
GAUDETE SUNDAY (Year A), 15th DECEMBER 2019 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
I first saw her as she drew water with her mother from 
the village well. I had heard my father speak of her. My 
father was a close friend of her father, Joachim, and he 
would often relate how Joachim treasured her as his 
greatest blessing from the Lord. So, I suppose when I 
saw her carry the pitcher of water, I was already biased 
in her favour. I don’t know if she saw me. I kept 
wondering if I would ever get a chance to speak to her 
when, one day, my father was not able to go to Joachim’s 
house to measure up the new table he wanted. At last! 
 
It was she who showed me into the house. I admit that 
my heart was jumping when I saw her. I was only there 
ten minutes, but it was enough to seal her on my heart. 
At home, my father twigged to my change of mood 
straight away! Soon afterwards, he also told me that 
Joachim had noticed a new kind of joy in her mood, too. 
Before I knew it, we were betrothed. I was in heaven. 
 
My love for her grew exponentially. Even when she took 
the feet from under me by telling me she was with child 
“of the Holy Spirit”, I could not believe she was capable 
of dishonour. Who would have thought that a dream 
would confirm my trust in her even as it blew away my 
incipient sadness. I loved her even more now and 
marvelled that a man such as I would be chosen to be at 
her side. So now, as we prepare to go to Bethlehem, and 
wait for Jesus to be born, I know that only she can help 
me prepare me for his birth. She holds the key to the 
mystery of the Son of God made flesh. In these last days 
before his birth, I will listen to her, sit with her, pray with 
her, hope with her. Hail, Mary, my beloved spouse! 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 117 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading        Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
 
Isaiah prophecies the healing effect that will ensue from the return 
of Christ at the end of time. Not just human beings, but creation 
itself will be healed. The effect of the healing will be joy, everlasting 
joy, for death and sin and disorder of all and any kind will be 
banished. All things will find their true and proper place as Christ 
intended from before the creation of the world. 
 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the 
wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers 
like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy. The glory 
of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel 
and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord, the 

splendour of our God. Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; he is 
coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall 
leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. They will 
come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their 
faces; joy and gladness will go with them and sorrow and 
lament be ended. 
 
Ps. 145: Come, Lord, and save us. 
 
Second Reading                          James 5:7-10 
 
Patience is difficult at any time and for anyone, but in a time like 
ours in which everything is instant and immediate, patience is 
almost heroic. The very thing we wish was over carries within itself 
in some way the seeds of something greater and more glorious to 
come. Seeds begin to flourish in the dirt, in the soil. It is often in 
the midst of suffering and darkness that the seeds of eternity lie. 
 
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of 
a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of 
the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the 
spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose 
heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not 
make complaints against one another, brothers, so as 
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is 
already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your 
example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
  
Gospel                    Matthew 11:2-11 
 
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and 
he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; 
the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to 
life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 
  As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to 
the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? 
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be 
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see 
a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a 
prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: ‘Look, I 
am going to send my messenger before you; he will 
prepare your way before you. ‘I tell you solemnly, of all 
the children born of women, a greater than John the 
Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to All our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
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Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  
PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat, 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am (with Exposition 
from 9am) 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Penance Services on Thursday 19th at 2pm and 
Friday 20th at 6pm and after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 
10am Mass and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 10am Mass on Thursday. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 16/12: Mass of the 
day (Christmas Novena 
begins) 

3rd Week of Advent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Tuesday 17/12: Mass of the 
day 

3rd Week of Advent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Wednesday 18/12: Mass of 
the day 

3rd Week of Advent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Thursday 19/12: Mass of 
the day 

3rd Week of Advent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Friday 20/12: Mass of the 
day 

3rd Week of Advent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Saturday 21/12: Mass of 
the day 

3rd Week of Advent 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Sunday 22/12: 4th 
Sunday of Advent 

Proper Readings 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Date & Time Intention 
Sat 14 December, 6pm Bishop William Nolan 
Sun 15 December, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 15 December, 12.15pm Mary McBride 
Mon 16 December, 10am Hugh Maxwell 
Tues 17 December, 10am Special Intention 
Wed 18 December, 10am Eileen Skelly 
Thurs 19 December, 10am Sheena Lane 
Fri 20 December, 7pm James McCormick 
Sat 21 December, 10am Frank McHugh 
Sat 21 December, 6pm Hugh Maxwell 
Sun 22 December, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 22 December, 12.15pm Sister Agnes Birt 

 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Margaret Gallagher, Anne Gaffney, 
Maria Kelly (Millport), Fr. Gerard Hamill, Lidia Tracey, 
Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Alex 
Greig, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, 
Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter McConville, 
Claire McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, 
Angela Bebbington, Nelson Bebbington, Ness Cranston, 
Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 

Marie Gómez Fernández, Margaret Rutherford, Roddy 
Galbraith, Martin Doherty, Ben Brownlie, Terence 
McDermott, Jim Kelly, Sheena Lane. Recently Deceased: 
Jack McCauley Burns, Patricia Jean Dunlop Henderson, 
Sarah Towill, Gillian McLauchlin, Elsie Jackson, Fr. Colm 
Morris. Anniversary: Peter & Cathy Flynn. 

