings available. 
Copies are now in the church porch for those interested. 
 
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL (Largs): Tuesday, 7th 
January, at 7.30pm in the church hall. 
 
NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS: Taking advantage of your 
New Year mood of resolve, I invite you to consider, alone 
or with like-minded friends, whether you might spearhead 
some new activity in the parish, be it spiritual, social or of 
any other kind. Give me a call or come and see me! 
 
CHARITY CONCERT, FAIRLIE: Saturday, 11th 
January. The takings will be in aid of RISE and Glasgow 
Children’s Hospital Charity. See Susanne or Christopher 
Kelly for tickets or further information. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct 
all enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
JUSTICE AND PEACE: A special collection for the 
Justice and Peace activities of the Bishops of Scotland will 
be taken up this weekend at all Masses. 
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BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 2nd 
February. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
RECENT INCOME 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £693.84 (15/12) 

£681.52 (22/12) 
£1,592.86 (25/12) 
£518.64 (29/12) 

£169.03 (15/12) 
£114.05 (22/12) 

Not yet available 
Not yet available 

Other £102.91 (22/12) 
£202.52 (29/12) 

£330.00 (15/12) 
---- 

Building Fund --- £86.40 (15/12) 
£56.46 (22/12) 

 
Letter for the World Day of Prayer for Peace, 5th January 2020 
 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 
The coming of Christ brings us hope, and the Church 
exists to proclaim that hope to the world. There is hope 
because God does not abandon us to live with our 
imperfections and our failings – God is with us.  
 
Deep in the heart of every individual is a desire, a 
longing, a hope for peace. But it is our human failings of 
greed and selfishness, of pride and arrogance that lead 
to friction and fallouts, in our families, in our 
communities, and in our places of work. And when it 
comes to the international level and the relationship 
between states, those negative effects of our human 
weakness and our failings are multiplied leading to 
violence and to war, to death and to destruction. Pope 
Francis tells us that every war is a form of fratricide, 
because in war we are killing our brothers and sisters, 
since we all belong to the one human family.  
 
Despite the conflicts in our homes and the wars in our 
world, the longing for peace lies in the heart of every 
human being, including in the heart of those we choose 
to call our enemies. But peace can only be brought 
about by building up trust, for mistrust and fear increase 
feelings of insecurity and lead us to putting our faith in 
military might and weapons of war. For peace to be 
achieved we must overcome those baser elements of our 
human nature that tempt us to dominate and dictate, 
and to seek retaliation and revenge.  
 
We always begin the New Year by praying for peace, 
but we must do more than pray, we must actively work 
to build up peace: to seek reconciliation in our family 
fallouts and in our disputes with neighbours. We must 
urge our politicians and governments not to base their 
foreign policy on a narrow sense of national self-interest, 
but to respond to the urge that lies in the hearts of their 
people for peace, and so work for harmony among the 
family of nations.  
 

There are not two moralities, a private one for dealing 
with our family and friends, and a public one for 
countries and nations. There is only one morality and it 
is based on respecting the dignity of every human being. 
There is only one human family to which we all belong.  
 
Our hope for peace comes from God, whose Spirit is 
active in the hearts of all and whose presence enables us 
to overcome the flaws of our human nature. By our 
prayer and by our constant effort may the peace which 
we long for in our hearts become a reality in our world.  
With my prayers and best wishes for peace and justice 
in the coming year,  
 
+William Nolan, Bishop of Galloway 
President of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland Justice 
and Peace Commission  

___________ 

The rich teaching of Vatican II includes the following passage on 
peace, taken from n.78 of “Gaudium et Spes” (“Joy and Hope”) 
which treats of the role of the Church in the modern world. 

“Peace is not merely the absence of war; nor can it be 
reduced solely to the maintenance of a balance of power 
between enemies; nor is it brought about by dictatorship. 
Instead, it is rightly and appropriately called an enterprise 
of justice. Peace results from that order structured into 
human society by its divine Founder, and actualized by 
men as they thirst after ever greater justice. The common 
good of humanity finds its ultimate meaning in the eternal 
law. But since the concrete demands of this common good 
are constantly changing as time goes on, peace is never 
attained once and for all, but must be built up ceaselessly. 
Moreover, since the human will is unsteady and wounded 
by sin, the achievement of peace requires a constant 
mastering of passions and the vigilance of lawful authority. 