NOTICES 
 

OVERVIEW OF LITURGY INTO THE NEW YEAR 
 

Date Celebration Time Place 
Thurs 19/12 Mass 

Penance Service 
10am 
2pm 

Millport 
Largs 

Fri 20/12 Penance Service 
Mass 

6pm 
7pm 

Largs 
Largs 

Sat 21/12 Mass 
Mass 

10am 
6pm 

Largs  
Largs 

Sun 22/12 Mass 10am 
12.15pm 

Largs  
Millport 

Mon 23/12 Mass 10am Largs 
Tues 24/12 
 
Christmas Eve 

Confessions 
Carols 
Vigil Mass 
Carols 
Midnight Mass 

3.15pm 
4.15pm 
4.30pm 
7pm 
7.30pm 

Millport 
Millport 
Millport 
Largs  
Largs 

Wed 25/12 
Christmas Day 

Mass 10am Largs 

Thurs 26/12 Mass 12 Noon Largs 
Fri 27/12 Mass 12 Noon Largs 
Sat 28/12 Mass 

Mass 
10am 
6pm 

Largs  
Largs 

Sun 29/12 Mass 
Mass 

10am 
12.15pm 

Largs  
Millport 

Mon 30/12 Mass 10am Largs 
Tues 31/12 Holy Hour 

Mass 
6pm 
7pm 

Largs  
Largs 

Wed 1/1 Mass 12 Noon Largs 
Thurs 2/1 Mass 10am Millport 
Fri 3/1 Mass 7pm Largs 
Sat 4/1 Mass 

Mass 
10am 
6pm 

Largs 
Largs 

Sun 5/1 
Epiphany 

Mass 
Mass 

10am 
12.15pm 

Largs 
Millport 

 
CHRISTMAS NOVENA: The Christmas Novena begins on 
Monday 16th December and ends on Tuesday 24th December. 
Copies are available in the church porch. This is one small 
way of keeping our attention focused on the Lord during the 
“mad rush” up to Christmas. 
 
PARISHES’ ROSARY INTENTION: For those for whom 
Christmas is a sad or difficult time, whatever the reason. 
 
ST. MARY’S PRIMARY NATIVITY: You are invited to 
attend carols by candlelight, Nativity and festive fun and sing-
along on Tuesday 17th December at 6pm. The celebrations 
will be held in Primary Gymnasium 1. Please enter via Largs 
Academy entrance.  
 
PRO-LIFE GROUP, CHRISTMAS GIFTS (Largs): We ask 
that children bring a gift for a new born baby to one of the 
Christmas Masses. There will be a box in the church porch 
for the gift. 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY (Largs): The boys and girls of 
children’s liturgy are getting very excited about Christmas, 
this year they would like to spread their love and take part in 
the gift of giving.  We hope parents will help us to do this by 
sending in a small gift for a new baby. The children will 
present these gifts to the manger during mass on Sunday 22nd 
December.  These gifts will be distributed by our Prolife group 
to those who are in need. We hope you will be happy helping 
our children gifting a present to our Lord on his birthday. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
CHURCH CLEANERS (Largs): Help needed! One hour or 
so on Mondays after the 10am Mass. 
 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 5th 
January. Requests for notices to be included in the weekly 
bulletin must be submitted by 12 Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
RECENT INCOME 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £549.70 (1/12) 

£489.89 (8/12) 
£156.62 (1/12) 
£123.11 (8/12) 

Other £56.62 (1/12) 
£56.78 (8/12) 

--- 

Nov. bank income £2,217.00 --- 
Building Fund --- £65.61 (8/12) 

 
Christmas Words 
 
What are some of the words that randomly come to mind 
when thinking of Christmas? One category covers family, 
home, excitement, being together, being united, hope. Of 
course, there’s then Santa, Christmas dinner and crackers, 
TV specials, presents, the tree, the lights and, lest it be 
forgotten, a good glass of cheer! Then there is the third 
category: Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the crib, the shepherds, the 
wise men, the ox and ass, carols, midnight Mass. Possibly 
there is a fourth category, if we’re being honest: leftovers, 
hangovers, arguments, loss of the sense of what day it is! 
 
We know that for some people (maybe for more than we 
suspect) Christmas is a lonely time, a time of suffering. It is 
sad to hear someone say, “I hate Christmas!” but they may 
have very good reason for saying it. The external lights and 
shouts of jollity don’t necessarily mean that someone’s 
troubled heart will disappear. And so, it is good to be 
sensitive to others’ difficulties with Christmas and to try 
and empathise with them, to encourage them but without 
overdoing the forced cheeriness. 
 
For many families, Christmas is a bitter-sweet time. A 
united and loving family is something we all would want, 
but it is sadly often simply not there. At Christmas, there is 
hope that we will all get together and put aside any 
differences or resentments, but it can end up with everyone 
walking on eggs and grinning stiffly, if at all. Sometimes the 

eggs and grins just crack. The disappointment felt is all the 
worse because the hope of a happy time had been all the 
stronger. However, at least you tried: you had to try. 
 
Christmas can also be a time when we sense a great longing 
for a loved one who is absent: a spouse or parent or child 
who has died, a family member who lives at the other end 
of the world, someone who has abandoned the home with 
or without good reason. Because of what we think 
Christmas should be like, the pain of absence is all the more 
poignant. When someone says to you, “Merry Christmas!” 
you might well feel instead like bursting into tears. 
 
Another kind of pain at Christmas is possibly of more 
recent origin. It is the sadness experienced by parents when 
their children or grandchildren seem no longer to know 
what Christmas actually means beyond the superficiality of 
the glitter. Their own memories, say, of walking in the 
snow to Midnight Mass as a family and experiencing the 
religious depth and beauty of the Mystery of Christmas, 
make their children’s absorption with material things all 
the emptier. Faces light up at the mention of Santa, but fall 
at the mention of Christ. Not a prayer is said, not a thought 
about the crib, easily reduced to a “nice wee story.” 
 
And yet, and yet … for millions, Christmas remains 
Christmas as Christ intended it. Albeit tinged with this or 
that sad truth of life, many hearts rejoice deeply and are 
mightily consoled by the human birth of the Son of God. 
They grasp intuitively that it means LOVE, a love beyond 
all telling, capable of overcoming, in the end, all human 
waywardness and brokenness. And so, the incarnation 
gives immoveable HOPE that despite and through and 
beyond all sorrow, the joy of God will triumph in the 
human heart. And since no other power or promise can 
even remotely match that of the Son of God, those who 
love and hope know, too, that they can put their FAITH 
unreservedly in Him, in His crib and in his Cross, in His 
way and in his Word, in his virtue and in his Victory. 
 
I recall being home in Ardrossan from Rome one 
Christmas. I went into St. Peter’s church on a dark and 
stormy afternoon. The sanctuary lamp glowed red. The 
votive candles danced joyfully in the draught. There was a 
little lamp inside the crib, with just enough light to see the 
Holy Family. A great sense of peace and an indescribable 
feeling of being loved came over me. In my mind I had 
been mulling the words of St. John, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt amongst us.” It was as if I had understood 
“in my gut” for the first time what those words meant, not 
just in themselves, but for me. He dwells “amongst me”! It 
is my flesh in which he has come to love me. Those few 
moments have meant more to me every Christmas since 
than all the merriment and, indeed, occasional sadness 
which I have felt across the years.  
 
So, be you sad or glad this Christmas, I invite you to steal 
even a few minutes alone on the 25th to let all your 
Christmas words fall silent before the Word incarnate and 
to let Love in Person astonish you with deep gladness and 
joy.      Mgr. Peter Magee 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all 
bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 101 
 

“But in all the events we have recalled, the flame of 
God’s love set human hearts on fire and intoxicated human 
senses. Wounded by love, men longed to see God with their 
bodily eyes.  

  How could our narrow human vision perceive one 
whom the whole world cannot contain? What will be, what 
ought to be, what can be – the law of love does not care 
about these things. Love does not have judgement, reason, 
strategy. Love refuses to be consoled when its goal proves 
impossible, refuses to be cured if its goal is difficult to 
achieve.  

  Love destroys the lover if he cannot obtain what he 
loves. It goes where it is led, not where it ought to go. Love 
gives birth to desire, it bursts into flame and that fire draws 
it to seek forbidden things. What more is there to say? 

  Love cannot accept not seeing the thing that it loves. 
That is why the saints counted whatever they deserved as 
being nothing if it did not mean that they could see the 
Lord.  

  Thus although a love that desires to see God may not 
be desiring something reasonable, but still its desire is a 
truly good thing. 

  Thus it was that Moses dared to say: If I have found favour 
in your eyes, show me your face. 

  Thus it was that the psalmist said: Show me your 
face. Even the pagans were obeying the same impulse when 
they made their idols: even though they were mistaken, 
they knew that they had to see with their eyes what they 
worshipped with their hearts.” 

(from a Sermon by St. Peter Chrysologus) 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The two comings of Christ 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 
 
For he assumed at his first coming 
the lowliness of human flesh, 
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago, 
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, 
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty 
and all is at last made manifest, 
we who watch for that day 
may inherit the great promise 
in which now we dare to hope. …. And so, with all … 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 
 

Advent Antiphons 
 

From Mary's sweet silence, 
Come, Word mutely spoken! 

 
Pledge of our real life, 

Come, Bread yet unbroken! 
 

Seed of the Golden Wheat, 
In us be sown. 

 
Fullness of true Light, 
Through us be known. 

 
Secret held tenderly, 
Guarded with Love, 

 
Cradled in purity, 
Child of the Dove, 

 
COME! 

Sr. M. Charlita, I.H.M. 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 627 
 
MARIAN ANTIPHON: Alma Redemptoris Mater 
(n. 38a) at the 10am Mass only. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 768 
 
Bill: What did one snowman say to the other? 
Bob: What? 
Bill: Do you smell carrots? 