But this is not enough. This peace on earth cannot be 
obtained unless personal well-being is safeguarded and 
men freely and trustingly share with one another the riches 
of their inner spirits and their talents. A firm determination 
to respect other men and peoples and their dignity, as well 
as the studied practice of brotherhood are absolutely 
necessary for the establishment of peace. Hence peace is 
likewise the fruit of love, which goes beyond what justice 
can provide. 

That earthly peace which arises from love of neighbour 
symbolizes and results from the peace of Christ which 
radiates from God the Father. For by the cross the 
incarnate Son, the prince of peace reconciled all men with 
God. By thus restoring all men to the unity of one people 
and one body, He slew hatred in His own flesh; and, after 
being lifted on high by His resurrection, He poured forth 
the spirit of love into the hearts of men. 

For this reason, all Christians are urgently summoned to 
do in love what the truth requires, and to join with all true 
peacemakers in pleading for peace and bringing it about.” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all 
bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 145 
 

“Today the Magi find, crying in a manger, the one they 
have followed as he shone in the sky. Today the Magi see 
clearly, in swaddling clothes, the one they have long 
awaited as he lay hidden among the stars. 

  Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 
heaven on earth, earth in heaven, man in God, God in 
man, one whom the whole universe cannot contain now 
enclosed in a tiny body. As they look, they believe and do 
not question, as their symbolic gifts bear witness: incense 
for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one who is to die. 

  So the Gentiles, who were the last, become the first: 
the faith of the Magi is the first fruits of the belief of the 
Gentiles. 

  Today Christ enters the Jordan to wash away the sin 
of the world. John himself testifies that this is why he has 
come: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Today a servant lays his hand on the Lord, a 
man lays his hand on God, John lays his hand on Christ, 
not to forgive but to receive forgiveness. 

  Today, as the psalmist prophesied: The voice of the Lord 
is heard above the waters. What does the voice say? This is my 
beloved son, in whom I am well pleased. 

  Today the Holy Spirit hovers over the waters in the 
likeness of a dove. A dove announced to Noah that the 
flood had disappeared from the earth; so now a dove is to 
reveal that the world’s shipwreck is at an end for ever. The 
sign is no longer an olive-shoot of the old stock: instead, the 
Spirit pours out on Christ’s head the full richness of a new 
anointing by the Father, to fulfil what the psalmist had 

prophesied: Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil 
of gladness above your fellows. 

  Today Christ works the first of his signs from heaven 
by turning water into wine. But water has still to be 
changed into the sacrament of his blood, so that Christ may 
offer spiritual drink from the chalice of his body, to fulfil 
the psalmist’s prophecy: How excellent is my chalice, warming 
my spirit.”          

 (from a Sermon by St. Peter Chrysologus) 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Christ the Light of the Nations 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 
For today you have revealed the mystery 
of our salvation in Christ 
as a light for the nations, 
and, when he appeared in our mortal nature, 
you made us new by the glory of his immortal nature… 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
We have seen his star in the East, and have come 
with gifts to adore the Lord. 
 
The stars are bright but, apart from the sun, they are far 
away. Nearer is the moon which, especially when it is full, 
outshines even the sun. 
 
I first thought of the bright full moon as a symbol of the 
exposed Blessed Sacrament when I saw it from a hospital 
bed in Washington, DC. “The Lord has come to see me”, 
I thought. Unlike the moon, though, waxing and waning, 
the Lord stays. Look for how long and in how many places 
the Sacrament is kept! David says in one of his psalms that 
the moon is the “sign of God’s faithfulness in the skies.” 
How much more so is the Holy Eucharist in our churches! 
 
Some have theorized that the Star of Bethlehem was a 
“supernova”, that is, a star which exploded and for that 
reason was so bright. The Eucharist is our 
“supersacrament” which, however, only explodes in the 
sense that we consume Him. Unlike the supernova, the 
Eucharist does not die, but continues to give life. It will only 
explode for ever on the day when the glorious Christ 
returns. Then, there will be no more moons or suns, no 
more sacraments, but only the unending Epiphany of 
divine light. 

 
Hymn for Communion (Largs): 150 

 
MARIAN ANTIPHON: Alma Redemptoris Mater 
(n. 38a) at the 10am Mass only. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 170 
 


